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SAN FRANCISCO
MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY

DIVISION: Streets

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:

Amending Division Il of the Transportation Code to streamline sections listing vehicle weight
restrictions, commercial passenger vehicle restrictions, transit-only lanes, and speed limits, in order
to save SFMTA staff time and resources and to make other conforming changes; and transferring
the existing $108 fine for stopping, standing or parking in an area of the street designated for
public transit buses, such as transit-only-lanes, from a violation of Transportation Code Section
7.2.39 to a violation of California Vehicle Code Section 22500(m).

SUMMARY:

e Division Il of the Transportation Code codifies hundreds of specific restrictions by street
related to vehicle weight, commercial passenger vehicles, transit-only lanes, and speed
limits, but this codification is not required by local, state, or federal law.

e Amending the Transportation Code to update these restrictions uses SFMTA and City
Attorney’s Office staff time and resources without providing any benefit to the public since
road users learn about these restrictions through on-street signage, not by looking them up
in the Transportation Code.

e Uncodifying these restrictions and discontinuing listing these restrictions in the
Transportation Code will save the SEMTA resources while having no effect on the public’s
ability to participate as additions, removals, and amendments to these restrictions. These
restrictions will continue to follow the same SFMTA Board of Directors approval process.

e This action requires approval by the SFMTA Board and modifications to Transportation
Code Division Il, Articles 100, 200, 500, 600, and 700.

All restrictions proposed to be uncodified will remain in effect.

This item would also transfer the existing $108 fine for stopping, standing or parking in an
area of the street designated for public transit buses, such as transit-only lanes, from a
violation of Transportation Code Section 7.2.39 to a violation of California Vehicle Code
Section 22500(m).

ENCLOSURES:
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2. Transportation Code Amendment
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PURPOSE

Amending Division Il of the Transportation Code to streamline sections listing vehicle weight
restrictions, commercial passenger vehicle restrictions, transit-only lanes, and speed limits, in
order to save SFMTA staff time and resources and to make other conforming changes; and
transferring the existing $108 fine for stopping, standing or parking in an area of the street
designated for public transit buses, such as transit-only-lanes, from a violation of
Transportation Code Section 7.2.39 to a violation of California Vehicle Code Section
22500(m).

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS AND TRANSIT FIRST POLICY PRINCIPLES:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goals:

Goal 9: Fix things before they break, and modernize systems and infrastructure.
Goal 10: Position the agency for financial success.

This item supports the following Transit First Policy Principles:

1. To ensure quality of life and economic health in San Francisco, the primary objective of
the transportation system must be the safe and efficient movement of people and
goods.

Public transit, including taxis and vanpools, is an economically and environmentally
sound alternative to transportation by individual automobiles. Within San Francisco,
travel by public transit, by bicycle and on foot must be an attractive alternative to travel
by private automobile.

DESCRIPTION

Division Il of the Transportation Code contains several categories of location-based restrictions
related to vehicle weight, commercial passenger vehicles, transit-only lanes, and speed limits.
Modifications to the Transportation Code, including all of the past amendments to these
sections, requires the City Attorney’s Office to draft legislation to codify the restriction,
requires staff to notify the action 10 days prior to action, approval by the SFMTA Board at a
public hearing, and action by the City’s legal publisher for inclusion in the City’s online code
(https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san francisco/latest/overview). This time-consuming
process requires a disproportionate amount of staff time and time by the City Attorney’s
Office on typically minor changes and thus adds to the current challenges faced by the SFMTA
in this budgetary environment.

The restrictions include:
e Transportation Code 501. Vehicle Weight Restrictions: 175 Restrictions
e Transportation Code 503. Commercial Passenger Vehicles: 56 Restrictions
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e Transportation Code 601. Designated Transit Only Areas: 103 Restrictions

e Transportation Code 602. Designated Temporary Transit-Only Areas and Tow Away
Zones: 4 Restrictions

e Transportation Code 702. Designated Speed Limits: 160 Restrictions

Consultation with the City Attorney’s Office revealed that codification of these restrictions
in the Transportation Code is not required by federal, state, or local law and that practice
around the state as to which restrictions are codified varied significantly and revealed no
discernable pattern. The authority of Transportation Code 602 expired 120 days after the
COVID emergency.

Removal of these restrictions from the published Transportation Code does not affect
their effectiveness and elimination or addition of any particular restriction will continue to
require changes by resolution as described in Transportation Code 201(c). SFMTA staff
will continue to track these restrictions to ensure that on-street signage reflects the
actions taken by the SFMTA Board of Directors. All restrictions proposed to be uncodified
will remain in effect.

In addition to removing these sections from the Transportation Code, the proposed
amendment would make other minor conforming changes to update the code related to
transit-only areas, and would aid in enforcement of transit-only areas by transferring the
existing $108 fine for stopping, standing or parking in an area of the street designated for
public transit buses, from a violation of Transportation Code Section 7.2.39 to a violation
of California Vehicle Code Section 22500(m).Currently, Transportation Code, Division |,
Section 7.2.39 provides a local violation for parking in a transit-only lane. Since State law
provides a violation encompassing the same activity, the local violation is unnecessary and
changing the fine reference to the California Vehicle Code will replace the local violation.
Staff intend to pursue removal of Section 7.2.39 at the Board of Supervisors at a later
date.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Since this action does not primarily create changes to street conditions or regulations, and
largely is only a change to internal processes on how select street changes are documented,
no external stakeholders were consulted as part of this proposed Transportation Code change.
In the future, outreach to stakeholders and public hearing processes related to any changes to
any of the restrictions discussed here would generally remain the same. The cost of the
existing fine of $108 remains the same, but enforcement reference changes from 7.2.39 to
22500(m); there is no change to the public for the violation or the fine amount.

PUBLISHED NOTICE

Charter Section 16.112 requires published notice and a hearing before the SFMTA may
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institute or change any schedule of rates or charges that affect the public. In compliance with
Charter Section 16.112, advertisements ran in the City’s official newspaper, the San Francisco
Examiner, on April 9th, 2026, and April 15, 2026, to provide notice that the Board of Directors
will hold a public hearing on April 21, 2026, to set a fine for violation of California Vehicle
Code Section 22500(m).t

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The SFMTA considered continuing to publish the listed restrictions but rejected this alternative
because it is not required by law and requires the use of scarce SFMTA resources and staff
time.

FUNDING IMPACT

Preparing a Transportation Code ordinance compared to adding an item to the parking and
traffic legislation consent calendar resolution takes additional time from upper-level SFMTA
engineers, as well as additional time from City Attorney’s office.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

On March 17, 2026, the SEMTA, under authority delegated by the Planning Department,
determined that the proposed amendments to Transportation Code, Division Il is not a
“project” under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations Sections 15060(c) and 15378(b).

A copy of the CEQA determination is on file with the Secretary to the SFMTA Board of
Directors and is incorporated herein by reference.

OTHER APPROVALS RECEIVED OR STILL REQUIRED
The City Attorney’s Office has reviewed this calendar item.
RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directions
amend Division Il of the Transportation Code to streamline sections listing vehicle weight
restrictions, commercial passenger vehicle restrictions, transit-only lanes, and speed limits, in
order to save SFMTA staff time and resources and to make other conforming changes; and
transfer the $108 fine for stopping, standing or parking in an area of the street designated for
public transit buses, such as transit-only-lanes, from a violation of Transportation Code Section
7.2.39 to a violation of California Vehicle Code Section 22500(m).



SAN FRANCISCO
MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESOLUTION No.

WHEREAS, Division Il of the Transportation Code currently codifies hundreds of specific
restrictions by street related to vehicle weight, commercial passenger vehicles, transit-only
lanes, and speed limits; and,

WHEREAS, The codification of these location-based restrictions is not required by local,
state, or federal law; and,

WHEREAS, Amending the Transportation Code to update these restrictions uses
SFMTA and City Attorney’s Office staff time and resources without providing any benefit to
the public since road users learn about these restrictions through on-street signage, not by
looking them up in the Transportation Code; and,

WHEREAS, Uncodifying these restrictions and discontinuing listing these restrictions in
the Transportation Code will save the SFMTA resources while having no effect on the public’s
ability to participate as additions, removals, and amendments to these restrictions; these
restrictions will continue to follow the same SFMTA Board of Directors approval process; and,

WHEREAS, Eliminating the need to engage in this time-intensive process on typically
minor changes and will help to alleviate the challenges faced by the SFMTA in this budgetary
environment; and,

WHEREAS, Although the SFMTA Board of Directors is uncodifying these restrictions, it
is not rescinding the restrictions and they remain in effect; and,

WHEREAS, Transferring the $108 fine for stopping, standing or parking in an area of
the street designated for public transit buses, from a violation of Transportation Code Section
7.2.39 to a violation of California Vehicle Code Section 22500(m) will aid in enforcement of
transit-only areas; and,

WHEREAS, On March 17, 2026, the SFMTA, under authority delegated by the Planning
Department, determined that the proposed amendments to Transportation Code, Division Il is
not a “project” under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Title 14 of
the California Code of Regulations Sections 15060(c) and 15378(b); and,

WHEREAS, A copy of the CEQA determination is on file with the Secretary to the
SFMTA Board of Directors and is incorporated herein by reference; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directors
amends the Transportation Code, Division Il, Articles 100, 200, 500, 600, and 700 to remove
the lists of place-based restrictions related to vehicle weight restrictions, commercial passenger
vehicle restrictions, transit-only lanes, and speed limits, and to make other conforming
changes; and, further be it

RESOLVED, That all restrictions being uncodified by this Resolution remain in effect;
and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directors
approves transferring the $108 fine for stopping, standing or parking in an area of the street
designated for public transit buses, such as transit-only-lanes, from a violation of
Transportation Code Section 7.2.39 to a violation of California Vehicle Code Section 22500(m)
and directs staff to publish the fine consistent with Transportation Code, Division I, Section
301(b)(3).

| certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Agency Board of Directors at its meeting of April 21, 2026.

Secretary to the Board of Directors
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency



RESOLUTION NO.

[Transportation Code - Streamlining]

Resolution amending Division Il of the Transportation Code to streamline the Code by

removing lists of restrictions that state law does not require to be published.

NOTE: Additions are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font.
Deletions are in strike-through-itatiesTines New-Ronan-font.
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are-in-strikethrough-Arial-font.
Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

The Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directors of the City and County of San
Francisco enacts the following regulations:

Section 1. Article 100, 200, 500, 600, and 700 of Division Il of the Transportation Code
is hereby amended by revising Sections 101, 201, 501, and 503, and by deleting Sections
601, 602, 701, and 702 to read as follows:

SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS.

Any words or phrases that are not defined in the Vehicle Code or in Division | of this

Code shall have the meanings set forth below.

* % % *

Transit-Only Area. The locations that are reserved for the use of public transit
vehicles;-as-specified-inArticte-600-of this-PivisionH and other authorized vehicles.

SEC. 201. PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTING PARKING AND TRAFFIC
CONTROLS

* % % *
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(b) Public Hearings. The following Parking and traffic measures may be
implemented following a Public Hearing by the City Traffic Engineer or, if a project includes

actions in this subsection and subsection (c), the City Traffic Engineer may recommend a

hearing at the SFMTA Board of Directors:

* * % *

(#413) Determine the locations for Longer-Term Closure of Parking Spaces for

purposes of issuing a permit for a Curbside Shared Space as defined by Administrative

Code Chapter 94A.

(c) SFMTA Board of Directors' Action Required. The following Parking and
traffic measures may not be implemented without prior approval of the SFMTA Board of
Directors, taking into consideration the recommendation of the City Traffic Engineer:

* * % *

(12)

sranted-tothe- CityTraffic Fneineer-in-subsection{b{13)-above- Designate locations and hours

of operation of Transit-Only Areas for use of public transit vehicles and other authorized

vehicles.

(13) Establish speed limits on Streets consistent with the requirements of the

California Vehicle Code.

SEC. 501. VEHICLE WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS.
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(@)  The operation of a vehicle with gross weight in excess of 6,000 pounds on the
Streets listed in Section 501(b), or the operation of a vehicle with unladen weight in excess of

18,000 pounds on any Street designated by the SEFMTA Board of Directors listed-in-Seetion-56+tc)

is a violation of Division |, Section 7.2.77 (Weight Restricted Streets).
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(b)tdy Exemptions. The provisions of this Section 501 shall not apply to:

(1)  Any vehicle which is subject to the provisions of Section 1031 to 1036,
inclusive, of the California Public Utilities Code and which has received a certificate
from the CPUC pursuant to those Sections declaring that the public necessity and
convenience require the operation of the vehicle, provided that the certificate
authorizes that vehicle to be operated within the City, and the vehicle is being operated
for the purpose authorized in, and consistent with the terms of, the certificate. This
exemption shall not apply to vehicles operated as round-trip sightseeing tour service as

defined by the CPUC;

(2)  Any commercial vehicle coming from an unrestricted Street having
ingress and egress by direct route to and from that portion of the restricted Streets set
forth above, when necessary for the purpose of making pickups of refuse, pickups or
deliveries of passengers, goods, wares and merchandise from or to any building or
structure located on such restricted Street, or for the purpose of delivering materials or
equipment to be used in the actual and bona fide repairs, alteration, remodeling or
construction of such restricted Street, or for any building or structure upon such

restricted Street for which a building permit has previously been obtained;
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(3)  Any vehicle owned by a public utility while in use in the construction,

installation or repair of any public utility;

(4)  Transit vehicles operated by the SFMTA along a regularly scheduled

route;
(5) School buses when operated for the transportation of school pupils;

(6)  Any vehicle owned by the City while being used in the course of official

business; and
(7) Emergency vehicles.
SEC. 503. COMMERCIAL PASSENGER VEHICLES; RESTRICTED STREETS.

(a) Prohibition. Operation of a commercial vehicle with seating capacity of nine or
more persons (including the driver), used or maintained for the transportation of persons for

profit, upon any Street designated by the SEMTA Board of Directorstisted-in-Seection-503(b} is a

violation of Division I, Section 7.2.87 (Commercial Passenger Vehicle Restrictions).
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(b)tey Exceptions. The requirements of this Section 503 shall not apply to:
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(1)  Any vehicle which is subject to the provisions of Sections 1031 to 1036,
inclusive, of the California Public Utilities Code and which has received a certificate from the
CPUC pursuant to those Sections declaring that the public necessity and convenience require
the operation of the vehicle, provided that the certificate authorizes that vehicle to be operated
within the City, and the vehicle is being operated for the purpose authorized in, and consistent
with the terms of, the certificate. This exemption shall not apply to vehicles operated as round-

trip sightseeing tour service as defined by the CPUC,;

(2)  Any commercial vehicle coming from an unrestricted Street having ingress and
egress by direct route to and from that portion of the restricted Streets set forth above, when
necessary for the purpose of making pickups or deliveries of passengers, goods, wares and

merchandise from or to any building or structure located on such restricted Street;

(3)  Any vehicle owned by a public utility while in use in the construction, installation

or repair of any public utility;
(4) Transit vehicles operated by the SFMTA along a regularly scheduled route;
(5) School buses when operated for the transportation of school pupils;
(6)  Any jitney bus operating pursuant to authority granted by a City permit;

(7)  Any vehicle owned by the City while being used in the course of official

business;

(8)  Any private vehicle that is operating pursuant to a contract with the City of San

Francisco for the purpose of providing services to the public; or
(9) Emergency vehicles.

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS Page 17

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Page 18

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Page 19

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Page 20

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Page 21

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Page 22

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Page 23

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Page 24

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Page 25

SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



SFMTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS Page 26

4922-5776-7565, v. 3



Judah St (Westhound) .
Post St. Goush St
Potrero Ave.
(Seuthbound)
Westbound)
Westbound)
FTaraval-St{Eastbonnd)
Taraval-St{Westbound)
Townsend-St-
thastbound)
Morndey—Friday Bush-St—(Eastbound) SansomeSt 151 Feet Easterly
Westbound)
Monday—Friday
Monday—Friday
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Section 2. Effective Date. This resolution shall become effective 31 days after

enactment. Enactment occurs when the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency
Board of Directors approves this resolution.

Section 3. Scope of Resolution. In enacting this resolution, the San Francisco
Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directors intends to amend only those words,
phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, numbers, letters, punctuation marks,
charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Transportation Code that are explicitly
shown in this resolution as additions or deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears

under the official title of the resolution.
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DAVID CHIU, City Attorney

By:

MISHA TSUKERMAN
Deputy City Attorney

4922-5776-7565

| certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the San Francisco Municipal

Transportation Agency Board of Directors at its meeting of April 21, 2026.

Secretary to the Board of Directors
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency
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