
CHECK IF PREPARING SEPARATE SFMTA BOARD CALENDAR ITEM FOR PROPOSAL: 

PreStaff_Date: 2/17/2026

Location: Clay Street from Kearny Street to Sansome Street

Subject: Chinatown Parking and Transit Improvements

PROPOSAL / REQUEST:
RESCIND – BUS AND TAXI ONLY LANE, 7AM TO 9AM AND 3PM TO 6PM, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
Clay Street, eastbound, from Kearny Street to Montgomery Street
RESCIND – BUS AND TAXI ONLY LANE, 3PM TO 6PM, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
Clay Street, eastbound, from Montgomery Street to Leidesdorff Street
ESTABLISH – BUS AND TAXI ONLY LANE AT ALL TIMES
Clay Street, eastbound, from Kearny Street to Leidesdorff Street
ESTABLISH – BUS ZONE
Clay Street, south side, from Kearny Street to 135 feet easterly (extends existing 80-foot bus zone by 55 feet 
and removes 3 metered yellow commercial loading parking spaces)
RESCIND – METERED YELLOW COMMERCIAL LOADING, 1-HOUR TIME LIMIT, 9AM – 3PM, MONDAY 
THROUGH FRIDAY
Clay Street, south side, from 135 feet to 206 feet east of Kearny Street (establishes 4 general metered parking 
spaces)

**SEE ATTCHMENT A FOR ENTIRE PROPOSED LEGISLATION**

BACKGROUND INFORMATION / COMMENTS

- The 1 California is one of Muni’s most heavily used bus lines, carrying 20,000 daily riders with runs every 5 to
10 minutes on weekdays from 33rd Avenue on the west end to Drumm St on the east. This is made possible in
part by transit only lanes along California Street, Clay Street and Sacramento Street. This proposal focuses on
transit only lanes on Clay Street from Kearny Street to Sansome Street where buses run every 5 minutes.
- Part-time tow-away restrictions were installed on Clay Street in Chinatown in 2016 to improve reliability on the
1 California due to bus speeds that averaged as slow as 3 MPH during the peak period.
- In response to Chinatown merchant requests to remove the 3-6 PM tow-away transit lane and restore parking
on Clay Street, we have identified an opportunity to reconfigure traffic lanes and parking between Kearny and
Sansome streets to better serve both transit riders and local businesses.
- This concept would address both parking access and transit reliability goals by removing the part-time tow-
away on the south block faces, converting the adjacent general-purpose lane to a 24/7 transit lane (where right-
turning vehicles and taxis would be allowed), and converting curbside parking from part-time to full-time parking.
- This results in an estimated gain of 11 full-time spaces which equates to a 35% increase in parking availability
during weekday daytime hours (7AM to 7PM) while minimizing impacts on the reliability of the 1 California
- This helps address merchants’ concerns regarding existing part-time tow away restrictions meanwhile
improving 1 California service for Muni riders
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RESCIND – BUS AND TAXI ONLY LANE, 7AM TO 9AM AND 3PM TO 6PM, MONDAY 

THROUGH FRIDAY 

Clay Street, eastbound, from Kearny Street to Montgomery Street 

RESCIND – BUS AND TAXI ONLY LANE, 3PM TO 6PM, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

Clay Street, eastbound, from Montgomery Street to Leidesdor� Street 

ESTABLISH – BUS AND TAXI ONLY LANE AT ALL TIMES 

Clay Street, eastbound, from Kearny Street to Leidesdor� Street 

ESTABLISH – BUS ZONE 

Clay Street, south side, from Kearny Street to 135 feet easterly (extends existing 80-foot bus 

zone by 55 feet and removes 3 metered yellow commercial loading parking spaces) 

RESCIND – METERED YELLOW COMMERCIAL LOADING, 1-HOUR TIME LIMIT, 9AM – 

3PM, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

Clay Street, south side, from 135 feet to 206 feet east of Kearny Street (establishes 4 

general metered parking spaces) 

ESTABLISH – METERED YELLOW COMMERCIAL LOADING, 1-HOUR TIME LIMIT, 7AM – 

6PM, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

Clay Street, south side, from 223 feet to 285 feet east of Kearny Street 

ESTABLISH – TOW AWAY NO STOPPING ANYTIME 

Clay Street, south side, from 287 feet to 415 feet east of Kearny Street 

Supervisor District 3 

This proposal converts a part-time transit lane to a full-time transit lane and expands 

parking from part-time to full-time parking.     

Sebastian Arias, Sebastian.Arias@sfmta.com 

new contact: ChinatownParking@sfmta.com
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1 California effective 06/10/2023

Van Ness to Drumm

33rd Ave to Arguello

Arguello to Van Ness

Van N
ess

California

1 California Short Turnaround
Last Outbound Stop:
California & Presidio (#13892)
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