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Chflsllane Hayashi 
DifectOi 01 Taxis, MTA 
1 South Van NeSll Ave, 7t� IIoor 
8M Fr�, CA 9-4103 I 

RECEIVED 
--... 

21 December 2009 

DE::; 29i:ull'9 
SFloIrA Oiriok>n ofT""" & 

Re: DRAFT -TAXI INDUSTRY REFORM - STAFF RECGMMeIDAYI'3N (1-4 Dacember 20(9) 

Door Ms. Hayashi: 

ThIs dral! proposal ldenlHles a problem, "The legacy 01 Proposition K ts a population 01 medallion hold9l"s 
who are 100 elderly 10 drive but who cannol allOld to give up Ihelr medallions." 

The propoGaI does addr_ Ih/s, buI SlJg98slll a comple. liKed price .ale propon .. Allowing Ihe 
perris 10 be sold may be ... I ... e� .. '" IlClIon end grants the pel"miUoo addlIlonal propwty f1!tl1S 
ouIside 01 Th& CIy's control. PII)WIg lnt9fest on Ihe Ioalls an ao:kIIMonaI oosIlhai will proWbIy drMI up 
maier r!tl8s. 

I really can' object Sirongly 10 'Post K" medallloffl being 1IOId. lt would be • benelit IQ me. 

The proposal suggesl1t "AI 'Post K' Mer;lamon holders who are age 60 Of over wI1h e1 leasl 20 yeln 01 A­
card sel"llOlily WI)lJId be elliJlble to sell ll1elr medalllon_· Along w�h permllllently (\\Sabled Post K 
permittees, the group 18 C(IIractly identified. 

r Ihink it mIdlt just be � 10 eKefr1)I lhete older driY9flllrom the hili Ume drlYef r�emenl 

On page lwo. the proposaIgoes far aieId Irom the problem 01 e/defIy Post K medallon holders. 
A llowing Pre K med.Ulon holder. to nil liM IIOIt*Ig tooo w�h this ploblem. The vot9l1lwere clear In 
1978 that Ihw.i& perrrut. could not be sold and should be issued 10 IICltl/e drivers. Ir1 fllClthese perm!!s 
are earning back 10 The Cty al an increasing pace. I urge you remove Ihls from your proposal. 

Mfl<fl\lllons Mollld O(Intln" .. In "" '�sued to dtlvers on ttle ftPOl/canl\ist. 

I can't �rrd Corporate pennl! hold .... 1Il1he wrlt1en proposal. Those pIlImllS should be rellOked and 
issued to acllve drivers. 

II may be heIpkA to apeI CUI whIIt fie goals 0I 1hi' reform ... e. In Town Hal mMlings, you IDIJlIained Ihal 
one goal 011," T IlKI AelOffIIIs lor The City to receive Income kom the T IlKI pennls. If you musl do 1hIs. 
H might be less problemelic lor The CiIy 10 lease out a porlion oIlhe permil9 (rather thM sellhem). t 
lHldefsiand lhis Is being done on e small scale right now. 

As I explained In my prelfws leller, Pfop K has worked well when property Implemented. Any relorm 
should narroWly Mldreu 80me problem/l whRe allowing wOlking drivers 10 operale IAJd permits. The sBie 
01 permits Is not _S8J�. The sale 01 Pre K permits 18 jr.IsI plain wrong, does noIhlng to improve taxi 
oor'lloo, and would br.lrclen new penrl1lees with eddIlionai cosIs. 
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Christiane Hayashi 
Director CI TaxIS 
1 South Van Ness Ave. 7th floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Dear Ms. Hayashi: . 

Ron Wolter 

'Zl March 2009 

COP"! 

I'm writing In regard to proposed ch�es to Proposition K. Let me start with a quote from 
Quentin Kopp (the author 01 Prop K) : The or1malY PUWOSe of Proposition K was to place 
permits In !he bands of working driyers: 
I believe that when prq>erly Implemented, Pn:lfl K Is working V91Y well and sOOuIdn1 be 
dramaticly changed. Prop K provideS opportunity to 'NOI1tilg drivers. 

I'm a '�I time atver and hold taxi medallIOn 11252. Prop K has given me the opportlSliIY 
to operate a taxicab business. The cab I drive Is a safe, well maIltalned vehicle because I 
personally drive it. It gets good gas mileage because I buy gas for it. I'm with a property 
run company because' work there. t use a good dispatch servICe because that's hOw I get 
business. 

( , This workS well lOr taxi passengers, it also works well for the other dlivers on IIle vehlde. 

( The opposite situation!s absentee ownership of medallions. An Investor In \aldcab permits 
only has illCelltiYe to get a t1gh lease InCome and resale vafoe. . 

Over time, some probl9ms with Prop K have emerged: 

1) Permits were Issued to non-driVers. For many years The City did not require the 
applicant to have any taxi drMng experience. In fact, medallions were Issued to people 
who did not hold a llcoose to drive a taxi. The Taxi Commission has changed rules to correct 
this, but this Is an ongoing problem. Any action you tako may reward people who have 
never been In c:ompllan::e with the full time driver requirement 

I urge the MT A to ravote medallions that are held by unqua!ified people. 
2) Corporate permits. 

I urge the MT A to revot.e corporate permits and Issue those medallions to qualified drivers. 

3) Medallion holders ewnltJally have III health Of grow old. The Taxi Commission has 
changed some rules to allow reasonable accommodation under the ADA. There are aivers 
woo have been in compliance with the full time driver requirement. but ItiJhtIy would like 1D 
retire with some 1ni:xlmEI. Uncle( current rules your duties inchxle taking pemilts from ekIer1y 
and handloapped people. 
The MTA shoIJd lOok seOOusIy at proposals that allow long time drivers to auction their 
pennits -to axrent full time <tivers. This would require a Change In Prop K. Beware d 
proposals that allow ncn-complying permittees 10 sell the medallion. (I hOpe to pt"O'Jide 
more specific comment on this in thefuture.) 
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t am aware Of a couple proposals that the MT A should reject. This Idea the thai The City 
can raise money by leasing out medallions should be rejected. The draining of money out 
of the industry will degrade taxi service and working conditions. ThJs goes against the basic 
principle of Prop K The proposal from UlW would burden the medallion with excessive 
costs, and should also be rejected. 
In summary, please allow me to continue with my taxi business. The problem with ill or old 
permittees wffl need to be addressed. Do not make changes that deny full time drivers the 
opportunity to operate their own medallIOn. 
s;""ren? 

� Ron�o� � 
Source of quote: Declaration of Quentin Kopp to Board of Appeals, March 18, 1998. 


