
13th Street Safety Project
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Traffic Signal Upgrades 
Existing traffic signals mounted near freeway columns 
may be replaced with larger sizes in order to improve 
its visibility to drivers. Traffic signal timing may be 
customized to accommodate traffic flow at different 
times of the day, week, and direction. Signal timing 
improvements will also be made to provide people 
with more time to walk across intersections.

Travel Lane Reduction 
To accommodate a new protected bikeway, the 
number of travel lanes on 13th Street and Duboce 
Avenue will be reduced at certain locations. Lane 
reductions will allow a reallocation of roadway space 
to better serve the complex needs of 13th Street while 
also providing a better sense of safety for all users.

Bulbouts
Bulbouts are one type 
of curb extention that 
is an expansion of the 
sidewalk at the corner of 
intersections. Bulbouts 
provide more sidewalk 
space for people waiting to 
cross the street, encourage 
drivers to turn more slowly 
at intersections, and make 
pedestrians more visible to 
all. This project proposes 
bulbouts at the 13th Street 
intersections with Mission 
Street and Folsom Street.

Parking and Loading Adjustments
This project proposes parking and loading changes 
to accommodate existing land uses and business 
needs. Color curbs can be used to designate space for 
commercial and passenger loading activities.

Curb Ramps
Older curb ramps could be upgraded 
with yellow truncated domes to provide 
a tactile surface that is more visible and 
detectable. This serves people walking 
with a better warning about where there 
is a roadway crossing.

Curb Extensions
Long intersection crossings can be shortened 

with curb extensions. Curb extensions from 
median islands can add extra protection 

for people waiting to cross the street. Curb 
extensions can also form bikeway channels 

that provide protected space for bicyclists to 
approach intersections.

Sidewalk Widening
Due to the placement of freeway 
support columns and historic street 
widening, the sidewalk on the north 
side of 13th Street west of South 
Van Ness Avenue is inadequately 
wide. This project proposes to 
restore the sidewalk to a more 
sufficient width, in alignment with 
the rest of the block.

Accessible Pedestrian Signals
Accessible pedestrian signals (APS) are pedestrian 
push buttons that communicate when to cross 
the street in a non-visual manner, such as audible 
tones, speech messages, and vibrating surfaces. 
SFMTA’s policy is to install APS at signalized 
intersections undergoing a major signal upgrade.

Protected Bikeway
People traveling by bike along 13th 
Street currently do so in mixed 
traffic. This project proposes to install 
protected bikeways in both directions 
of 13th Street and Duboce Avenue 
between Valencia Street and Folsom 
Street. The new protected bikeway 
would close a gap in the city’s bicycle 
network between Folsom Street and 
Valencia Street. A protected bikeway 
offers people biking a dedicated space 
physically separated from motorized 
traffic. The physical separation is 
reinforced using concrete medians, 
plastic delineators, or a row of on-
street parking. 

Intersection Bikeway Improvements
This project proposes to pair protected bikeways with bike 
signals at intersections. Bike signals installed with bike-
only signal phases clarify when bicyclists may enter an 
intersection and is usually paired with restricting conflicting 
vehicle movements. Also, bike boxes are dedicated spaces 
where bicyclists may wait before proceeding. Bike boxes 
with arrows are to facilitate turns onto a perpendicular 
route. Bike boxes are typically painted green as a visual 
cue for all road users to indicate where bicyclists can be 
expected.






