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FILE NO. 150437 

AMENDED IN BOARD 
5/5/2015 

RESOLUTION NO. 168-15 

[Supporting Implementation of the 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project and Urging Approval of 
the 2015 TIGER VII Grant Application] 

3 Resolution supporting the implementation of the 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project; 

4 and urging the United States Department of Transportation to approve the 2015 TIGER 

5 VII Grant Application submitted by the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 

5 Agency. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, The SFMTA's $20,000,000 TIGER VII grant application request will 

9 support the 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project which will lead the transformation of 15th Street 

1 O between Church Street and Third Street through implementation of transit network 

11 enhancements that will connect and transform the communities along the corridor by 

12 improving transit reliability, travel time, safety, and accessibility for all users of the corridor 

13 regardless of mode of travel; and 

14 WHEREAS, San Francisco's 15th Street is the major east-west transportation corridor 

15 connecting the City's Eastern Neighborhoods to the rest of the city; and 

15 WHEREAS, On an average weekday in the 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project area, 

17 the 22 Fillmore transit route serves over 8,000 customers; and 

18 WHEREAS, Over 43,000 people (51 % minority, 25% low-income) currently live within a 

19 quarter-mile of the project area, with more housing built every day; and 

20 WHEREAS, Approximately 2,800 businesses employing over 23,000 individuals also 

21 call the area home; and 

22 WHEREAS, Vehicle congestion and transit delay is anticipated to grow substantially in 

23 conjunction with new development along the corridor, especially at its eastern end in Mission 

24 Bay; and 

25 
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1 WHEREAS, The 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project will create better connections 

2 between regional transit hubs and adjacent residential areas on the west to burgeoning 

3 biotech jobs, a new sports arena, and retail markets as well as entertainment destinations in 

4 San Francisco's Mission Bay to the east; and 

5 WHEREAS, By linking four neighborhoods via multimodal TIGER investments, the San 

6 Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) will offer vastly improved ladders of 

7 opportunity by enabling workers to make faster multimodal connections to jobs, schools, and 

8 healthcare services in an area undergoing tremendous growth and redevelopment; and 

9 WHEREAS, In an effort to serve the current and projected needs for this growing 

10 economic landscape, the Transit Effectiveness Project (TEP) identified "Rapid Corridor" 

11 treatments along 15th Street to make it safer to walk and bike, increase the reliability of 

12 service, and enhance the customer experience on and off the bus; and 

13 WHEREAS, The western portion of the project area has been identified as a high-injury 

14 corridor; and 

15 WHEREAS, SFMTA is coordinating with the City Planning Department to develop 

16 streetscape design enhancements along the 22 Fillmore Transit Priority corridor that will 

17 improve pedestrian safety and enhance the identity and livability of the neighborhoods served 

18 including widening sidewalks and opening crosswalks to increase the visibility of people 

19 walking in this corridor; and 

20 WHEREAS, Key features include implementing transit-only lanes; installing new traffic, 

21 pedestrian and transit signal infrastructure; upgrading and extending the trolley coach 

22 overhead wire system, including crossing the Caltrain/California High-Speed Rail alignment; 

23 widening sidewalks through the construction of transit and pedestrian bulbs; and upgrading 

24 bicycle infrastructure; and 
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1 WHEREAS, New overhead wire infrastructure not only provides a shorter, more direct 

2 transit route, it would also allow for zero-emission trolley coaches to serve a larger area 

3 supporting the goal of California State Assembly Bill 32 that requires the state to reduce 

4 greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020; and 

5 WHEREAS, The 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project combines local and regional 

6 planning efforts, including the Plan Bay Area Priority Development Areas, the Mission Bay 

7 Participation Agreement, SF Planning's Eastern Neighborhoods Transportation 

8 Implementation Planning Study (ENTRIPS), the Muni Forward program, the SFMTA Bicycle 

9 Strategy, and the citywide Vision Zero initiative; and 

1 O WHEREAS, The proposed project is the outcome of collaboration between the SFMTA, 

11 the San Francisco Planning Department, Caltrain, regional employers and the local 

12 community that recognizes the synergy between the SFMTA's TEP and SF Planning's 

13 ENTRIPS; and 

14 WHEREAS, If left with the current connection choices, the ability of the 15th Street 

15 transit corridor to effectively support the disconnected and growing employment and 

16 residential populations of San Francisco in this part of the city is compromised; and 

17 WHEREAS, The implementation of the 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project elements 

18 outlined in the SFMTA's $20,000,000 TIGER VII grant application will improve the safety, 

19 economic competitiveness, state of good repair, livability, and environmental sustainability of 

20 the corridor; now, therefore, be it 

21 RESOLVED, That the Mayor and the San Francisco Board of Supervisors supports the 

22 implementation of the 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project; and, be it 

23 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Mayor and the Board urge the United States 

24 Department of Transportation to approve the 2015 TIGER VI I grant application submitted by 

25 the SFMTA requesting $20,000,000 to support an estimated total project cost of $67,000,000. 
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May 1, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Support for TIGER 7 project application-SFMTA 22 Fillmore Transit Priority 
Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

On behalf of the Office of Community Investment and Infrastructure, I am pleased to 
support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency's (SFMTA) TIGER FY 
2015 Discretionary Grant application request of $20 million for the 22 Fillmore Transit 
Priority Project. 

These funds are critical to building a rapid transit line, the 22 Fillmore bus line, along San 
Francisco's two-mile long 16 th  Street corridor that will connect communities to urban 
employment and healthcare centers, regional transportation, and housing. The newly 
emerging Mission Bay neighborhood is located at the eastern terminus of the 16 th  Street 
Corridor and is experiencing amazing growth that will benefit from frequent, rapid, and 
reliable transit service. Specifically, at full buildout, Mission Bay will have 6,400 
residential units (of which 29% will be affordable to low income households), 4.4 million 
square feet of commercial/office space, 400,000 square feet of retail, a new 43-acre 
University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) campus and a 550-bed UCSF hospital, a 
new library, school, police and fire station, the City's police headquarters building, and 49- 
acres of new public open space. All of this new development was designed with low 
parking ratios, assuming easy access to public transit, as will be provided by this project. 

This grant will complete the funding for construction work on new overhead electric 
trolley wires, bus-only lanes, traffic signals, wider sidewalks, and bicycle lanes while 
bringing existing overhead electrical trolley wires into a state of good repair. The project 
also warrants national attention for bringing existing infrastructure into a state of good 
repair, enhancing economic competitiveness of this corridor and of the city as a whole, 
improving the quality of life for all users, promoting environmental sustainability through 
emission-free, high quality public transportation, and by making 16 th  Street a safer place to 
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live and travel. A TIGER award will ensure that grant funds are immediately leveraged 
into realizing the goals of the city and the country. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I appreciate your time and attention to 
this important matter. If you have any questions, or require additional information, please 
do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff contact Lila Hussain, Acting Project 
Manager, of my office at (415) 749-2431. 



 
 

May 22, 2015 
 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
  
Re:  Support for SFMTA’s TIGER 7 Application for 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project 
  
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
   
The Eastern Neighborhoods Citizen’s Advisory Committee (EN CAC), is the appointed 
body charged with advising the City on the implementation of the Eastern 
Neighborhoods (EN) Plans.  The EN Plans are collectively five Area Plans, rezoning and 
infrastructure implementation strategy that seek, in part, to increase residential 
densities in appropriate places that can be well served by transit and complementary 
uses.     
 
The EN CAC strongly supports the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency’s 
(SFMTA) application for its 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project. The SFMTA will be 
requesting twenty million dollars in 2015 TIGER VII funds to support a sixty-seven 
million project that will lead the transformation of San Francisco’s 16th Street. Along the 
heavily travelled 16th Street corridor between Church Street and Third Street, the 
SFMTA envisions implementing safety and transit network enhancements on an 
upgraded 22 Fillmore route. Key features include implementing transit-only lanes; 
installing new traffic, pedestrian and transit signal infrastructure; upgrading and 
extending the trolley coach overhead wire system, including crossing the 
Caltrain/California High-Speed Rail alignment; widening sidewalks through the 
construction of transit and pedestrian bulbs; and upgrading bicycle infrastructure. 
  
This project is an excellent example of providing ladders of opportunity. Rents are 
skyrocketing in Silicon Valley, north through San Francisco. Pursuant to regional plans, 
San Francisco has designated the l 6th Street corridor for increased housing density. 
Creating more housing in the 16th Street corridor directly benefits residents and 
workers of all income brackets going east to Mission Bay’s biotechnology and medical 
worksites, as well as to the proposed Warriors professional basketball complex. 
 
From a safety vantage, as San Francisco grows, so do the number of fatal or near-fatal 
pedestrian/vehicle accidents. This grant will support improvements to the corridor to 
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create a much safer route for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers. Reducing bicycle and 
pedestrian fatalities to zero by 2024 is the most salient goal of the City’s new Vision 
Zero policy. 
  
Caltrain will soon be electrified as will the SFMTA’s 22 Fillmore service (to be run with 
electric trolleys). The TIGER grant includes funding to support a technical solution that 
will allow the electrified trolley line to move across the electrified Caltrain  line. The 
federal government should reward agencies that create sound choices that minimize 
transit construction costs while significantly improving service for the public. 
  
Thank you for your consideration of this grant application. I know that your review will 
be fair and thorough and that, in the end, the merits of the SFMTA's proposal will be 
appreciated. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
Chris Block 
Chair Person 
Eastern Neighborhoods Citizen Advisory Committee 
 
cc: Mat Snyder, Planner and Staff of the EN CAC 
 Cathal Hennessy, Project Manager, 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project 
 Committee Members, EN CAC 
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May	
  20,	
  2015

The	
  Honorable	
  Anthony	
  Foxx
Secretary	
  of	
  Transportation
US	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation
1200	
  New	
  Jersey	
  Ave,	
  SE
Washington,	
  DC	
  20590
	
  
Re:	
  	
  Support	
  for	
  SFMTA’s	
  TIGER	
  7	
  Application	
  for	
  22	
  Fillmore	
  Transit	
  Priority	
  Project
	
  
Dear	
  Secretary	
  Foxx:
	
  
The	
  Potrero	
  Dogpatch	
  Merchants	
  Association	
  (PDMA)	
  supports	
  the	
  application	
  of	
  the	
  San	
  
Francisco	
  Municipal	
  Transportation	
  Agency	
  (SFMTA)	
  for	
  its	
  22	
  Fillmore	
  Transit	
  Priority	
  
Project.	
  The	
  SFMTA	
  will	
  be	
  requesting	
  $20	
  million	
  in	
  2015	
  TIGER	
  VII	
  funds	
  to	
  support	
  a	
  
$67	
  million	
  project	
  that	
  will	
  lead	
  the	
  transformation	
  of	
  San	
  Francisco’s	
  16th	
  Street.	
  Along	
  
the	
  heavily	
  travelled	
  16th	
  Street	
  corridor	
  between	
  Church	
  Street	
  and	
  Third	
  Street,	
  the	
  
SFMTA	
  envisions	
  implementing	
  safety	
  and	
  transit	
  network	
  enhancements	
  on	
  an	
  upgraded	
  
22	
  Fillmore	
  route.	
  Key	
  features	
  include	
  implementing	
  transit-­‐only	
  lanes;	
  installing	
  new	
  
traf^ic,	
  pedestrian	
  and	
  transit	
  signal	
  infrastructure;	
  upgrading	
  and	
  extending	
  the	
  trolley	
  
coach	
  overhead	
  wire	
  system,	
  including	
  crossing	
  the	
  Caltrain/California	
  High-­‐Speed	
  Rail	
  
alignment;	
  widening	
  sidewalks	
  through	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  transit	
  and	
  pedestrian	
  bulbs;	
  
and	
  upgrading	
  bicycle	
  infrastructure.
	
  
This	
  project	
  is	
  an	
  excellent	
  example	
  of	
  providing	
  ladders	
  of	
  opportunity.	
  Rents	
  are	
  
skyrocketing	
  in	
  Silicon	
  Valley,	
  north	
  through	
  San	
  Francisco.	
  Pursuant	
  to	
  regional	
  plans,	
  San	
  
Francisco	
  has	
  designated	
  the	
  l	
  6th	
  Street	
  corridor	
  for	
  increased	
  housing	
  density.	
  Creating	
  
more	
  housing	
  in	
  the	
  16th	
  Street	
  corridor	
  directly	
  bene^its	
  residents	
  and	
  workers	
  of	
  all	
  
income	
  brackets	
  going	
  east	
  to	
  Mission	
  Bay’s	
  biotechnology	
  and	
  medical	
  worksites,	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  to	
  the	
  proposed	
  Warriors	
  professional	
  basketball	
  complex.

From	
  a	
  safety	
  vantage,	
  as	
  San	
  Francisco	
  grows,	
  so	
  do	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  fatal	
  or	
  near-­‐fatal	
  
pedestrian/vehicle	
  accidents.	
  This	
  grant	
  will	
  support	
  improvements	
  to	
  the	
  corridor	
  to	
  
create	
  a	
  much	
  safer	
  route	
  for	
  pedestrians,	
  bicyclists	
  and	
  drivers.	
  Reducing	
  bicycle	
  and	
  
pedestrian	
  fatalities	
  to	
  zero	
  by	
  2024	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  salient	
  goal	
  of	
  the	
  City’s	
  new	
  Vision	
  Zero	
  
policy.
	
  



Caltrain	
  will	
  soon	
  be	
  electri^ied	
  as	
  will	
  the	
  SFMTA’s	
  22	
  Fillmore	
  service	
  (to	
  be	
  run	
  with	
  
electric	
  trolleys).	
  The	
  TIGER	
  grant	
  includes	
  funding	
  to	
  support	
  a	
  technical	
  solution	
  that	
  will	
  
allow	
  the	
  electri^ied	
  trolley	
  line	
  to	
  move	
  across	
  the	
  electri^ied	
  Caltrain	
  	
  line.	
  The	
  federal	
  
government	
  should	
  reward	
  agencies	
  that	
  create	
  sound	
  choices	
  that	
  minimize	
  transit	
  
construction	
  costs	
  while	
  signi^icantly	
  improving	
  service	
  for	
  the	
  public.
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  consideration	
  of	
  this	
  grant	
  application.	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  your	
  review	
  will	
  be	
  
fair	
  and	
  thorough	
  and	
  that,	
  in	
  the	
  end,	
  the	
  merits	
  of	
  the	
  SFMTA's	
  proposal	
  will	
  be	
  
appreciated.
	
  
Yours	
  sincerely,

Keith	
  Goldstein
President,	
  PDMA	
  



 
 
May 18, 2015 
 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re: Support for TIGER 7 project application-SFMTA 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition is San Francisco’s leading voice for bicycle advocacy. Our 
mission is to promote the bicycle for everyday transportation, and on behalf of our 10,000 
members we advocate for safer bike infrastructure and programming in San Francisco. We are 
writing to express our support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency's 
(SFMTA) TIGER FY 2015 Discretionary Grant application request of $20 million for the 22 
Fillmore Transit Priority Project. 
 
The 22 Fillmore Transit Priority Project will build a rapid transit line that will run along San 
Francisco’s two-mile long 16th Street corridor. Funding by the TIGER Grant program will ensure 
that the corridor serves people walking, biking, and taking transit, supports affordable, active, 
environmentally-friendly transportation modes, and helps the City meet its Vision Zero goals. 
The grant will complete the funding for construction work on new overhead electric trolley wires, 
bus-only lanes, traffic signals, wider sidewalks, and bicycle lanes while bringing existing 
overhead electrical trolley wires into a state of good repair. With these elements in place, the 
city will be able to provide frequent, rapid, reliable, and zero-emission transit service to a 
corridor that is already experiencing tremendous growth, while protecting and improving upon 
existing infrastructure for people biking and walking. The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition is 
particularly interested in the proposed bicycle improvements, which include adding bicycle 
infrastructure onto the 16th Street corridor.  
 
Currently, over 43,000 people currently live within a quarter-mile of the project area with more 
housing built every day.  Approximately, 2,800 businesses employing over 23,000 individuals 
also call the area home. These residents and employees deserve better transportation options. 
By linking four neighborhoods with a 51% minority and 25% low-income population, this project 
will enable workers to make faster multimodal connections to jobs, schools, and healthcare 
services in an area undergoing tremendous growth and redevelopment.   
 
The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition is working on a number of proposed infrastructure 
improvements to the neighborhoods along these routes, and a strong and safe option for people 
biking along the 16th corridor is critical to ensuring that people can move freely and safely 
between neighborhoods and throughout the City. We support the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency’s TIGER Grant application and urge you to do the same. 
 
Sincerely, 

 



Tyler Frisbee 
Policy Director 
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition 



	
  

	
  

	
  

May	
  15,	
  2015	
  

The	
  Honorable	
  Anthony	
  Foxx	
  
Secretary	
  
U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation	
  
1200	
  New	
  Jersey	
  Avenue,	
  S.E.	
  
Washington,	
  D.C.	
  20590	
  
	
  
Re:	
  Support	
  for	
  TIGER	
  7	
  project	
  application-­‐SFMTA	
  22	
  Fillmore	
  Transit	
  Priority	
  Project	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Secretary	
  Foxx:	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  Walk	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  the	
  City’s	
  pedestrian	
  advocacy	
  organization,	
  I	
  am	
  writing	
  to	
  express	
  my	
  strong	
  
support	
  for	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Municipal	
  Transportation	
  Agency's	
  (SFMTA)	
  TIGER	
  FY	
  2015	
  Discretionary	
  Grant	
  
application	
  request	
  of	
  $20	
  million	
  for	
  the	
  22	
  Fillmore	
  Transit	
  Priority	
  Project.	
  
	
  
These	
  funds	
  are	
  critical	
  to	
  building	
  the	
  transportation	
  infrastructure	
  needed	
  to	
  unlock	
  the	
  potential	
  of	
  a	
  rapid	
  
transit	
  line,	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  “22	
  Fillmore”,	
  along	
  San	
  Francisco’s	
  two-­‐mile	
  long	
  16th	
  Street	
  corridor.	
  The	
  grant	
  will	
  
complete	
  the	
  funding	
  for	
  construction	
  work	
  on	
  new	
  overhead	
  electric	
  trolley	
  wires,	
  bus-­‐only	
  lanes,	
  traffic	
  signals,	
  
wider	
  sidewalks,	
  and	
  bicycle	
  lanes	
  while	
  bringing	
  existing	
  overhead	
  electrical	
  trolley	
  wires	
  into	
  a	
  state	
  of	
  good	
  
repair.	
  With	
  these	
  elements	
  in	
  place,	
  the	
  city	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  provide	
  frequent,	
  rapid,	
  reliable,	
  and	
  zero-­‐emission	
  
transit	
  service	
  to	
  a	
  corridor	
  that	
  is	
  already	
  experiencing	
  tremendous	
  growth.	
  
	
  
Currently,	
  over	
  43,000	
  people	
  currently	
  live	
  within	
  a	
  quarter-­‐mile	
  of	
  the	
  project	
  area	
  with	
  more	
  housing	
  built	
  every	
  
day.	
  	
  Approximately,	
  2,800	
  businesses	
  employing	
  over	
  23,000	
  individuals	
  also	
  call	
  the	
  area	
  home.	
  	
  	
  The	
  22	
  Fillmore	
  
Transit	
  Priority	
  Project	
  will	
  offer	
  important	
  ladders	
  of	
  opportunity	
  for	
  local	
  communities	
  accessing	
  new	
  jobs	
  and	
  
healthcare	
  services.	
  	
  By	
  linking	
  four	
  neighborhoods	
  with	
  a	
  51%	
  minority	
  and	
  25%	
  low-­‐income	
  population,	
  this	
  
project	
  will	
  enable	
  workers	
  to	
  make	
  faster	
  multimodal	
  connections	
  to	
  jobs,	
  schools,	
  and	
  healthcare	
  services	
  in	
  an	
  
area	
  undergoing	
  tremendous	
  growth	
  and	
  redevelopment.	
  	
  The	
  project	
  also	
  warrants	
  national	
  attention	
  for	
  
bringing	
  existing	
  infrastructure	
  into	
  a	
  state	
  of	
  good	
  repair,	
  enhancing	
  economic	
  competitiveness	
  of	
  the	
  16th	
  Street	
  
Corridor	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  as	
  a	
  whole,	
  improving	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  for	
  all	
  users	
  of	
  16th	
  Street,	
  promoting	
  
environmental	
  sustainability	
  through	
  emission-­‐free,	
  high	
  quality	
  public	
  transportation.	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  in	
  advance	
  for	
  your	
  consideration	
  of	
  this	
  request.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  questions,	
  or	
  require	
  additional	
  
information,	
  please	
  do	
  not	
  hesitate	
  to	
  contact	
  me.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

	
  
Nicole	
  Ferrara,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  
	
  
cc:	
  	
   Mayor	
  Ed	
  Lee	
   	
  
Ed	
  Reiskin,	
  Director	
  of	
  Transportation,	
  SFMTA	
  









 

 

 
 
 

April 21, 2015 
 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
On behalf of SFMade, I am pleased to support the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency's (SFMTA) TIGER FY 2015 Discretionary Grant application for $20 million for the 16th 
Street Multimodal Corridor Project. 
 
These funds are critical to building a rapid transit line along San Francisco’s two-mile long 16th 
Street corridor that will connect communities to urban employment and healthcare centers, 
regional transportation, and housing. This corridor is seeing tremendous growth. At the eastern 
end the new Mission Bay campus of the University of California San Francisco will add three 
hospitals and more than 4,700 housing units. We project job growth along the corridor to add 
more than 31,000 new jobs. Frequent, rapid, reliable, and zero-emission transit service will 
provide important ladders of opportunity for local communities accessing new jobs and 
healthcare services. The project exemplifies the city’s “Transit First” policy and supports the 
SFMTA’s strategic objective of “making transit, walking, bicycling, taxi, ridesharing and 
carsharing the preferred means of travel” in San Francisco. 
 
As a nonprofit organization focused on the development of San Francisco’s manufacturing 
sector, SFMade supports more than 500 growing manufacturers, who in turn sustain more than 
4000 blue collar jobs in San Francisco – jobs for immigrants, veterans, youth and adults from 
low-income households. The 16th Street Multimodal Corridor is a critical part of the 
transportation infrastructure that delivers these workers to their jobs: more than 20% of San 
Francisco’s local manufacturers are located in close proximity to this key thoroughfare. Our 
data shows that a majority of the manufacturing workforce in San Francisco relies on public 
transit, biking, and walking to get to work. At the same time, many of our manufacturers report 
that current transit service (often slow and infrequent), combined with poor bike and 
pedestrian options, make it even more difficult for their most vulnerable, lower-income 
employees to get to work. We can and must do better. 
 
 



 

 

In addition, there is significant new planned manufacturing space being constructed in the area 
that will be directly impacted by the success of this project. SFMade recently announced - 
through our new non-profit subsidiary PlaceMade- that we will be building a new 
Manufacturing Foundry that, when complete, will provide the first new industrial space that 
San Francisco has seen in decades. The SFMade Manufacturing Foundry at Hundred Hooper will 
house more than 200 new manufacturing jobs, 70% of which will be for individuals from low-
income households. The 16th Street MultiModal Corridor will be an essential enabler of the 
project – which has no on-site parking. In addition, San Francisco’s largest manufacturer – 
Anchor Brewers and Distillers – will be building a new flagship brewery at nearby Pier 48 as part 
of the Mission Rock project, also a major initiative that will need the 16th Street MutiModal 
Corridor Project to transport their more than 400 brewery employees to work. 
 
The 16th Street Multimodal Corridor Project is an example of the city’s “Transit First” policy in 
action. The SFMTA has made this project a priority in support of its Strategic Plan that calls for 
“making transit, walking, bicycling, taxi, ridesharing and carsharing the preferred means of 
travel” in San Francisco and will offer important ladders of opportunity for local communities 
accessing new jobs and healthcare services. The project also warrants national attention for 
bringing existing infrastructure into a state of good repair, enhancing economic 
competitiveness of the 16th Street Corridor and of the city as a whole, improving the quality of 
life for all users of 16th Street, promoting environmental sustainability through emission-free, 
high quality public transportation, and by making 16th Street a safer place to live and travel 
along. A TIGER award will ensure that grant funds are immediately leveraged into realizing the 
goals of the city and the country. 
 
As a now national model for urban manufacturing development – SFMade is a proud co-
founder of the national Urban Manufacturing Alliance, which provides a powerful vehicle for 
major US cities to collaborate on their support for urban manufacturing. The UMA currently has 
52 member cities, including San Francisco, Portland, New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, 
Detroit, Atlanta and others. We look forward to presenting the 16th Street Multimodal Corridor 
project as a successful model for other US cities to adopt as they seek to innovate around the 
role that public transit, biking, and walking can and should play in the sustainable growth of 
urban manufacturing jobs for diverse city residents. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request, and I appreciate your time and 
attention to this important matter. If you have any questions, or require additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff contact me of my office at (415) 987-
7004 or email kate@sfmade.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Kate Sofis 
Executive Director 
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