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Fell-Masonic Intersection Improvements

For Bicycles and Pedestrians
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Are the bicycle traffic signals at Fell Street and Masonic Avenue new? Yes, the bicycle traffic signals crossing
Masonic Avenue from the Panhandle Multi-use Path parallel to Fell Street are San Francisco’s first traffic signals
especially designed for bicycle traffic.

How do bicycle traffic signals work? Bicycle traffic signals are simply traffic signals that specifically
regulate bicycle traffic. They are sometimes referred to as “hike heads.” Bicyclists must obey the bicycle
traffic signals just as vehicle drivers must obey traffic signals. The bicycle traffic signal uses the same colors
as a traffic signal: green for go, yellow for yield and red for stop. The key difference between a bicycle signal
and a conventional traffic signal is that the bicycle signal displays color-coded bicycle symbols instead of the
conventional round-lense traffic signals. Bicycle traffic signals are primarily used to reduce conflicts between
bicyclists and motorists at existing signalized intersections.Sections 21456.2 and 21456.3 of the California
Vehicle Code (CVC) clarify the operation of bicycle traffic signals.

Are the bicycle traffic signals part of an experiment? No. Although bicycle signals are new to San
Francisco, they are already used in a number of California communities. The bicycle traffic signal is an
approved traffic control device in the State of California, contained in the California Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (CA MUTCD).

Why did you install the first and only bicycle signal at Fell Street and Masonic Avenue? The Fell-
Masonic bicycle signal was installed to improve conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists at this important
intersection along the Panhandle multi-use path. The new signal creates a protected crossing time for
bicyclists and pedestrians, during which time all motor vehicle traffic wait to make the left turn from Fell Street
onto southbound Masonic Avenue.

Why are bicyclists and pedestrians made to wait for left-turning vehicles from Fell Street? Vehicles turning
left from Fell Street are given the green light before bicyclists and pedestrians so that bicyclists and pedestrians can
be given time to cross without potential motor vehicle conflicts. If there are no or few vehicles waiting in the left-turn
pocket, more time is allowed for the pedestrian and bicycle crossing.

Fell Street and Masonic Avenue was previously a fixed time signal intersection where each signal phase had a set
amount of time regardless of how many people or vehicles were waiting or traveling through the intersection. The
Fell Street left-turning vehicles now have an actuated signal where sensors in the pavement detect vehicles in the
left-turn lane. If there are only a few vehicles in the left-turn lane and they do not need the maximum green arrow
time, then any unneeded time that is left over will automatically be given to bicyclists and pedestrians to cross
Masonic Avenue. If there are no vehicles in the left-turn lane once the signal for Masonic Avenue turns red, then
the left-turn arrow on Fell Street will remain red and bicyclists and pedestrians will receive the maximum green time
possible.

Both bicyclists and pedestrians used to cross Masonic Avenue via the Panhandle Path using the
pedestrian signal. Since the bicycle traffic signals and the pedestrian signals are timed together, why were
bicycle traffic signals installed at all? Bicycle traffic signals were installed to clarify to all users (bicyclists, drivers,
and pedestrians) which traffic signals bicyclists should obey depending on whether they are on Fell Street or the
Panhandle path. For eastbound and westbound bicyclists at the intersection of Fell Street and Masonic Avenue,
bicyclists may legally travel either on the Panhandle Pathway (where they will encounter and must obey the bicycle
traffic signal) or with other vehicle traffic on westbound Fell Street (where they will encounter and must obey the
traffic signal). The bicycle traffic signals for the Panhandle Pathway also clarify the legal right for bicyclists to cross
Masonic Avenue via the Panhandle Pathway without dismounting and walking through the path crossing at
Masonic.

San Francisco anticipates installing additional bicycle signals but no specific locations are yet identified.





