
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 5, 2016 
 
 

**PRESS RELEASE** 
SFMTA and San Francisco Beautiful Kick-Off 2nd Annual Muni Art Program 

“San Francisco Neighborhoods” theme will feature the work of five artists on 100 muni buses 
 
San Francisco—The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) and San 
Francisco Beautiful (SFB) are teaming up for the second year to showcase the work of 
artists living in the Bay Area.  Beginning today and until June 17th, artists from throughout 
the nine Bay Area counties are invited to submit proposals with the 2017 theme, “San 
Francisco Neighborhoods” for contest consideration. In August, five finalists will be 
announced and given the opportunity to transform Muni buses across the city into rolling 
art galleries for the delight of the over 700,000 daily commuters throughout San Francisco 
from January to May 2017. 
 
“The Muni Art Program aligns with so much of what we try to do at the SFMTA,” said Ed 
Reiskin, SFMTA Director of Transportation. “This art is a common thread that brings riders 
closer together and is another step in our overall work to improve service and make Muni 
an even better experience for both our customers and our employees.”  
 
The 2015 Muni Art project was so successful that SFMTA decided to double the number of 
“art gallery” buses to 100 for the launch in January 2017, because of the large amount of 
public interest and voting.  Last year, the 1st annual contest, SFMTA’s dressed-to-impress 
art buses hit the streets in tandem with the systemwide improvements of Muni Forward. 
Each work captured the spirit of San Francisco, translating it into interior car panels so it 
could ride alongside passengers. Another goal of the project was to spread the dressed 
buses throughout the city so as many riders as possible would have the opportunity to 
commute in a moving art gallery.  
 
“We are so thrilled to partner with SFMTA for the second annual Muni Art Project,” said 
Darcy Brown, Executive Director of San Francisco Beautiful. “Art has always been 
identified with the fabric of the City, but our local artists are bravely struggling against 
some very daunting economic obstacles.  The Muni “art gallery” buses support our local 
artists by exposing their work to thousands of residents and visitors every day.” 
 

    

1 South Van Ness Avenue 7th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94103 415.701.4500 www.sfmta.com 



 2 

The deadline for artists to submit proposals is June 17th at 6 p.m.  A committee which 
includes local gallery owners and representatives from arts institutions will choose the ten 
finalists by July 22nd then the public will vote for the top five finalists between July 25th and 
August 9th with the winners announced on August 10th. In addition to having their art 
displayed on buses, the artist who receives the most votes will be awarded $2,000 and 
each of the remaining four will be awarded $1,250.   
 
For artist entry guidelines and sponsorship opportunities, please visit 
www.sfbeautiful.org/muniart or call Peter Clarke, Muni Art project manager at 415-636-
5971 or email at peter@sfbeautiful.org.  
 

### 
 
SFMTA  
Contact: Paul Rose 
415.601.1637, cell 
paul.rose@sfmta.com  
 
Established by voter proposition in 1999, the SFMTA, a department of the City and County of San Francisco, oversees 
the Municipal Railway (Muni), parking and traffic, bicycling, walking and taxis. With five modes of transit, Muni has 
approximately 700,000 passenger boardings each day. Over 1 million people get around this city each day and rely on 
the SFMTA to ensure safe and reliable travel by transit, walking, bicycling, taxi and driving. 
 
311 Free language assistance / 免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratis con el idioma / Бесплатная помощь переводчиков / Trợ 
giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance linguistique gratuite / 無料の言語支援 / 무료 언어 지원 / Libreng tulong para sa 
wikang Tagalog / การช่วยเหลอืทางด้านภาษาโดยไม่เสยีค่าใช้จ่าย / مقرلا ىلع يناجملا ةدعاسملا طخ 

 
 
San Francisco Beautiful  
Contact: Darcy Brown 
415-307-7707 
 
About San Francisco Beautiful 
Founded in 1947 to save the iconic cable cars, San Francisco Beautiful is the only organization that continues to protect 
the unique neighborhood character, civic beauty and livability of San Francisco. www.sfbeautiful.org  
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