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This complete streets project will improve safety, transportation options, and attractiveness along Polk Street between Union and McAllister. It is a joint project with Public Works and the Planning Department. The impetus for the project was the high concentration of crashes involving people walking and bicycling, lack of a designated bicycle facility for much of the corridor, and an opportunity to coordinate with the repaving of Polk Street. Addressing this history of crashes on Polk Street is no less urgent with the SFMTA Board’s adoption of the goal of Vision Zero.The project will address crash patterns by adding bulbouts, separate traffic signal phases, turn restrictions, and daylighting to problem intersections. Service for the 19-Polk will be improved by consolidating stops and adding bus bulbs at select locations. The safety and comfort of bicycling will be improved by adding a greater degree of separation to existing bike lanes and by adding new bike lanes to segments of Polk. The project will also make Polk a more inviting place to walk, visit and shop by adding landscaping, decorative street lighting, and improving several alleys.  
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Polk Streetscape Project Proposed Improvements 
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Bicycle SafetyProtected bike lane northbound from McAllister to CaliforniaGreen bike lane southbound from Union to McAllisterBicycle traffic signals at high collision locations to separate turning vehicles and through bike riders.  Our team has done a tremendous amount of work on this project to analyze and address the specific crash patterns on Polk Street while consistently working with over 200 small business on Polk Street to improve access for the most customers and help improve delivery services.While this is a preview, you will be getting a much more in depth presentation on the design of the Polk Street project in early 2015.



Polk Streets Project Proposed Improvements 
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Pedestrian SafetyHigh Visibility CrosswalksPedestrian countdown signalsCorner bulboutsTransitBus stop consolidationBus stop relocation to far sideBus bulbsLeft and right turn lanes to make traffic flow more smoothlyAestheticsStreet lighting upgradesLandscaping Alley ImprovementsCommercial LoadingMore loading zones where they are needed most



Project Timeline 
Planning: 2012-2014 
 
Environmental Review: 

– 2014 (complete) 

 
Detailed Design:  

– Start Fall 2014 
– Finish (est) Fall 2015 

 
Construction :  

– Start: (est) Summer 2016   
– Finish: (est) Winter 2017 
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Planning and Environmental Review for the project are complete. Detailed design is underway and we anticipate construction to begin in mid 2016
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