


Thanks to Pi Ra

We appreciate his efforts to create and help the 
San Francisco Pedestrian Safety Advisory 

Committee get started and wish him well in his 
future endeavors.

Pi Ra worked on pedestrian safety and walkability 
issues even before there was a PSAC.

His work with the former paratransit broker sensitized 
him to the needs of people with disabilities, many of 

whom were seniors.

His work as transportation organizer with the former 
Senior Action Network, now merged with another 
agency into the current Senior & Disability Action 
(SDA) had him directly involved with the already-

accomplished Pedestrian Safety Task Force (PSTF).

Later, the work of PSTF was done through the San 
Francisco Department of Public Health, which helped 
spur more awareness to city employees in SF DPH, 

the San Francisco Police Department, San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Agency, the Department of 

Public Works, the Commission on Aging, and the San 
Francisco Mayor’s Office on Disability.

Pi helped draft the ordinance that created PSAC, 
publicized the phrase “we are all pedestrians” and 

served as PSAC Chairperson for two terms.
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Creation of PSAC

In 2003, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors declared that it was in the public 
interest to officially recognize that traveling as a pedestrian is as an important 
component of our transportation system and as a key component to creating livable and 
sustainable communities. As such, they established the Pedestrian Safety Advisory 
Committee (PSAC) by ordinance to be composed of concerned and informed residents 
charged with providing expertise on issues concerning pedestrian safety, convenience, 
ambiance, and planning. The committee meets monthly on the second Tuesday from 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM in City Hall Room 400.

Composition of PSAC

According to the ordinance, the PSAC shall consist of twenty-three members: two from 
pedestrian safety organizations, two from senior or disability organizations, one from 
bicycle or other non-motorized wheeled personal transport organizations, one from 
transit or environmental organizations, one from child advocate or school support 
organizations, one from a public health organization, two at-large members, and one 
who lives or works in each of the 11 City districts. Those in district seats shall be 
Supervisor-appointed. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors’ Rules Committee shall 
appoint the remainder.

Mission & Goals of the Report

The mission of the PSAC is to advocate for pedestrian safety by engaging in the 
following: 1) serving as the liaison between the public, the Board of Supervisors, and 
agencies working on pedestrian related projects, 2) making recommendations to the 
Board of Supervisors and to other relevant agencies about projects or policies that 
directly or indirectly affect pedestrian safety, 3) maintaining the public’s safety as the top 
priority, and 4) recommending ways to improve the ambient environment and 
convenience in order to encourage pedestrianism as a healthful transportation activity.

The goals of this report are to provide a comprehensive and objective baseline 
assessment of the state of pedestrian safety in the City and County of San Francisco 
and to begin to identify potential barriers preventing improvements for pedestrians. 
Once this baseline is established, the committee can continue to develop ideas and 
refine policies based on the knowledge gathered in this report.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

From The Chair
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Letter From Monique Porsandeh
(Suggested Pedestrian Policy Changes from a Pedestrian Survivor  – full letter on Page 37 of Resources)

Improving Daily Crime Summaries: Every day, the SF police and other police forces submit daily crime 
summaries to local news media. These summaries do not always contain reports on pedestrian collisions. 
As a result, I believe that part of the reason the public is not aware of the prevalence of pedestrian 
collisions is because the news media is not aware of their occurrence. By including pedestrian collisions in 
the summaries, the media will become aware of their prevalence, which can allow the media to properly 
inform the public, thus creating a greater awareness of these situations.

Holding Auto Shops and Junkyards Accountable: When a hit-and-run occurs, the vehicle that fled the 
scene is often damaged, requiring repair or junking at an auto body shop or junkyard. Currently, no system 
exists that requires law enforcement to notify auto shops and junkyards of vehicles for which they are 
searching. Furthermore, there is no enforced requirement that auto shops and junkyards make a sincere 
effort to look out for wanted vehicles or to report suspicious vehicles. 

The appropriate state and local lawmakers should pass laws that give SF Bay Area law enforcement the 
authority and resources to: (1) Set up a mechanism by which SF Bay Area law enforcement can inform all 
SF Bay Area auto shops and junkyards of wanted vehicles and drivers, and (2) hold accountable auto 
shops and junkyards that repeatedly fail to report wanted drivers and vehicles.

There are several ways that a mechanism could be set up. One would be for SF Bay Area law enforcement 
to create an inter-county service, which would receive all reports on wanted vehicles and drivers from local 
law enforcement entities. (Note: such a service does not have to be limited to pedestrian collisions, but 
could include any crimes where a vehicle is likely to end up at an auto shop or junkyard.) Each day these 
reports would be compiled and updated and sent to all auto shops by the service. Such communication 
could perhaps be facilitated by using auto shop and related business associations as an intermediary 
between the shops and the police.

Of course, sending out all these updates to auto shops and junkyards will be useless if the businesses fail 
to report suspicious vehicles and drivers. Such businesses should make a sincere effort to keep their 
employees informed of the latest updates on wanted drivers and vehicles. Furthermore, such businesses 
should encourage their employees to report any suspicious drivers or vehicles to law enforcement. Law 
enforcement should have the resources to hold auto shops that regularly fail to fulfill these obligations, 
accountable.
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Letter From Monique Porsandeh
(Suggested Pedestrian Policy Changes from a Pedestrian Survivor  – full letter on Page 37 of Resources)

Prosecuting At-Fault Drivers: The vast majority of at-fault drivers that kill pedestrians in the SF Bay Area 
are not prosecuted. These persons need to be prosecuted, not as punishment, but to deter otherwise good 
drivers from being careless in the future.

Increase Enforcement of Gross Violations of Traffic  Laws: Typically, due to the lack of resources, law 
enforcement often dedicates relatively fewer resources to keeping persons accountable for violations of 
traffic laws. However, I believe that if people were held accountable for, say, failing to stop at a red light or 
stop sign even when no one/thing is injured/damaged, then they won’t fail to stop when it could actually 
hurt someone. In order to overcome resource scarcity that prevents such enforcement, I recommend using 
fines from enforcement of gross violations of traffic laws to pay for increased enforcement of those traffic 
laws.

Use public service announcements and programs: Many who live in and around San Francisco grew 
up in times and places where cars were the only vehicles on the road. Thus, our traffic education was 
geared towards situations where there were no bicyclists or pedestrians. All of us, bicyclists and drivers 
and pedestrians, all need reminders of traffic regulations in a shared space. Public service announcements 
and programs that remind us and clarify for us often forgotten or often confusing traffic rules can save 
many lives.   

Daylighting: Daylighting refers to the practice of prohibiting vehicles from parking at crosswalks in a 
manner that prevents pedestrians and drivers from seeing each other. In general, it is a good practice for 
all municipalities in the Bay Area. In San Francisco, it should be implemented in accordance with the San 
Francisco Better Streets Plan and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

Funding the San Francisco Pedestrian Strategy: Improving pedestrian safety in San Francisco 
represents an important start and example for the greater Bay Area. The San Francisco Pedestrian 
strategy is an approach to make pedestrians safer in the City of San Francisco, and has been endorsed by 
the SF pedestrian advocacy organization, Walk San Francisco. It includes a working target of cutting 
pedestrian deaths and serious injuries by half by 2021. Moreover, it includes (over a nine year period) 
fixing the 44 miles of streets that are most dangerous for pedestrians in San Francisco to make them safer 
for walking. Until recently, this plan had been funded, but unfortunately its current status is in limbo 
because it is not guaranteed funding in the future.
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2014 Collision Data

SOURCE: San Francisco Police Department
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2014 Collision Data
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2014 Traffic Collisions Resulting In Death

SOURCE: San Francisco Police Department / San Franc isco Chronicle
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MEETING SUMMARIES

January 
 
Megan Wier: Department of Public Health – Update on Mayor’s Pedestrian 
Safety Strategy 
 
February  
 
Supervisor Jane Kim: Vision Zero Presentation 
Jikaiah Stevens: Victim Statement 
Nicole Schneider: WalkSF Update 
 
March  
 
Thomas Rogers: SFPF Pedestrian Sting Enforcement 
Craig Raphael: SFMTA 2015-2019 Capital Improvement Program 
Thomas Rogers: Pending State Legislation Overview – AB1532 License 
Suspension for Hit & Run Drivers; AB2398 Vulnerable Road User 
Violations; AB1646 Education & Penalty Increases for Drivers’ Handheld 
Device Violations 
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MEETING SUMMARIES

April  
 
Rebecca Prozan: SF District Attorney’s Office – Update on Becky Lee 
fatality; Establishment of Manslaughter Unit 
Gillian Gillette: Mayor’s Office Transportation Taskforce findings and 
recommendations 
Mari Hunter; Megan Wier: SFMTA & DPH Pedestrian Safety Task Force 
Update on Vision Zero 
 
May 
 
Gwynne Seidell: President OWL SF 
Elected Sonja Kos as Chair 
 
June  
 
Subcommittee Formation: 
Education & Outreach – Robin Brasso, Chair 
Bylaws – Becky Hogue, Chair 
Legislation – Becky Hogue, Chair 
Annual Report – Gary McCoy, Chair 
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MEETING SUMMARIES

July  
 
Natalie Burdick: WalkSF Vision Zero Update 
 
August 
Bylaws Update 
 
September 
 
Supervisor Scott Wiener: Transportation funding charter amendment for the 
November ballot 
Bob Beck: Treasure Island traffic plans for cars and pedestrians in the 
Master Plan for the New Island 
 
October 
 
Liz Brisson: San Francisco County Transportation Authority Waterfront 
Transportation Assessment 
 
November  
 
Ana Validzic: San Francisco Safe Routes to School Program 
Bryant Woo: SFMTA – Signal timing at intersections 
 
December  
 
Megan Wier: Mots recent pedestrian data for Vision Zero 
Commander Mikail Ali: SFPD Traffic Company Vision Zero enforcement 
Gary McCoy: 2014 Annual Report update 
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POLICY

PSAC Resolutions 2014
Annual Report Summary

January
None

February
None

March
PSAC passed a resolution (PSAC-1-2014) recommending that the State Legislation 
Committee support three pending items of State legislation, which PSAC believed would 
support the Mayor’s Pedestrian Strategy and Vision Zero program:

•AB 1532 (Gatto) to establish new penalties for certain hit-and-run 
violations, Including mandatory drivers license suspensions

•AB 1646 (Frazier) to require education and increase fines 
regarding drivers’ use of handheld devices

•AB 2398 (Levine) to establish new penalties for injury to 
vulnerable road users

April
PSAC passed a resolution (PSAC-2-2014) regarding raising the minimum automobile 
liability insurance. This resolution was inspired in part by personal testimony PSAC had 
received previously from victims and safety advocates Jikaiah Stevens and Monique 
Porsandeh. The resolution noted that California’s current minimums were set in 1974 and 
have not been increased since then, and are also lower than a number of other states.

PSAC also approved a letter supporting the District Attorney Office’s plans to establish a 
unit specifically dedicated to vehicular manslaughter cases.
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POLICY

PSAC Resolutions 2014
Annual Report Summary

May

PSAC passed a resolution (PSAC-3-2014) recommending that the San Francisco Police 
Department significantly increase the budget for enforcement operations, noting that this 
would support the Mayor’s Pedestrian Strategy and Vision Zero, which emphasize targeting 
enforcement of high-risk behaviors (i.e. speeding, red-light running, failing to yield to 
pedestrians) on high-injury corridors and intersections.

June
PSAC passed a resolution (PSAC-4-2014) recommending to the Mayor that the pre-
approved unobstructed street width of 20 feet, in keeping with the State and SF Fire Code, 
be maintained for Hunters Point Shipyard and Candlestick Point projects. A compromise 
was subsequently announced, allowing many of the streets in these areas to retain their 
original, calmer street widths.

July
None

August
PSAC approved a comprehensive update to the Committee’s Bylaws, which had previously 
not been updated for a number of years.
September
None

October
PSAC approved a resolution (PSAC-5-2014) advocating “daylighting” (prohibiting parking 
near crosswalks) of all San Francisco intersections, noting that this is already supported by 
the Better Streets Plan and Vision Zero, and something that several other states already 
require.

November
None
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2014 Resolutions
Support for Proposed 2014 Safety-Related State Legislation
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2014 Resolutions
Minimum Automobile Liability Insurance – Part 1
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2014 Resolutions
Minimum Automobile Liability Insurance – Part 2
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2014 Resolutions
Increase in San Francisco Police Department Budget for Enforcement Operations – Part 1
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2014 Resolutions
Increase in San Francisco Police Department Budget for Enforcement Operations – Part 2
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2014 Resolutions
Street Widths for the Hunters Point Shipyard and Candelstick Point Projects
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2014 Resolutions
Daylighting Resolution
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RESOURCES

Letter from Monique Porsandeh
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RESOURCES

Vision Zero
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TREASURE ISLAND DVELOPMENT PROGRAM
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