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**PRESS RELEASE** 
 
Polls Open July 24th for Public to Decide Final Five 2018 Muni Artists 
Art & poetry combine to make Muni buses a canvas for artists to be selected by public  

 
SAN FRANCISCO – For the third year, the virtual polling booth at Neighborland will be open 
for the public to choose their five favorite artists to win a place in the 3rd annual Muni Art 
contest, a collaboration between San Francisco Beautiful and the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA). The public will have until Monday, August 28th at 6pm to 
decide what artists they want to appear on Muni buses.   
 
“Muni Art breaks down all barriers and provides art to all people in every neighborhood,” 
said San Francisco Beautiful’s executive director, Darcy Brown. “This is one of few contests 
in the country that truly is public art because the people decide the art they want to see on 
the buses that they ride.”  
 
“We’re pleased to partner with SF Beautiful to bring Muni Art to the public for a third year,” 
said SFMTA director of transportation, Ed Reiskin. “It’s a win-win to be able to bring art and 
poetry to the public using Muni buses as a moving canvas.” 
 
Only Bay Area artists were eligible to submit applications for the Muni Art contest and this 
year over 40 local artists vied for the five finalist slots available. Selected by a committee 
representing local galleries, artists and arts institutions, these 10 finalists now advance to a 
public vote.  San Francisco Beautiful is proud to announce the Muni Art 2018 Finalists: 
 
Cha Diaz (San Mateo County) 
David Carroll (San Francisco County) 
Donavon Brutus (San Francisco County) 
Janet Rumsey (San Francisco County) 
Lam Giang (Alameda County) 
Mara Hernandez (Alameda County) 
Matthew O'Brien (San Francisco County) 
Meli Burgueno (San Francisco County) 
Randi Pace (San Francisco County) 
Tsungwei Moo (San Francisco County) 
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The five artists with the most votes will each have their art displayed on 10 Muni buses this 
fall alongside five pre-selected poems from local, Bay Area poets. The new element of 
poetry is a contribution from Poetry in Motion, a division of the Poetry Society of America 
that places poetry on public transit systems across the country. In addition to having their 
art displayed on buses, the artist who receives the most votes will be awarded $2,000 and 
each of the remaining four will be awarded $1,250.   
 
The Muni Art Project, created by San Francisco Beautiful and The San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency, is now in its third year, and made possible by the generous support 
of members of San Francisco Beautiful and sponsors like AT&T and the Union Square BID. 
There are still sponsorships available.  
 
For more details on the artists or on becoming a sponsor of the Muni Art Project, please visit 
www.sfbeautiful.org/muniart.  
 

### 

Established by voter proposition in 1999, the SFMTA, a department of the City and County of San Francisco, oversees the 
Municipal Railway (Muni), parking and traffic, bicycling, walking and taxis. With five modes of transit, Muni has 
approximately 700,000 passenger boardings each day. Over 1 million people get around this city each day and rely on the 
SFMTA to ensure safe and reliable travel by transit, walking, bicycling, taxi and driving.  
  
311 Free language assistance / 免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratuita con el idioma / Бесплатная помощь переводчиков / Trợ 
giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance linguistique gratuit / 無料の言語支援 / 무료 언어 지원 / Libreng tulong para sa wikang 
Tagalog / คว“มช่วยเหลอืท“งภ“ษ“โดยไม่เส’ยค่าใช้จ่าย 
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