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L Taraval Improvement Project

Major Elements
1.  Rail track and overhead line replacement

2. Water and sewer line replacement

3. Surface repaving

4. Curb ramp upgrades

5. Concrete boarding islands and pedestrian bulbs

6. Traffic signals

7. New trees and landscaping

To Enhance and Improve
The goals of the project are to enhance safety and improve 
transit along the entire Taraval corridor while also adding 
much-needed water and sewer line upgrades
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Construction Schedule

Segment A
SF Zoo to Sunset Blvd

Construction to begin in early 2019 and continue 

through Summer 2020

Segment B 
Sunset Blvd to West Portal

Construction to begin in late 2019 and continue 
through 2021
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View down Taraval Street

CORRIDOR CHARACTER
• Extension of “Boulders/Blues & Surf/Succulents” theme
• Coastal planting palette 
• Warm materials palette
• Vibrant colors and textures

Taraval  S t reetscapePlant ing Schemes

Mosaic  Ga teway Element

Special  Crosswalk Trea tment

Design 
Opportunities
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Boarding Is land Ident i f ica t ion

Leaning Rai ls  a t  Key Stops

Bike Racks

Extend Special  Crosswalk Trea tment

Exact  des ign of  spec ia l  paving in  crosswalk needs 
rev iew and approval  f rom SFMTA

*See lef t  for  co lor  opt ions 

*See lef t  for  boarding i s land un i t  paver and outer  t rackway bands co lor  opt ions

BOARDING ISLAND UNIT PAVERS

BOARDING ISLAND UNIT PAVERS

OUTER TRACKWAY CONCRETE BANDS 

OUTER TRACKWAY CONCRETE BANDS

MATERIALS PALETTE

A
A

A

B

B

Streetscape 
Elements Summary 

• Special crosswalk treatment at MUNI stop 

intersections 

• Unit pavers at boarding islands

• Color concrete at outer bands of trackway

• Themed mosaic tiles at key stops

• Neighborhood specific vinyl graphics at 

bus shelters

• Leaning rails at key stops

• New bike racks & trash receptacles

• Infill tree planting & low planting with 

boulders at boarding islands thumbnails

B

HARDSCAPE PALETTE OPTIONS

OPTION 1 -  WARM SAND 

OPTION 2 -  COOL SLATE

+

+

See
Options*

See
Options*

See boarding i s land en largement
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*Shown as examples  on ly - 
exact  des ign TBD

*Shown as examples  on ly - 
exact  des ign TBD

Taraval  Street  (1944)17th & Taraval  (1951)

Lupine Snowy PloverXerces B lue But terf ly

Shumate’s  Pharmacy at
19th & Taraval  (1936)

*Shown as example on ly -  exact  des ign TBD

Vinyl  Graphics a t  Bus Shel ters

Mosaic  T i les a t  Exis t ing & New Key Stops

NEIGHBORHOOD IDENTIFIERS | Streetscape Amenities

Exist ing Mosaic  Gateway at  Taraval  & Great Highway Preser ve exis t ing murals  at  key s tops (back s ide)

MOSAIC TILE THEME AT KEY STOP OPTIONS

OPTION 1 -  CONTINUE TARAVAL GATEWAY THEME

OPTION 1 -  NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY

OPTION 2 -  CROSS STREET IDENTITY

OPTION 2 -  NATIVE ECOLOGY & CULTURAL

BUS SHELTER GRAPHIC THEME OPTIONS
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PLANT PALETTE | Infill Trees Planting Studies

URBAN FOREST FACT:    
   49% OF TREES ON TARAVAL ST.  IN THE PROJECT AREA      
    ARE LESS THAN 2”  DIAMETER BREAST HEIGHT (DBH)

•  Fog to lerant

•  Wind to lerant

•  Low-water use

•  Low maintenance

• Mainta in  s ight  l ines

•  Drought  to lerant

•  Sandy so i l  to lerant

•  Urban sur v ivabi l i ty

•  Sun exposure

Why are t rees impor tant?

• Trees absorb carbon dioxide 
 (Up to  25 pounds of  CO2 per year)
•  Trees produce oxygen
•  Trees reduce up to 60% of  par t icula te pol lut ion   
 in  the air
•  Trees provide erosion control  and act  as  f lood   
 control  agents
•  Trees provide habi ta t  for  b i rds  and benef ic ia l    
 insects

People are more l ike ly to shop on s t reets  that  are planted wi th  t rees* 

Clean and green set t ings exper ience less  pet ty cr imes suc h as 

vandal i sm,  graff i t i  and l i t ter** 

Trees act  as  t raff ic  calming agents  (dr ivers  perce ive the s t reet  as 

narrower)*

A mature t r ee  in  an urban env i ronment  prov ides up to 
$162,000  in  ecosys tem ser v ices* :

*Mic hael  K ins ley -  Rocky Mountain  Ins t i tu te,  Denver CO
**New Kens ington Study-The Whar ton Sc hool

Sunset/Project  Area 
P lant ing Cr i ter ia

Exis t ing Tree Canopy Along Taraval  Project Area Shown

Exis t ing Trees 

Japanese Flowering Cherry 
Prunus serrulata
(31 existing)

New Zealand Christmas Tree
Metrosideros excelsa
(26 existing)

Yew Podocarpus 
Podocarpus macrophyllus
(33 existing)

Black Acacia
Acacia melanoxylon
(15 existing)

Myoporum
Myoporum laetum
(16 existing)

Water Gum 
Tristaniopsis laurina 
(11 existing)
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View from boarding island planter

Agave at tenuata 
‘Bout in  B lue ’ ,  3FT

Calandr in ia 
grandif lora,  1FT 

Agave blue glow,  1-2FT Hesperaloe par v i fo l ia , 
3FT

Er iogonum lat i fo l ium, 
<2FT

Carex tesetacea 
‘Prair ie  F i re ’ ,  2-3FT

Senec io v i ta l i s ,  <1FT Armer ia mar i t ima v. 
ca l i forn ica,  <1FT

Eryngium bourgat i i 
‘P icos  Amethyst ’ ,  2-3FT 

Habitat for green 
hairstreak butterflies

PLANT PALETTE | Infill Trees & Low Planting
Proposed Plant ing Palet te  

Low Plant ing & Accent  Bou lders  at  Boarding I s lands (under 3’  ta l l )

Fog to lerant
Wind to lerant 
Low-water use
Low maintenance
Maintain  s ight  l ines
Drought  to lerant
Sandy so i l  to lerant
Urban sur v ivabi l i ty

Cabbage Palm  
Cordyline australis 

Olive Tree  
Olea europaea 
‘Majestic Beauty’

Windmill Palm
Trachycarpus fortunei

Primrose Tree 
Lagunaria patersonii

Peppermint Tree  
Agonis flexuosa

Catalina Ironwood 
Lyonothamnus floribundus 
asplenifolius 

Sunset/Project  Area 
P lant ing Cr i ter ia

B

B

A

C

C

Palms as ver t i ca l 
wayf inding at  in tersect ions

Var iety of  shor ter  t ree 
spec ies  corr idor-wide

A

A A A A A

B
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