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Folsom-Howard Streetscape Project
Open House
December 8th & 10th 2016

SAN FRANCISCO STREET POLICIES 

POTENTIAL 
STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS

DISTINCTIVE, UNIFIED 
OVERALL DESIGN

Integrated site furnishings � [ Section 6.5 ]

Pedestrian-oriented lighting � [ 6.3 ]

Minimize site cluttering � [ 6.5 ] 

SPACE FOR PUBLIC LIFE

Visible crossings � [ 5.1 ]

Slower turning speed � [ 5.2 ]

Shorter crossing distances � [ 5.3 ]

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY UNIVERSAL DESIGN

RECLAIMING EXCESS
STREET SPACE

INTEGRATING PEDS
AND TRANSITEXTENSIVE GREENING  ECOLOGY

Generous, unobstructed sidewalks � [ 4.2 ]

Curb ramps for all users � [ 5.1 ]

Accessible pedestrian signals � [ 5.1 ]

Flexible use for cafe seating � [ 5.6 ]

Permanent mini-plazas � [ 5.3 ]

Landscaping in the parking lane � [ 6.1 ]

Stormwater management � [ 6.2 ]

Permeable materials � [ 6.2 ]

Streets as habitats � [ 6.1 ]

Healthy urban forest � [ 6.1 ]

Expanded sidewalk plantings � [ 6.1 ]

Utility consolidation � [ 6.6 ]

Transit rider amenities � [ 5.5 ]

Bus bulbouts and boarding islands � [ 5.5 ]

Safe, convenient routes to transit � [ 5.5 ]

Street parks and new plazas � [ 5.8 ]

Traffic circles � [ 5.7 ]

Landscaped medians � [ 5.4 ]

CREATIVE USE OF
PARKING LANE

Shared public ways � [ 5.8 ]

Temporary or permanent street closures � [ 5.8 ]

Raised crossings � [ 5.1 ]

Reclaim excess street space for public use � [ 5.8 ]

Safe public seating for neighborhood gathering �
[ 6.5 ]

Merchant participation � [ 6.5 ]

T it id iti

TRANSIT FIRST POLICY
 -SF CITY CHARTER SECTION 8A.115
“Decisions regarding the use of limited public street 
and sidewalk space shall encourage the use of 
public rights of way by pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
public transit.”

COMPLETE STREETS POLICY
 -PUBLIC WORKS CODE 2.4.13
“..a project involving the planning, construction, 
reconstruction, or repaving of a public right-of-
way, such project shall include...transit, pedestrian, 
and bicycle improvements” 

BETTER STREETS POLICY
 -SF ADMIN CODE SECTION 98
“..all City Departments shall coordinate their 
various determinations regarding the planning, 
design, and use of public rights-of-way...” 

Source: SF Better Streets Plan

SAN FRANCISCO STREET POLICIES
TRANSIT FIRST POLICY
- SF CITY CHARTER SECTION 8A.115

“DECISIONS REGARDING THE USE OF LIMITED PUBLIC 
STREET AND SIDEWALK SPACE SHALL ENCOURAGE 
THE USE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY BY PEDESTRIANS, 
BICYCLISTS, AND PUBLIC TRANSIT.”

COMPLETE STREETS POLICY
- PUBLIC WORKS CODE 2.4.13

“... A PROJECT INVOLVING THE PLANNING, 
CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION, OR REPAVING OF 
A PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY, SUCH PROJECT SHALL INCLUDE 
... TRANSIT, PEDESTRIAN, AND BICYCLE IMPROVEMENTS.”

BETTER STREETS POLICY
- SF ADMIN CODE SECTION 98

“... ALL CITY DEPARTMENTS SHALL COORDINATE THEIR 
VARIOUS DETERMINATIONS REGARDING THE PLANNING, 
DESIGN, AND USE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS - OF -WAY.”
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DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE PLAN
ADOPTED JULY 13, 1995
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PROJECT CONSTRAINTS

1. SUB-SIDEWALK BASEMENTS

2. EXISTING CABLE CAR RAILS

3. CABLE CAR RIGHT OF WAY/ENVELOPE

4. ACCESSIBILITY

5. DRAINAGE

6. MAINTENANCE

7. VERTICAL ELEMENTS
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OPPORTUNIT IES & CONSTRAINTS

General Powell St. Opportunities 
and Constraints
- Varying paving pattern along the street
- Heavy visitor foot traffic
- Subsidewalk basements
- Rail/Curb elevation
- Large Pedestrian Volumes

G
ea

ry

Loading

Loading Example of Shared 
Street Concept

Cable Car boarding between 
trash can and newspaper 
rack 

Noticeable grade change
between street and sidewalk

Noticeable grade change
between street and sidewalk

Parklet location does not allow
for ease of pedestrian traffic

Loading

Existing Cafe
Seating

Restricted traffic to only 
taxis, commercial vehicles 
and cable car system

Loading

Consistently sunny at 
noon during winter and 
summer months

Consistently sunny at 
most times of the day

Consistently sunny at 
most times of the day

Bus StopBus Stop

Conflicts between pedestrians 
and turning vehicles
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SUN-SHADE STUDY
Jan 15:

July 15:

9 amN 12 pmN 3 pmN

9 amN 12 pmN 3 pmN
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TYPICAL STREETL IFE AND PAVING

CABLE CAR BOARDING AT O’FARRELL EXISTING CAFE ZONE LOADING ZONES

EXISTING PARKLET RED TRANSIT LANES SIDEWALK PAVING
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SECTION

EXIST ING CONDIT ION: MARKET TO ELL IS


