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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background     

At the request of the San Francisco Department of Public Works (DPW), Architectural Resources Group (ARG) has 
prepared this Historic Resource Evaluation (HRE) for the Cable Car Barn located at 1201 Mason Street (0190/005) 
in the Nob Hill neighborhood in San Francisco (Figure 1). The property was initially developed as a maintenance 
and powerhouse facility between 1887 to 1888 for the Ferries & Cliff House Railroad Company, which was one of 
several cable car operators during the late nineteenth century. The original 1888 three‐story, brick masonry 
building was largely destroyed in the 1906 earthquake and fires but was replaced with the existing two‐story 
building the following year by the United Railroads of San Francisco; the 1888 foundations and lower 85 feet of the 
original smokestack were incorporated into the replacement building. Since its completion in 1908, the Cable Car 
Barn has continued to serve as a center for cable car operations in the city, now under the ownership of the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA). The building has undergone multiple alterations since its 
reconstruction in 1908 to improve maintenance and operation capacities and to provide an onsite museum 
dedicated to the history of the cable cars. 
 

 
Figure 1. Aerial photograph of the Cable Car Barn at 1201 Mason Street and immediate vicinity. The 

location of subject property outlined in red (Google Earth, 2021; amended by author).  

 
 
 

N
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Beginning in the 1960s, the Cable Car Barn has been recognized as an integral component of the San Francisco 
cable car network, which has been preserved as an iconic historic feature of the city. In 1964, the San Francisco 
Cable Cars system, including the Cable Car Barn, cable cars, and tracks, was designated as a National Historic 
Landmark. The cable car system was subsequently listed in the National Register of Historic Places (National 
Register) and California Register of Historical Resources (California Register). In 1971, the Cable Car Barn was 
designated separately as San Francisco Landmark No. 43. As such, the building is a historical resource under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  
 
The San Francisco DPW is currently completing a Master Plan for the Cable Bar Barn. The goals of the project are to 
optimize allocation of space in the Cable Car Barn for function and workflow and to ensure that all aspects of the 
space are architecturally and structurally sound and appropriate for their chosen functions. The building last 
underwent an extensive renovation in the early 1980s, when the majority of the interior was replaced, select 
windows were replaced, and new entrances for cable cars and for the museum were added. Since these 
alterations post‐date the property’s historic designations at the national, state, and local levels in the 1960s and 
early 1970s, this HRE report provides an updated historic context, construction chronology, and integrity 
assessment to confirm that the Cable Car Barn remains a historic resource under CEQA. This report also provides a 
list of character‐defining features to inform DPW’s Cable Car Barn Master Planning effort and future projects at the 
property. 

1.2 Current Historic Status  

Since the 1960s, the Cable Car Barn has been recognized as a historic resource at the national, state, and local 
level, primarily as a contributor to the broader San Francisco Cable Car system. Thus, the property is a historical 
resource under CEQA and is currently classified by the San Francisco Planning Department as “Category A – 
Historic Resource Present.”1 The following section provides a summary of its historic designations, and a copy of 
the corresponding documentation is included in Appendix B. 
 
National Historic Landmark 

The San Francisco Cable Car system, which includes the Cable Car Barn as a contributing feature, was designated as 
a National Historic Landmark in 1964. While the initial documentation outlining the San Francisco Cable Car 
National Historic Landmark was brief, subsequent documentation identified the individual cable cars, tracks and 
cables, turning platforms, other operating equipment and infrastructure, and the Cable Car Barn building 
(identified as the “Cable Car Barn and Powerhouse”) as contributing features.2  
 
National Register of Historic Places  

In 1966, the San Francisco Cable Car network was automatically listed in the National Register due to its National 
Historic Landmark status. In 1978, a National Register nomination form was prepared and identifies the Cable Car 
Barn as a contributing feature to the historic property.3  
 
Historic American Engineering Record (HAER)  

In 1981, the Cable Car Barn was documented as a contributor to the San Francisco Cable Car system (identified as 
the San Francisco Cable Railway) through the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) program, which is 
administered by the National Park Service. The HAER documentation, which includes a written history, measured 
drawings, and large‐format photographs, was prepared to document the cable car system, including the Cable Car 

 

1 San Francisco Planning Department, Property Information Map, accessed July 13, 2021, 
https://sfplanninggis.org/pim/?tab=Historic Preservation&search=1201+Mason+Street. 
2 National Park Service, “National Register of Historic Places Inventory – Nomination Form: San Francisco Cable 
Cars,” prepared by James Dillon, 1978, 2. 
3 Ibid., 1‐2. 
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Barn, prior to the large renovation campaign completed in 1984. The HAER documentation attests to the 
significance of the Cable Car Barn as a contributing feature within the San Francisco Cable Car system.4  
 
California Register of Historical Resources  

The San Francisco Cable Car system, including the Cable Car Barn, has been automatically listed in the California 
Register following its listing in the National Register. As such, the system has been assigned California Historical 
Resource (CHR) Status Code of 1S, as an “individual property listed in the [National Register] by the Keeper. Listed 
in the [California Register]” in the California Historical Resource Information System (CHRIS).5  The CHRIS is 
maintained by the California Office of Historic Preservation as a comprehensive database of properties that have 
been evaluated or reviewed for historical significance throughout California.6 
 
San Francisco Landmark  

In 1971, the Cable Car Barn (identified as the “Cable Car Barn and Power House”) was individually designated a San 
Francisco Landmark No. 43. It was identified as significant as “the only surviving cable car barn and [powerhouse] 
in the city.”7 The landmark designation also states that the exterior of the Cable Car Barn should preserved as an 
“excellent example of industrial construction.”8  
 
1976 Citywide Architectural Survey  

Between 1974 and 1976, the San Francisco Planning Department surveyed thousands of buildings throughout the 
city and assigned each building a numerical rating from ‐2 to 5, with 5 as the highest rating.9 The Cable Car Barn 
was surveyed in 1975 and given a summary rating of 3, while also noting that it is a rare brick industrial building in 
area and featured “splendid” interiors.  

1.3 Methodology 

To complete this HRE for the Cable Car Barn, ARG: 
 

 Conducted a site visit to examine the existing condition of the subject property on April 7, 2021;  

 Conducted preliminary archival research at the San Francisco Recorder’s Office, San Francisco Department 

of Building Inspection, and San Francisco Public Library History Room; 

 Reviewed digital repositories, including the Internet Archive, SFMTA Photo Collection and  Archive, San 

Francisco Chronicle Historical Database, and California Digital Newspaper Collection; and  

 

4 Patrick W. O’Bannon, Marcia Osterhout and Steven Petrow, “San Francisco Cable Railway, Washington and 
Mason Streets, San Francisco, San Francisco County, California,” Historic American Engineering Record, HAER No. 
CA‐12 (Washington D.C.: Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1981). 
5 California Office of Historic Preservation, “California Historical Resource Status Codes,” published December 8, 
2003, accessed August 8, 2021, https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1069/files/chrstatus%20codes.pdf. 
6 National Park Service, “National Register of Historic Places Inventory – Nomination Form: San Francisco Cable 
Cars,” 2. 
7 City and County of San Francisco Planning Commission, San Francisco Cable Car Barn and Powerhouse Landmark 
Designation, Resolution No. 6725, April 28, 1971, 1. 
8 Ibid., 2. 
9 San Francisco Planning Department, “San Francisco Preservation Bulletin No. 15: Parcel Information Database: 
Understanding the Survey Ratings Tab,” July 25, 2003, accessed July 1, 2021, http://sf‐
planning.org/sites/default/files/FileCenter/Documents/5093‐PresBulletin15PARCELINFO.PDF. 

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1069/files/chrstatus%20codes.pdf
http://sf-planning.org/sites/default/files/FileCenter/Documents/5093-PresBulletin15PARCELINFO.PDF
http://sf-planning.org/sites/default/files/FileCenter/Documents/5093-PresBulletin15PARCELINFO.PDF
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 Reviewed resources such as Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, city directories, building permits and plans, 

historic newspaper articles and photographs, and other primary and secondary sources regarding the 

Cable Car Barn property.  

2. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

The following section provides a preliminary physical description of the exterior and interior of the Cable Car Barn; 

additional existing conditions photographs are provided in Appendix A.  

 

The Cable Car Barn is a two‐story‐over‐basement brick masonry building located within an irregular parcel at the 

northwest corner of Washington and Mason streets in San Francisco, California. It was completed in 1908 to 

replace the original 1888, three‐story cable car barn and powerhouse destroyed in the 1906 earthquake and fires. 

The current building was constructed on the footings and foundations of the original building. These features, and 

the remaining shortened portion of the smokestack at the southwest corner of the building, are the only remnants 

of the original 1888 cable car barn and powerhouse. 

 

The building is constructed to the property lines and largely fronts Mason Street to the east and Washington Street 

to the south. It includes a panhandle extension along the rear property line north toward Jackson Street. The north 

façade directly abuts the north‐adjacent properties. The 1908 brick masonry façades create a box‐like massing with 

a predominantly flat roof profile (Figure 2). The shortened smokestack at the southwest corner adds some 

verticality to the massing, although the horizontality of the building defines the building. A pair of string courses 

visually separate the first and second floors. The fenestration includes regularly spaced, multi‐lite steel windows 

with awning or fixed sashes. The first‐floor fenestration typically feature low‐pitched, segmented arch openings, 

whereas the second‐floor windows have a segmented or rounded arch transoms (Figure 3). Large entrance door 

assemblies with sidelights and transoms are located throughout the envelope that cater to both pedestrians and 

vehicles. Some of these entrances provide interior access for San Francisco’s cable cars, which are located at the 

rear of the building and front Washington and Jackson streets (Figure 4). A third‐floor penthouse addition is 

setback within the roof and is partially visible from the north façade. It is defined by a stucco veneer with 

elongated hipped skylights. 

 

 
Figure 2. East (right) and south (left) façades of the Cable Car Barn at 1201 Mason 

Street, view northwest (ARG, April 2021). 
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Figure 3. Southeast corner of the Cable 
Car Barn, with typical fenestration, 
view northwest (ARG, April 2021). 

 
Figure 4. North cable car entrance at 
Jackson Street, view south (ARG, April 

2021). 
 

The interior of the building is organized by use with the cable systems located on the basement and first floor; a 

museum located at the mezzanine; cable car maintenance and operations located on the second floor; and a series 

of offices and administrative spaces at the third‐floor penthouse level. The first floor is defined by a large open 

volume with the winding equipment and engines and cable tension run extending diagonal through the space 

(Figure 5). This diagonal orientation of the winding equipment and tension run is consistent with the Cable Car 

Barn’s original design, although the equipment and associated components have been updated and replaced since 

its they were originally installed. Operator rooms and a machine shop and storage that caters to the maintenance 

of the cables and drive system is located immediately adjacent. Overlooking the ground floor on the south side of 

the interior is an elevated mezzanine deck occupied by the museum. The second‐floor features maintenance bays 

and pits for the cable cars, which enter the property along to the north and south from Jackson and Washington 

streets, respectively, and are distributed through the interior through a series tracks accessed by a large turntable. 

The third‐floor penthouse features offices, break rooms, training and conference spaces, and similar administrative 

spaces. The second‐ and third‐floor interiors date to the 1980s remodel, which removed most of the pre‐existing 

interior fabric of the Cable Car Barn. 
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Figure 5. First‐floor interior of the Cable Car Barn with winding equipment and 
tension run (center), machine shop space (right), and museum mezzanine (left), 

view northwest (ARG, April 2021). 

3. CONSTRUCTION CHRONOLOGY 

3.1 Site History 

The following section provides a history of the site, specifically outlining the evolution of the property since its 

initial use as a cable car barn and powerhouse, as well as the companies and entities associated with the 

ownership and operation of the property. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for the subject property are included as 

Appendix C, and additional historic photographs are included in Appendix D. 

 

Early Period, 1888‐1906 

The first Cable Car Barn at 1201 Mason Street was constructed by the Ferries & Cliff House Railway in 1888. Prior 
to the acquisition of the property by the Ferries & Cliff House Railway in 1886, much of the subject property was 
used as a boarding stable (Figure 6). The Ferries & Cliff House Railway hired engineer Howard C. Holmes to design 
its cable car system. At the center of this system was the cable car barn and powerhouse, which housed the 
boilers, steam engines, cable winding equipment, and cable car maintenance space. Construction of the original 
foundations began in February 1887, and construction of the exterior façade was well underway by that June.10 
The three‐story, brick masonry building was completed in 1888 and featured regularly spaced windows openings, a 
gabled parapet, and an elongated smokestack (Figures 7).  

 

10 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 38. 
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Figure 6. 1886 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 2, Sheet 34a; 

approximate boundary of the current parcel is highlighted in 
yellow (San Francisco Public Library; amended by author). 

 

 
Figure 7. East façade of the original 1888 Cable Car Barn and Powerhouse at 1201 
Mason Street, view northwest from Mason Street, 1904 (SFMTA Collection and 

Archives). 
 
The Ferries & Cliff House Railroad was founded by W. J. Adams, a San Francisco‐based lumber dealer and sawmill 
owner. In the mid‐1880s, Adams was developing plans for a cable car line to extend north‐south along Powell 

N
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Street and up Nob Hill. Simultaneously, Gustav Sutro, brother of Adolph Sutro, who owned the Cliff House and 
Sutro Baths resort, was planning a cable car route to extend from downtown to the resort area.11 Adams 
purchased the interest in the plans for a cable car line from Sutro and combined the two concepts as the Ferries & 
Cliff House Railroad. The company would open its first Powell Street line in March 1888, which extended along 
Union Square, the affluent neighborhoods of Nob Hill, and served the predominantly Italian American community 
in North Beach. A second line opened soon after in April 1888, running east‐west along Washington and Jackson 
streets towards the Presidio and eventually the Cliff House and Sutro Bath. Both lines were designed by engineer 
Howard C. Holmes and operated out of the single, three‐story brick powerhouse located at the corner of Mason 
and Washington streets. 
 
Sited into the side of the hill at the Washington and Mason streets, the 1888 building had a square footprint that 
housed the winding machinery, boilers, and engines below grade and at the ground floor. Additionally, a machine 
shop was located on the ground floor, which provided workers immediate access to the maintain and splice the 
cables running through the winding machinery. The upper floors of the three‐story building were used for cable car 
maintenance and administrative offices (Figure 8).12 Because of the small site, Holmes oriented the winding 
equipment diagonally within the ground floor of the building to increase the lengths of the tensions runs; the 
engines, boilers, and smokestack would be located at the southwest corner of the building.13  
 

 
Figure 8. 1899 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 1, Sheet 
53; approximate boundary of the current parcel is highlighted 
in yellow (San Francisco Public Library; amended by author). 

 
In 1887, the Ferries & Cliff House Railroad purchased the Clay Street Hill Railroad, which was the initial cable car 
company of San Francisco, founded by cable car inventor Andrew Hallidie. Portions of the original Clay Street cable 

 

11 The following sections are derived from O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12. Any 
additional sources will be cited accordingly. 
12 Ibid., 37. 
13 Ibid., 37; Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Vol. 1, Sheet 53, 1899. 
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car line that served as the city’s first cable car route was incorporated into Ferries & Cliff House Railroad’s Clay‐
Sacramento route. This cable car line opened in 1892 and provided the company with access to the Ferry Building. 
However, the rapid expansion of the Ferries & Cliff House Railroad accrued substantial debts for the company. In 
1893, the Ferries & Cliff House Railroad was acquired by the Market Street Railway, a competing cable car 
operator. As part of the acquisition, original Cable Car Barn and all of the Ferries & Cliff House Railroad cable car 
infrastructure was transferred to the Market Street Railway. Almost immediately after, the Market Street Railway 
replaced much of the original cable winding equipment, boilers, and engines within the original Cable Car Barn at 
1201 Mason Street. It also introduced a new figure‐eight drive and sheave system to drive the cables out of the 
powerhouse, although the original diagonal layout of the tension run developed by Howard C. Helms was 
retained.14 
 
In 1902, the Market Street Railway was purchased by the United Railroads of San Francisco (United Railroads). 
United Railroads was primarily owned by investors in the eastern states but began investing aggressively in San 
Francisco during this period. In addition to the Market Street Railway, United Railroads also acquired several other 
transportation other companies, including electric trolley lines, which were becoming more commonplace as a 
more affordable and less complicated mode of transportation compared to the cable cars. That same year that 
United Railroads acquired the Cable Car Barn and all of the associated cable car infrastructure, a three‐story brick 
annex was attached at the north elevation of the subject building towards Jackson Street. This annex increased the 
square footage for storage and maintenance of the cable cars, while also creating a new cable car entrance from 
the hillside on Jackson Street. This expanded maintenance area and new Jackson Street entrance was serviced by a 
new turntable constructed towards the rear of the property.15 This development gave the property an irregular 
layout bounded by Washington Street to the south, Mason Street to the east, and Jackson Street to the north, 
which is largely consistent with the current configuration. 
 
Reconstruction and Decline, 1906‐1944 

In 1906, the earthquake and fires decimated much of the United Railroads cable car rolling stock, cable car lines 

and tracks, and many of the powerhouses and cable car barns. The company immediately began reconstructing 

infrastructure and restoring cable car services  

 

The original Cable Car Barn sustained noteworthy damage during the earthquake but was largely destroyed in the 

subsequent fires (Figure 9). United Railroads cleared much of the site, leaving the existing footings and 

foundations, as well as the remaining portion of the original 1888 smokestack (Figure 10).16 Construction of the 

current Cable Car Barn began the following year and continued into 1908. The replacement building was designed 

by architect H. K. Stevens and cost $75,000.17 It featured a slightly expanded, irregular footprint compared to the 

original but was at a reduced height of two stories (Figures 11, 12). The brick masonry façade was notably more 

austere than the original with simple brickwork detailing, arched window openings, and a flat roof profile, 

although a small gabled portion was located at the north portion of the east façade. The smokestack was retained, 

albeit at a reduced height from 185 feet to 89 feet.18 At the interior, the diagonal orientation for the winding 

equipment and tension run was retained at the ground floor, which also included machine shop spaces. The 

second floor, which was supported by steel columns and beams, housed the cable car storage, cable car 

maintenance facilities, and administrative offices. During reconstruction of the Cable Car Barn, the United 

Railroads used temporary team engines and winding equipment housed in wooden sheds to continue operating 

the cable car lines.19 

 

14 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 39. 
15 Ibid., 40. 
16 Ibid. 
17 San Francisco Department of Building and Inspection, “Application for Building Permit – Brick Building,” Permit 
No. 6881, December 26, 1906. 
18 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 41. 
19 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 41. 
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Figure 9. Remnants of the 1888 Cable Car Barn after 
the 1906 earthquake and fires, view northwest, May 

1906 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 

Figure 10. Current Cable Car Barn under construction, 
view northwest, March 1907 (SFMTA Photo Collection 

and Archives). 
 

 
Figure 11. Cable Car Barn after reconstruction, view northwest from corner 
of Mason and Washington streets, August 1921 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 

Archives). 
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Figure 12. 1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 1, Sheet 73; 

the approximate boundary of the current parcel is highlighted 
in yellow (San Francisco Public Library; amended by author). 

 
In 1912, United Railroads replaced the steam engines with a new electric motor system, which required a 275kw 

substation to be installed within the building. Some steam engines would remain onsite for backup generation 

until 1924 when the last steam engines and boilers were replaced with electric motors.20 As such, 1924 was the 

last year that the Cable Car Barn had the capacity to use steam power in its powerhouse function. 

 

In 1918, the United Railroads was bankrupt. Its assets were reorganized and rebranded in 1921 under the former 

Market Street Railway name. The second iteration of the Market Street Railway would continue to operate the 

former Ferries & Cliff Hose Railroad lines over the follow years with the Cable Car Barn as a key center of 

operations. However, with the proliferation of electric trolleys and eventual bus transportation options through 

the early to mid‐twentieth century, cable cars were becoming expensive, impractical, and obsolete. In 1942, the 

Market Street Railway stopped operating the Clay‐Sacramento cable car line, which included remnants of the first 

1873 cable car line founded by Andrew Hallidie. In 1944, the Market Street Railway was purchased by the city 

through the San Francisco Municipal Railway (Muni). 

 

 

20 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 41. 
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City Ownership and Heritage Tourism, 1944‐Present 

In 1944, Muni acquired the Market Street Railway and its cable car line assets, including the subject property. 

Although the cable cars were an antiquated technology, their value to the city as living history was becoming 

apparent. In 1952, Muni also acquired the other remaining cable car company, the California Street Railroad. This 

gave the city control over all of the remaining cable car lines in San Francisco. Soon after, Muni began integrating 

the California Street Railroad system into the former Market Street Railway infrastructure.21 Between 1956 and 

1957, Muni consolidated the operations of the California Street lines into the Cable Car Barn, which required a 

substantial renovation of the mechanical equipment in the building.22 Despite funding issues, the project was 

completed, and all of San Francisco’s cable car lines were operated out of the subject property.23 In 1960, Muni 

began another renovation at the Cable Car Barn by converting the former boiler spaces along the west portion of 

the first floor into office space.  

 

In 1965, Muni announced plans to rehabilitate the Cable Car Barn and include a new museum space. Publications 

at the time clearly demonstrate the excitement of the project and the preservation of the property, particularly in 

contrast to the aggressive redevelopment programs of the period.24 In 1967, the mezzanine floor was constructed 

at the southern portion of the building to accommodate a new cable car museum and viewing platform of the 

winding machinery and tension run. As part of this, the southern ground floor window at the east Mason Street 

façade was converted to a new museum entrance (Figure 13). The brick masonry envelope, which was painted 

white ca. 1960, was also sandblasted and late nineteenth and early twentieth century period‐inspired elements, 

such as an awning canopy above the museum entrance and gas lamp‐inspired streetlights were added; the “Ferries 

& Cliff House Railway Co.” signage was first installed in 1966, as were two additional flagpoles at the southeast 

corner of the roof to total three.25 The new cable car museum was dedicated on November 10, 1967 by then U.S. 

Secretary of Transportation Alan S. Boyd.26 However, despite the recent work, it was recognized by city officials 

that more would be required to maintain the Cable Car Barn. In 1969, the city formed a citizens committee to 

continue to oversee and advise on the further restoration and operation efforts at the Cable Car Barn.27 

 

 

21 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 23‐24. 
22 Ibid., 37. 
23 Richard Reinhardt, “Bid Too High – New Delay on Cal Cable,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 7, 1957. 
24 “Cable Car Museum,” San Francisco Chronicle, July 5, 1965. 
25 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐142. 
26 Elmont Waite, “Why Cable Cars Survive – High Praise from U.S. Official,” San Francisco Chronicle, November 11, 
1967. 
27 Jerry Burns, “Barn, Palace – Big Plans for Two Landmarks,” San Francisco Chronicle, August 5, 1969. 
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Figure 13. Cable Car Barn after the 1967 renovation with the new museum entrance 
at the southeast corner, view northwest from corner of Mason and Washington 

streets, July 1968 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

The Cable Car Barn changed little through the 1970s. This period was also marked by a series of labor disputes 

between the cable car workers, represented by the Transport Workers Union, and the city. Notable incidents 

included an altercation between Muni cable car operators and the San Francisco Police Department following a 

traffic incident in November 1970, as well as a series of strikes in the mid to late 1970s stemming from an 

increasing number of fatal accidents, deteriorated working conditions, and constant shutdowns resulting in 

widespread frustrations among the public, all resulting in poor morale. These incidents were attributed to the 

deteriorating condition of the cable car infrastructure.28 With publicized accidents, infrequent service, and worker 

frustrations, Muni began to invest in a series of improvements to the system. The San Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission allocated more than $15 million into a preventative maintenance program in 1977, largely intended to 

improve multiple safety violations.29  

 

By the early 1980s, a major rehabilitation campaign began for the cable car network and Cable Car Barn. The 

subject building itself was seen as in desperate need of repairs and unable to support the continued operation of 

the cable cars. To remedy this, the entire interior volume of the Cable Car Barn was removed, saving the south and 

east façades and portions of the west façades, as well as the smokestack at the exterior (Figure 14). The new 

interior would feature new equipment and spaces to operate and support the cable car system, although the new 

winding equipment and tension run would be installed in the same diagonal configuration within the main interior 

 

28 “Brawl Sith Police Shuts Down Cable Cars,” San Francisco Chronicle, November 6, 1970; Susan Ehmer, “The 
Cable Crisis,” San Francisco Chronicle, August 10, 1976; Katy Butler, “Cable Car Crisis Over – For Now,” San 
Francisco Chronicle, August 13, 1976; Larry D. Hatfield, “The Cable cars aren’t safe, says injured Muni Gripman,” 
San Francisco Examiner, August 22, 1976; Harry Jupiter and Stephen Hall, “New Cable Car Crash Sets off Wildcat 
Strike,” San Francisco Chronicle, November 15, 1978; Dick Nolan, “The Cable Car Story Again,” The S.F. Sunday 
Examiner and Chronicle, August 19, 1979. 
29 Maitland Zane, “Muni Maintenance Funds in PUC Budget,” San Francisco Chronicle, January 12, 1977. 
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volume. The original exterior windows with their single‐hung lower sashes were replaced. However, the 

replacement windows matched the appearance of the original, except with awning sashes instead of single‐hung 

sashes at the lower lites. Towards the rear of the property, new arched cable car entrance openings were 

constructed facing Washington and Jackson streets, providing a controlled pass through for the cable cars entering 

and exiting the maintenance floor of the Cable Car Barn. Previously, these entrances were to the property were an 

open yard and the addition of the brick masonry archways with metal doors provided an added layer of security. 

Additionally, a secondary cable car museum entrance was constructed along the south façade and features brick 

masonry with a hipped skylight. The new entrances were designed to be compatible with the existing architecture 

of the Cable Car Barn, primarily through the use of arched openings and brick masonry construction.  

 

Within the stabilized 1908 envelope, an entirely new interior was constructed. Some similarities to the previous 

floorplan were maintained, such as the diagonal orientation of the winding equipment and tension run, the 

museum mezzanine, and the separation of spaces with the machine shop at the ground floor and cable car 

maintenance and storage at the second floor. However, these spaces featured entirely new infrastructure, 

including a new turntable. A third‐level penthouse floor was also added, which created additional offices, meeting 

spaces, and break rooms for employees. The total cable car renovation project cost $18 million, which was part of 

the larger $58 million cable car reconstruction project.30 The entire project was conducted on an aggressive 

schedule in order to be completed for the 1984 Democratic Convention being held in San Francisco. The renovated 

Cable Car Barn was dedicated by Mayor Diane Feinstein on June 4, 1984.31 

 

 
Figure 14. Renovation of the Cable Car Barn with the interior removed and 1908 
façades stabilized, view east, ca. 1982 (San Francisco Public Library, Historical 

Photograph Collection). 
 

 

 

30 San Francisco Municipal Railway, “5‐Year Plan: 1982‐1987 – Capital Improvement Program,” Vol 2, 1982, 1. 
31 Chris Steward, “Mayor Overdoes It,” San Francisco Chronicle, September 9, 1983. 
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Since the major renovation, improvements to the building have largely been in the form of tenant improvements 

with the alteration of offices and fire and life safety systems and telecommunication improvements. In 1999, San 

Francisco voters approved a proposing to combine Muni and the Department of Parking and Traffic into a single 

agency now known as the SFMTA. Muni officially became part of the new agency in March 2000.32 The building 

continues to operate as the center for the cable car line, as well as a cable car museum. 

3.2 Permit History 

Table 1 below lists the building permits on file at the San Francisco Department of Building Inspection (DBI) for the 

Cable Car Barn at 1201 Mason Street. A copy of the building permit record is included in Appendix D of this report.  

 

Table 1. Subject Property Building Permit History 

Date  Permit 

No. 

Architect/Builder  Description 

12/26/1906  6681  H.K. Stevens, Architect 

American Hawaiian 

Engineering and Construction 

Company, Builder 

Application for Brick Building at 1201 Mason 
Street – Powerhouse and Car House on 
existing foundations. Two‐story, 48’ tall 
building with wood joists on steel beams and 
brick masonry walls. 
 

10/06/1960  215817  T. M. Cormick, Builder  Alterations to interior walls. 
 

04/13/1961  222513  Public Utilities Engineering 

Bureau, Architect 

Additional washroom. 

 

09/08/1982  498143  T. M. Cormick, Builder  Alterations of the cable car garage, 
maintenance area, and machine shop. 
Demolition, earthwork, caissons, concrete 
and masonry, structural steel, carpentry, 
roofing, waterproofing, doors, windows and 
glass, plastering, floor and wall finishing, 
building specialties, carpeting, passenger and 
freight elevators, cranes, turntables, 
plumbing, heating and ventilation, fire 
protection and electrical. 
 

10/08/1982  495988  Public Utilities Engineering 

Bureau, Architect 

Robert L. Sage, Builder 

Non‐structural demolition and alterations 
pursuant to pending construction of work. 
 

11/16/1982  495902  Chin & Hensolt Engineers, Inc., 

Architect 

Tutor‐Saliba, Inc., Builder 

Structural shoring for exterior walls during 
building alteration. 
 

3/9/1983  500101  Chin & Hensolt Engineers, Inc., 

Architect 

Tutor‐Saliba, Inc., Builder 

Structural shoring for main cable sheave pit.
 

4/25/1983  501261  Chin & Hensolt Engineers, Inc., 

Architect 

Tutor‐Saliba, Inc., Builder 

Structural shoring – areaway. 
 
 

 

32 Chris Steward, “Mayor Overdoes It,” San Francisco Chronicle, September 9, 1983. 
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Date  Permit 

No. 

Architect/Builder  Description 

2/6/1984  512214  Chin &Hensolt Engineers, Inc., 

Architect 

Tutor‐Saliba, Inc., Builder 

Fire protection sprinkler system. 
 

9/12/1986  555259  Stop Fire, Inc., Engineer and 

Builder 

Fire detection and suppression system to be 
installed in Electrical Equipment Room, 
Control Room. 
 

1/10/1992  725585  Public Utilities Engineering 

Bureau, Architect 

Addition of mezzanine offices. 
 

12/16/1999  897450  Stop Fire, Inc., Engineer and 

Builder 

Upgrades to existing fire sprinkler system.

3/23/2015  1352698  International Fire Equipment, 

Engineer and Builder 

Install 2 fire sprinkler heads in new office.
 

8/5/2015  1365250  Antonio Genoese, Architect 

Champion Telecom, Builder 

Install DIS server. Install cables hyper flex, 
fiber optic, DC in conduits and trays. Install 
radio cabinet. Install antennae on ballast 
mounts on roof and building. 
 

 

4. HISTORIC CONTEXT 

The following section provides a focused historic context for the development of the Cable Car Barn. 

4.1 San Francisco Cable Car Network 

The cable car was invented between 1869 and 1873 in San Francisco by engineer Andrew Smith Hallidie. Hallidie 
had come to San Francisco in 1852 from Great Britain as part of the California Gold Rush. Upon arriving, he began 
using wire rope cable, an invention of his father’s that he improved upon and manufactured in San Francisco, into 
bridge construction and mining conveyance systems throughout the gold fields of California.33 When Hallidie began 
operating the first cable car in August 1873 under the Clay Street Hill Railroad company, horse drawn trolley 
networks had been the norm for public transportation. However, these systems were often dangerous and limited 
by San Francisco’s steep and varied topography. With the introduction of the cable car, new areas of the city were 
open to a rapid wave of real estate speculation and development.34  
 
The success of the Clay Street Hill Railroad spurred the founding of several other transportation companies that 
used the cable car model, including the Sutter Street Railroad (1877); California Street Cable Railroad (1878); Geary 
Street, Park & Ocean Railroad (1880); Presidio & Ferries Railroad (1882), Market Street Cable Railway (1883); 
Ferries & Cliff House Railway (1888); and the Omnibus Railroad & Cable Company (1889). During the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, these cable car companies would construct over fifty‐three miles of 
tracks and cable lines throughout the city. 35 Each cable car company used at least one cable car barn and 
powerhouse as the center of their operations and occasionally more where long cable alignments required 
separate facilities for the necessary winding and cable driving equipment on specific routes. These cable car barn 

 

33 Gray Brechin, Imperial San Francisco: Urban Power, Earthly Ruin (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001), 
65. 
34 Ibid. 
35 San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, “Cable Car History,” accessed July 1, 2021, 
https://www.sfmta.com/getting‐around/muni/cable‐cars/cable‐car‐history. 
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and powerhouse facilities were occasionally replaced with new buildings as operations expanded and technology 
changed.36 
 
The Market Street Railway was founded in the 1860s as the Market Street Cable Railway Company, which operated 
an early horsecar line in San Francisco. The company was converted to cable cars in the early 1880s after major 
investments from Leland Stanford, Charles F. Crocker, and Henry Huntington, all members of the “Big Four” 
responsible for the transcontinental railroad and the founding of the Southern Pacific Railroad. The Market Street 
Railway company operated one of the largest networks of cable car lines that branched from its central line that 
extended along Market Street, serving the Mission District, Golden Gate Park, and the Western Addition. In 1893, 
under the presidency of Leland Stanford, the Market Street Cable Railway acquired the Ferries & Cliff House 
Railroad, the Omnibus Railroad & Cable Company, and two horsecar line operators into a single company under 
the name “Market Street Railway.” 
 
Prior to 1906, the public transportation network in San Francisco was a mixture of cable car, horsecar, and electric 
streetcars that were operated by private companies, many of which had been acquired by the Union Railroad in 
the years prior. However, the earthquake and fires destroyed most of the cable car infrastructure throughout the 
city, including the cable car barns and powerhouses. In many instances, the rebuilding period allowed cable car 
companies to improve upon the systems with new mechanical systems and technology. At the same time as the 
cable cars were rebuilding, new electric streetcar systems were becoming more common on the streets of San 
Francisco. These overhead wire‐based streetcar networks were significantly cheaper to construct and maintain 
compared to the below‐grade cable driven systems of the cable cars.  
 
In 1909, voters approved the formation of a publicly owned transportation agency and system, which led to the 
creation of Muni. By 1912, Muni was operating an overhead wire‐based electric streetcar line along Geary Street.37 
Over the followings years, Muni rapidly expanded their electric streetcar system throughout the city, often using a 
series of tunnels to navigate the varied terrain of San Francisco, which was another noted advantage over the 
existing cable car system. The electric streetcar model would continue to be used by Muni, although buses were 
introduced increasingly during the 1930s and 1940s, often favored for being cheaper and more flexible.38 
 
During the 1910s and 1920s, cable car companies shifted to electric driven engines from steam, although the 
widespread adoption of the automobile and introduction of buses during the 1930s and 1940s made the inflexible 
and expensive cable cars increasingly obsolete.39 With many of the cable car lines removed by the 1940s, the 
Citizens Committee to Save the Cable Cars was founded and advocated for the maintenance, preservation, and 
continued operations of the remaining cable car lines. It was recognized that the cable cars were not an effective 
form of public transportation as buses became the predominant form of transportation, but were now an 
important tourist draw and a defining element of San Francisco’s character. The city acquired the remaining cable 
car infrastructure through the 1940s and 1950s as part of Muni, which continues to operate the cable cars under 
the SFMTA.40 

4.2 Cable Car Barns and Powerhouses 

All of the cable car companies in San Francisco used cable car barns and powerhouses as a central component of 
their operations. First and foremost, these buildings would house the mechanical equipment to drive the cable 
systems throughout one or more cable lines. Initially, this was done through steam power, which required large 

 

36 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 43. 
37 Western Railway Museum, “San Francisco Municipal Railway,” accessed July 6, 2021, 
https://www.wrm.org/about/railroad‐history/san‐francisco‐municipal‐railway. 
38 San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, “Muni History,” accessed July 6, 2021, 
https://www.sfmta.com/getting‐around/muni/muni‐history. 
39 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 43. 
40 San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, “Cable Car History.” 
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boilers and steam engines that would drive the large winding wheels and supporting equipment; conversion to 
electric‐driven engines became more common particularly in the aftermath of the 1906 earthquake and fires, 
which damaged many of the cable car lines and support buildings.41 The second function included in the cable car 
barns and powerhouses was the housing of the cable cars themselves. This required large garage spaces to 
facilitate storage and maintenance of the cable cars when they were not in use. Additionally, administrative and 
office spaces were often included alongside the garage portion. Typically, these uses were separated in the 
building with the mechanical and winding systems located in large basements and below grade vaults, whereas the 
cable car maintenance, storage use, and administration offices were relegated to the upper floors of the building. 
Where large sites could accommodate a larger footprint, cable car barns and powerhouses may have a large layout 
with these various functions over a single floor. In other instances, these buildings were sited on the hillsides of 
San Francisco, which led to a split‐level organization of the building floor plates that could use gravity when 
bringing cable cars into the garage portion. This integration into the hillside often resulted in cable car barn 
functions being set on the second story. 
 
Approximately a dozen or so cable car barns and powerhouses were constructed in San Francisco between the 
1870s and early twentieth century. These buildings were not uniform in style and appearance, although most 
appeared to have exhibited an industrial quality.42 This was emphasized by the smokestacks required as part of the 
original steam power driving systems, as well as the large floorplans with square or rectilinear layouts that used 
large portions of a subject city block. Where possible, cable car companies would consolidate their winding 
equipment for multiple lines into a single building, although particularly long cable car lines often required 
separate powerhouses in order to effectively drive the necessary lengths of cable. Cable car barns featured various 
materials, including exposed brick masonry, stucco veneer, and wood siding, as well as a mixture of stylistic details 
and ornamentation (Figures 15, 16). Of the cable car barns and powerhouses constructed throughout San 
Francisco, only the Cable Car Barn at 1201 Mason Street is extant.43  
 

 
Figure 15. Market Street Cable Railway cable car barn and powerhouse for the 

McAllister Street cable car route, located at the corner of Fulton and Central streets, 
1882 (San Francisco Public Library, Historical Photograph Collection). 

 

 

41 The following section is derived from O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12. Any additional 
sources will be cited accordingly. 
42 O’Bannon, “San Francisco Cable Railway,” HAER No. CA‐12, 3‐43. 
43 Ibid. 
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Figure 16. California Street Railway cable car barn and powerhouse at California and 
Hyde Streets, 1956 (San Francisco Public Library, Historical Photograph Collection). 

4.3 H. K. Stevens, Architect 

The extant Cable Car Barn building at 1201 Mason Street is attributed to an architect H. K. Stevens, who reportedly 
was an in‐house architect or engineer at United Railroads.44 Preliminary research has not revealed additional 
information about H. K. Stevens’s life or practice. Some records indicate that Stevens may have arrived in San 
Francisco as early as 1851.45 It is also possible that H. K. Stevens was a New York‐based engineer that worked for 
the firm Ford, Bacon & Davis designing railroad infrastructure.46 This possibility has merit as United Railroads was 
primarily owned by east coast investors who may have hired Ford, Bacon & Davis as part of the 1908 
reconstruction of the Cable Car Barn and cable car lines. 

5. EVALUATIVE FRAMEWORK 

5.1 Federal Regulations 

National Register of Historic Places 

The National Register of Historic Places (National Register) is the nation's inventory of historic places and the 

national repository of documentation on historic property types, significance, abundance, condition, ownership, 

needs, and other information. The National Register Criteria for Evaluation define the scope of the National 

Register of Historic Places; they identify the range of resources and kinds of significance that will qualify properties 

for listing in the National Register. The Criteria are written broadly to recognize the wide variety of historic 

properties associated with our prehistory and history. A property eligible for the National Register must be 

significant at the local, state, or national level under one or more of the following criteria: 

 

44 San Francisco Department of Building and Inspection, “Application for Building Permit – Brick Building,” Permit 
No. 6881 (December 26, 1906). 
45 D. Blethen Adams Levy, “Passenger Lists: San Francisco 1800s – SS Tennessee,” The Maritime Heritage Project – 
San Francisco 1846‐1899, accessed July 1, 2021, https://www.maritimeheritage.org/passengers/SS‐Tennessee‐
4March1851.html. 
46 New York Railroad Club, Official Proceedings of the New York Railroad Club 12 no.1 (November 21, 1901): 126. 
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A. Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

B. Association with the lives of significant persons in or past. 

C. A property that embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 

that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant 

and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 

D. A property that had yielded or may be likely to yield information important in history or prehistory. 

 

For a property to qualify under the National Register, it must retain “historic integrity of those features necessary 

to convey its significance.”47 Integrity is the authenticity of a historical resource’s physical identity evidenced by 

the survival of characteristics that existed during the resource’s period of significance. Since integrity is based on a 

property’s significance within a specific historic context, an evaluation of a property’s integrity can only occur after 

historic significance has been established. To determine if a property retains the physical characteristics 

corresponding to its historic context, the National Register has identified seven aspects of integrity: 

 

 Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic event 

occurred. 

 Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. 

 Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a 

property. 

 Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of time 

and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property. 

 Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any given 

period in history or prehistory. 

 Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time. 

 Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property. 

 

5.2 National Historic Landmarks 

The National Historic Landmark program was created to encourage the long‐term preservation of the most 

nationally significant historic properties within the United States. The National Historic Landmark program includes 

over 2,500 designated properties exceptional national significance. Per 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 

Section 65.4(a), a National Historic Landmark is typically older than 50 years and must exhibit exceptional national 

significance under at least one of six specific national significance criteria while also retaining a high degree of 

integrity. The Specific Criteria of National Significance for determining National Historic Landmark eligibility 

include: 

 

 Associations with events that have made a significant contribution to, and are identified with, or that 

outstandingly represent, the broad national patterns of U.S. history and from which an understanding and 

appreciation of those patterns may be gained. 

 Important associations with the lives of persons nationally significant in the history of the U.S.  

 

47 National Park Service, “National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation,” 
accessed March 13, 2019, http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/nrb15_6.htm. 
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 Represents some great idea or ideal of the American people. 

 Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen exceptionally valuable for a 

study of a period, style, or method of construction, or that represents a significant, distinctive, and 

exceptional entity whose components may lack individual distinction.  

 Composed of integral parts of the environment not sufficiently significant by reason of historical 

associated or artistic merit to warrant individual recognition, but collectively compose an entity of 

exception historical or artistic significance, or outstandingly commemorate or illustrate a way of life or 

culture.  

 Yields or may be likely to yield information of major scientific importance by revealing new cultures, or by 

shedding light upon periods of occupation over large areas of the U.S. Such sites are those which have 

yielded, or which may reasonable be expected to yield, data affecting theories, concepts, and ideas to a 

major degree. 

As with the National Register, certain types of properties must meet exception considerations in order to qualify as 

National Historic Landmarks. These properties include religious properties, relocated buildings or structures, 

buildings or structures no longer standing, birthplaces and graves of historical figures, cemeteries, reconstructed 

properties, commemorative properties, and properties that have achieved significance within the last 50 years. All 

National Historic Landmark properties are automatically listed in the National Register. 

5.2 State Regulations 

California Register of Historical Resources  

The California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) is the authoritative guide to the State’s 

significant historical and archaeological resources. It serves to identify, evaluate, register, and protect California’s 

historical resources. The California Register program encourages public recognition and protection of resources of 

architectural, historical, archaeological, and cultural significance; identifies historical resources for state and local 

planning purposes; determines eligibility for historic preservation grant funding; and affords certain protections 

under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). All resources listed on or formally determined eligible for 

the National Register are automatically listed on the California Register. In addition, properties designated under 

municipal or county ordinances are eligible for listing in the California Register. 

 

The California Register criteria are modeled on the National Register criteria. A historical resource must be 

significant at the local, state, or national level under one or more of the following criteria: 

 

1. It is associated with events or patterns of events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 

patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United States. 

2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history. 

3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values. 

4. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of the local 

area, state or the nation.  

Like the National Register, evaluation for eligibility to the California Register requires an establishment of historic 

significance before integrity is considered. California uses the same seven aspects of integrity to determine if a 

property retains the physical characteristics corresponding to its historic significance. However, the integrity 

threshold is slightly lower at the state level than at the federal level. As a result, some resources that are 

historically significant but do not meet National Register integrity standards may be eligible for listing in the 

California Register.  
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5.3 Local Regulations 

San Francisco Landmark Designation 

San Francisco Landmarks are designated under Article 10 of the San Francisco Planning Code. The designation 

process includes a review of the Landmark Designation Application by the Planning Department and the Historic 

Preservation Commission. Final approval is made by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. The following section 

on the eligibility requirements and designation process is excerpted from the Application for Historic Landmark 

Designation.48 

 

Most San Francisco landmarks are buildings. However, a landmark can also be a structure, site, feature or area of 

special historical, architectural, or aesthetic interest. Collections of properties can also be designated as landmark 

districts. Landmarks can be significant for a variety of reasons. The criteria are based on those used by the National 

Register and include:  

 

 Properties significant for their association with historic events, including the city’s social and cultural 

history  

 Properties significant for their association with a person or group important to the history of the city, 

state or country  

 Properties significant for their architecture or design  

 Properties that are valued as visual landmarks, or that have special character or meaning to the city and 

its residents  

 Collections of properties or features that are linked by history, plan, aesthetics or physical development.  

6. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE  

6.1 Historical Significance 

Based on preliminary research and review of the existing documentation about the subject property, ARG finds the 

Cable Car Barn continues to qualify as a historical resource under CEQA. It is currently a contributor to the San 

Francisco Cable Car System National Historic Landmark, which was designated in 1964. In turn, the San Francisco 

Cable Car System was listed in the National Register in 1966 and updated in 1978, which provided further 

clarification about the Cable Car Barn’s contributing status to the system. In turn, the San Francisco Cable Car 

System was automatically listed in the California Register. In addition to these designations of the San Francisco 

Cable Car System, the Cable Car Barn was individually designated as a San Francisco Landmark in 1971.  

 

The Cable Car Barn was primarily constructed in 1908 following the 1906 earthquake and fires, which destroyed 
much of the original 1888 building built by the Ferries & Cliff House Railroad Company. Although the Cable Car 
Barn was not the first cable car barn and powerhouse associated with a cable car line in San Francisco, the extant 
building reflects the reconstruction period following 1906, as well as the continued operation of the San Francisco 
cable cars through the early twentieth century. Research indicates that it has direct associations with the 
development and operations of the San Francisco cable cars as the only remaining cable car barn and powerhouse. 
Similarly, the Cable Car Barn at 1201 Mason Street is also significant as the only surviving example of the cable car 
barn and powerhouse property type in San Francisco.  

 

48 San Francisco Planning Department, “Application for Historic Landmark Designation,” n.d., accessed August 8, 
2021, http://forms.sfplanning.org/Historic_Landmark_Designation_Application.pdf. 

http://forms.sfplanning.org/Historic_Landmark_Designation_Application.pdf
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6.2 Period of Significance 

The period of significance for the Cable Car Barn spans from 1908 to 1944. This corresponds with the completion 
of the existing building envelope following the damage of the 1906 earthquake and fires to the previous building at 
the site and extends through the period when it was owned and operated by the Market Street Railway Company 
through 1944. When it was purchased by Muni in 1944, the cable car system had largely been replaced by the 
public bus system and transitioned to primarily function as heritage tourism infrastructure. 

6.3 Integrity Assessment 

The designation of the Cable Car Barn at the national, state, and local level occurred in the 1960s and 1970s and 
predates major alterations to the building that occurred during a renovation campaign conducted from 1982 to 
1984. Despite these alterations, the Cable Car Barn retains sufficient integrity to convey its historically significant 
associations with the development and operation of the San Francisco cable car system and as a rare example of 
the cable car barn and powerhouse property type. 
 
The subject property largely retains integrity given its ongoing use as a cable car barn, which has preserved many 
of the original exterior features and interior spatial organization. The building remains in its original location within 
the irregular parcel that fronts Mason, Washington, and Jackson streets, retaining integrity of location. The 
property also remains within the mid‐rise urban setting along Washington and Mason streets with cable car tracks 
and infrastructure extending out from the building along the established routes; thus, it retains integrity of setting. 
 
The brick masonry building retains the original 1908 façades along Washington and Mason streets, as well as 
sections visible from Jackson Street and Marcy Place. This includes brick masonry detailing, original fenestration 
patterns with arched, regularly repeating openings, as well as remaining portion of the original 1888 smokestack, 
which was reconfigured to its current height during the 1908 reconstruction. Some alterations, such as the 
conversion of windows to building entrances, addition of entrances, and the replacement of the original windows, 
were compatible with the original design, features, and material of the building and do not reduce the overall 
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association.  
 
The interior alterations and additions, which largely date to 1982 to 1984, have removed much of the preexisting 
materials from the Cable Car Barn. Although the interiors were completely altered outside the recommended 
period of significance between 1908‐1944, many of the contributing features associated with the San Francisco 
Cable Car System—winding equipment, tension runs, and sheaves and cable conduits in the basement vaults—
have been replaced to match the existing in overall appearance and placement. 

6.4 Character‐Defining Features 

A character‐defining feature is an aspect of a building or structure’s design, construction, or detail that is 
representative of its function, type, or architectural style. Generally, character‐defining features include specific 
building systems, architectural ornament, construction details, massing, materials, craftsmanship, site 
characteristics, and landscaping within the period of significance. In order for an important historic property to 
retain its significance, its character‐defining features must be retained to the greatest extent possible.  
 
Based upon the review of the historical significance and the existing condition, the character‐defining features of 
the Cable Car Barn property at 1201 Mason Street are outlined below. Any other elements or spaces not 
specifically referred to here and/or constructed outside of the period of significance of 1908‐1944 are considered 
to be non‐contributors. 
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Site  

 Mid‐rise urban setting along Mason, Washington, and Jackson streets; 

 Connection with the cable car tracks and cable system with circulation patterns extending from 

Washington and Jackson streets; and  

 Integration into the hillside that provides cable cars access to the maintenance facilities on the second 

floor from the slopes of Washington and Jackson streets. 

Exterior 

 Two‐story height and squared massing of the 1908 envelope; 

 1908 brick masonry façades along Washington (south), Mason (east), and Marcy Place (west); 

 Brick masonry smokestack with chamfered base dating to 1888, with the height reduced in 1908; 

 Predominantly flat roof profile from the parapet wall with a noted gable peak at the northeast bay on 

Mason Street; 

 Red brick laid in running bond pattern with circular and pennant inlay detailing along the parapet course; 

 Paired brick masonry string course separating the first and second floors; and 

 Regular and rhythmic spacing of segmental and rounded arch fenestration openings along the first and 

second floors.  

Interior 

 Diagonal spatial organization of the winding equipment and tension run within the central volume of the 

ground floor; and  

 Sheave and cable equipment located in the basement vault spaces of the building. 

7. CONCLUSION 

The Cable Car Barn at 1201 Mason street retains integrity and continues to qualify as a historical resource under 

CEQA. It is a contributor to the San Francisco Cable Car System National Historic Landmark, which is also listed in 

the National Register and California Registers. The subject building is also individually designated a San Francisco 

Landmark. Expanded research has demonstrated that the Cable Car Barn has significant associations for its 

development and operation of the San Francisco cable cars and as a rare example of the cable car barn and 

powerhouse property type. The period of significance for the property of 1908 to 1944, which coincides with the 

completion of the building in 1908 and its role in the operations of the cable cars as public transport prior to being 

transferred to Muni.  
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South and east façades of the Cable Car Barn, view northwest from the corner of 

Mason and Washington streets (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
East façade of the Cable Car Barn, view southwest from Mason Street (ARG, 

April 2021). 
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Primary entrance to the Cable Car 

Museum at the east façade of the Cable 
Car Barn (ARG, April 2021). 

 

 
Second floor of the southern portion at the east façade, view west from Mason 

Street (ARG, April 2021). 
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Center portion of the east façade, view west from Mason Street (ARG, April 

2021). 
 

 
Maintenance vehicle entrance to the Cable 

Car Barn at the east façade, view west 
from Mason Street (ARG, April 2021). 

 



Historic Resource Evaluation   Architectural Resources Group  
Cable Car Barn, San Francisco, California  Appendix A. Existing Conditions Photographs 
 

 
 

 
Visible portion of the north façade with the 1984 third-story addition visible, 

view south along Marcy Place from Jackson Street (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
1908 brick masonry at the lower floors of the north façade, view south from 

Marcy Place (ARG, April 2021). 
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Detail of the upper floors of the north façade, view west from Marcy Place (ARG, 

April 2021). 
 

 
Jackson Street cable car entrance (dating to 1984) at the north façade, view 

south from Jackson Street (ARG, April 2021). 
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South façade of the Cable Car Barn with the 1888 smokestack, 1908 brick 

masonry façade, and 1984 cable car entrance and third floor, view east from 
Washington Street (ARG, April 2021). 

 

 
Eastern portion of the south façade with the 1908 brick masonry façade and 
1888 smokestack, view northwest from Washington Street (ARG, April 2021). 
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East portion of the south façade with the 1908 brick masonry envelope and 1984 

secondary museum entrance (bottom left), view northeast from Washington 
Street (ARG, April 2021). 

 

 
Washington Street entrance to the Cable Car Barn with the 1908 brick masonry 
envelope and 1984 secondary museum entrance (bottom right), view northeast 

from Washington Street (ARG, April 2021). 
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Detail of the 1888 smokestack, view from 

Washington Street (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
Washington Street cable car entrance from 1984 at the south façade, view 

northwest from Washington Street (ARG, April 2021). 
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Detail of the signage reading “Ferries and Cliff House Railway Co. 1887” at the 

south façade, view north from Washington Street (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
Secondary Cable Car museum entrance at 

the south façade, view west (ARG, April 
2021). 
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Detail of the second story at the eastern portion of the south façade, view north 

from Washington Street (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
East portion of the roof with the 1984 third floor skylights, view southeast (ARG, 

April 2021). 
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Detail of the 1888 smokestack, view south 

from the roof (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
Western portion of the roof with the 1984 third floor skylights, view southeast 

(ARG, April 2021). 
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Cable Car Barn interior, museum mezzanine overlooking the cable system and 

tension run at the first floor (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
Cable Car Barn interior, cable turning equipment, tension run, and museum 

mezzanine at the first floor (ARG, April 2021). 
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Cable Car Barn interior, cable turning equipment at the first floor and foyer to 

the cable car museum and mezzanine in the background (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
Cable Car Barn interior, cable car system operations rooms at the first floor with 

the cable car museum mezzanine above (ARG, April 2021). 
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Cable Car Barn interior, view of the 1984 secondary cable car museum entrance 

at the south façade, view east towards the intersection of Mason and 
Washington streets (ARG, April 2021). 

 

 
Cable Car Barn interior, machine shop and maintenance space at the first floor 

(ARG, April 2021). 
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Cable Car Barn interior, below ground cable equipment and sheaves (ARG, April 

2021).  
 

 
Cable Car Barn interior, interior elevation of the second floor windows (ARG, 

April 2021). 
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Cable Car Barn interior, cable car maintenance yard, view south towards 

Washington Street from the turntable (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
Cable Car Barn interior, cable car maintenance bays at the second floor (ARG, 

April 2021). 
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Cable Car Barn interior, cable car maintenance bays with open maintenance pits 

at the second floor (ARG, April 2021). 
 

 
Cable Car Barn interior, 1984 cable car turntable at the second floor (ARG, April 

2021). 
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Cable Car Barn interior, typical office space at the third-floor penthouse (ARG, 

April 2021). 
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT of tlie INTERIOR
★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ *:★ ★news release

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Foley - 343-4895

For Release to PM's, JANUARY 29, 1964
SECRETARY Tm&T.T. ANNOUNCES P0RTY-EIC2IT SIT^ ELIGIBLE FOR REGTSTEI^

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANEMARK STATUS

She rise of the United States as a World Poorer, and the importance of

Travel and Connn\inicatlon in the development of tliis Nation, are tTfo of the themes

which are commemorated in the latest list of 48 i sites approved for Registered

National Historic Landmark statixs. Secretary of

announced today. In addition to sites connected

affairs after 1865, and Travel and Commxinication

which illustrate architectural and archeological

conservation of natural resources; and Westward

the Interior Stewart L. Udall

with political and military

new Landmark sites were named

areas; commerce and industry;

Expansion.

Secretary Udall explained that Registered Nitional Historic Landmarks are

areas which have been fo\md to possess exceptionsL value and are of national sig­

nificance in commemorating and illiistrating the listory of the United States.

Such landmark sites are not administered by the department'a National Park Service,

but are recognized by the Service with a oertif1 sate and bronze plaque. The n\mi- 

ber of sites declared eligible for Registered Na 

now totals 452.

tional Historic Landmark status

The 48 additional sites were recommended by
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments
National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings,
aimounced by the Advisory Board on November 27,

the Advisory Board on National
from studies prepared by the

Four of the 48 sites previously
1963, were Roble House, Chicago,

Illinois; Fort Richardson, Texas; Stephen Tyng Mather Homestead, Darien,
Connecticut; and Saugus Iron Works, Saugus, Massachusetts.

Political and Military Landmark exan?)les ax a; Pearl Harbor Naval Base, 
Hawaii, intimately associated with the rise of t|ie United States as a world power;
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"Fairview,** home of William Jennings Bryan at Lincoln, Nebraska, coinnemorating one 
of the major leaders of the late 19th and early 20th century vtoo had a great 
impact on the political history of that time; Robert M. Lafollette Home, Maple 
Bluff, Wisconsin, memorializing a man who believed with his heart and soul that 
democracy had to rest on the people, not on special interest grov?)s or cliques;
U. S. S. Qjyijpia. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on6 of the most historic naval ves­
sels in America; and Temple Square, Salt Lake City, Utah, udiich captured the 
essence of the Mormon achievement in building a kingdom on the Utah desert.

The First Telephone Exchange,Travel and Communication examples include:
New Haven, Connecticut, the building in idiich the world’s first telephone exchemge 
was established, which began operations on Januaiy 28, 1878; Jarrett Manor, "Trav- 
lers Rest,'* Toccoa, Georgia, vhich served as a well-known stagecoach inn, tavern, 
and post office throughout the 19th century; Illinois and Michigan Canal (Locks 
and Towpath), Oiaimahon,' Illinois, udiich propelled Chicago into a position of 
supremacy in the Middle West; Sandy Hook Light, Sandy Hook, New Jersey, the oldest 
standing light tower in the United States; and S^uel F. B. Morse Home, "Locust 
Grove," New York, where Morse first successfully demonstrated his telegraph in 
1844.

Archeological Landmarks are Angel Mounds, Indiana, a site which has produced 
more than 2,000,000 catalogued artifacts—the most outstanding being an effigy of 
a seated man which was carved from fluorspar; Pinson Mounds, Tennessee, a site of 
major importance, one of the few large temple mound sites with an earthworks; and 
Piilanihale Heiau, Hawaii, a structure attributed to Piilani, of the Maui line of 
great chiefs of the 16th century.

Brief descriptions are attached of the 48 sites.
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Political and Milltaiy Affairs After I865

In the study of "Political and Military Affairs After I865," 16 sites 
were listed hy the Advisory Bosird, They are as follows;

1. Pearl Harhor Naval Base, Hawaii. Pearl Harbor was one of the keys 
to the development of Aioerican naval power'injthe Pacific, and is still 
today an active, major naval base. The U. S.;S. Arizona Memorial, vhere 
over 1,100 men were entombed in the battleship sunk "by the Japanese in 
their surprise attack of December 7, 19^1, is]a point of major visitor 
interest.

2. .Benj^n Harrison Home, Indiana. President Harrison's house was 
constructed in 1874-75 and remained his home, rwhen he was not in 
Washington, D. C., until his death in I9OI. It is well maintained and 
contains many furnishings that formerly belonged to Harfison.

3* James G. Blaine Home. "Blaine House." Matng. The Blaine House-was 
built in the early 19th century, and purchased by Blaine in 1862. Now 
the governor’s mansion, it was restored and redecorated in I962, and the 
study metlctaously restored to its appearance when Blaine occupied it.

’William Jennings Bryan Home. "Fairview." Nebraska. Bryan, moved in 
1887 to Lincoln, Nebraska, and soon launched his significant political 
careet, serving in Congress, three times as Democratic candidate for 
President, and as Secretary of State from 1913|-1915. The first floor 
has been restored as a historic house, cont«d.ning original furnishings 
contributed by the family.

5. Thomas Nast Home. "Villa Fontana." New Jersey. The famous cartoonist's 
well-preserved home is not open to the public.: He occupied it from 1873 
to 1902, a handsome three-story, clapboard building with mansard roof 
which was built about i860.

6. wmiam H. Seward House, New York. The Seward House was built in 
I816-I7 as the home of Mrs. Seward's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Seward 
made it their home after their marriage in 182k, to the time of his 
death in I872. It is in excellent condition, well maintained, under 
foundation ownership.

7. James A. Garfield Home, "Lawnfield," Ohio. Garfield purchased 
Lawnfield in 1876, a 152-acre farm wi-bh I5-story house built in I832 
and outbuildings. He" enlarged and remodeled it extensively, and ran 
his successful presidential election campaign of I88O from this house, 
now restored and owned by the Lake County Historical Society.

8. Rutherford B, Hayes Home, "Spiegel Grove,"jOhlo. The Hayes house, 
built between l859 and 1863, and later enlarged, is located on the 
grounds of the Hayes State Memorial. The Memorial contains the graves 
of the 19th president and Mrs. Hayes,and also a museiun and library 
building preserving their papers and other possessions.
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9* Wllllajn Howard Taft Home, Ohio. Taft vas 
23, formative years in this hotise, from which 
remarkable career in law and public administr^' 
basically sound, but somewhat altered and in

bom and spent his first 
he emerged ..to pursue his 
tion. The house is still 

cbnly fair condition.

10. U, S, S. "Olyn^la," Pennsylvania. This 
the oldest steel-hulled American naval ship ; 
by a patriotic association, it commemorates tl
^vhen it was Commodore George Dewey's flagship

president^ of the Naval War College in 1886, oh'
11._U^, .Naval War College, Rhode Island. Alfrec. Thayer Mahan became

ival War College in 1886. orie year after the first
in spite of vigorous 

value. The original 
iwport Naval Base commander's

students were received. Under him it develop' 
opposition into an institution of inestimable 
college building, built in 1819, is now the Ne 
residence.

bruiser, built in I888, is 
oat. Excellently restored 

le triun^jh of May 1, 1898, 
in the Battle of Manila Bay.

12. Temple Square, Utah. The walled Temple Sjq.uare symbolizes achievement 
"j iJtjin the Utah desert, as well as Mormon religion 

The three historic structures in Temple Square
between 1853 and I893, the Tabernacle, an architectural and engineering
,marvel built between 1862 and 1867, and the As 
in 1882.

s and cultural Individuality, 
are the Temple, built

sembly Hall, ccmqjleted

This two-story adobe 
green„shutters, tall

13. Bri^am Young House, ''Lion House," Utah. 
building, plastered, with small-paned windows, 
chimneys, and 20 steep-roofed gables, was built under Brigham Young's 
direction in 1856. He and his large family resided here until his 
death in I877. It is now a public center and historic house museum.
ik. Robert M. LaFollette Home, Wisconsin. Th^e acres remain in 
family' ownership of the 60-acre farm LaFoUette purchased in I905.
house, originally built about i860, remains in

The

similar to that of the time of his death in 19 25•
15. George Hvint Pendleton Home, Ohio. Pendle jon, the "patron saint" 
of the U. S, Civil Service, lived in a brick, ;hree-story home on a 
splendid site overlooking Cincinnati. The structure is not in a good

a condition generally

state of preservation
16, John Sherman Birthplace, Ohio. Bom here! in I823, younger brother 
of William Tectunseh Sheiman too was also bom ijiere,^ John Sherman 
enjoyed a ranarkable career in U. S. House and .Senate, and as Secretary 
of the Treasury and, later, of State. The house is open to the public.
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Travel and Communication

In the study of "Travel and Communication," ^5 sites were listed hy the 
Advisory Board. They are as follows:

1. The First Telephone Exchange, Connecticutexchange ^commercial switchboardt"began operi 
a room of the Metropolitan Building, New Ha

The world's first telephone 
^ing on January 28, I878, in

,ven
2. Jarrett Manor, "Travelers Rest," Georgia.home and fort, this structure near Toccoa se: 
tavern, and post office throu^out the 19th 
exaE^le of an early iim In a rural, frontier

lived

3. Illinois and Michigan Canal (Locks and Towpath at Channahon), Illinois.
of supremacy in the MiddleThis canal propelled Chicago into a position

West. Built from I836-I8I48, it linked Chica^ to the Mississippi River, 
con5>leting a, continuous waterway from New Yo^ to the Mississippi. It 
has not heen used commercially since 1933, hujt the locks have been 
restored and the old towpath may he followed.

Built in 1784 as a frontier 
as a stagecoach inn, 

c|entury. It is an excellent 
setting.

^ •

4. Castleman Bridge, National Road, Maryland], 
bridge over the Liitle' Yougtiiogeny River Ws

This well-built stone 
used from 1813 to 1933. It 
States when erected, andincluded the largest stone arch in the United 

is still a magnificent example of the bridge-pulldlng art'of the early
19th centxay

5* ^omas Viaduct, Balti^re and Ohio Railroad, Ma^land. This majestic 
solidly-buiit bridge, still used today, is thk world's oldest multiple 
stone-arch railroad bridge. Completed in 183B, it was designed by 
Benjamin H. Latrobe, civil engineer, son of tpe famous architect of the 
same name.
6. Boston Light, Massachusetts. Little Brewkter Island is the site of 
the first lighthouse in North America, erected in 1716 and destroyed in 
1776. The present structure, built in 1783 on the same site, is the 
second oldest light tower in the United Stated, aid is still in use.

7. Boston Subway, Massachusetts. 
the first in North America euid the fifth such

‘I

Boston's sTfibway (built 1895-98) was 
system in the world.

New York and other cities later followed Boston's example, making the 
subway a major means of urban transportation.
8. Eads Bridge, Missouri. James Buchanan Eads designed and built, 
I867-IB74, the world's first steel-truss bridge, spanning the Mississippi 
River at St, Louis, It was one of the major engineering achievements of 
its time, and opened up a new era in bridge construction.

9. Sandy Hook Light, New Jersey, This is th^ oldest standing light 
tower in the United States. Itwas erected ii^ 1764 and is still in use.
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10. Old Blenheim Bridge, Mev York. This magnl 
American art of building wooden covered hridgeii 
Nicholas M. Povers, a leading covered-hridge b'

ficent exanqjle of the lost 
was erected in l835 by 

lUlder of New England.

Morse purchased11. Samel F. B. Morse "Locust Grovej" New York.
Locust Grove estate in Ib4-Y ^d returned to it
his death in 187I. The original part of the he_____ _
but Morse added onto it a great deal, including the four-story tower^on 
the west side.

summer after summer vuitil 
use was built in 183O,

12. Brookl^ Bridge, New York. This was the 
suspension bridge, both a thing of beavfty and a 
Trtiich opened a new era in bridge construction, 
constructed, 1869-I883, by John A. and Wash 
and son.

lingto:

>rld's first great steel 
technical masterpiece 
It was designed and 

>n A. Roebling, father

13. Salem Tavern, North Carolina. Salem Taver 
of an 18th-century "ordinary" in the South. Er 
a widespread reputation for hospitality and comf
Ih, S-: 
bridge

-Bridge (Old Washington Bridge), 
, constructed in 102b, is a sple National

Lendid remiider of the great National 
Road which was built across Ohio between 1825 afd l837. The bridge is still in excellent condition, along U. S. High^ 40 west of Old 
Washington,

is a splendid example 
ected in 1784, it enjoyed 
'ort.

Road, Ohio. This stone

15. Miami and Erie Canal (Deep Cut), Ohio. Tht "Deep Cut" of the Miami 
and Erie Canal, near Spencervllle, is a striking remain of Ohio's great 
antebellum canal system, which contributed notably to Ohio's swift rise 
to a leading position in the nation by i860. It was originally 6,600 
feet long and 5 to 52 feet deep. It is identified today by a State 
roadside park and marker.

16. Willl^ Aiken House and Associated Railroaii Structures, South Carolina. 
Aiken was first president (Ib28-lb31) of the Soiih Carolina Canal and 
Railroad Con^jany, and builder (I83O-33) of the _pioneer Charleston and 
Hamburg Railroad, 136 miles in length. The hancsome, stuccoed, brick 
house was built between I807 and 18II and is no\i Division Headquarters 
of the Southern Railway Company, Other interestjlng antebellum railroad 
buildings are located nearby.

17* Lakeboat, Tlnnndftrngft, Vermont. The ^Iconderoga carBied 
passengers on Lake ChaB^plaln’from 1905, when it was built, until 1953. 
This slde-paddlewheel lakeboat is the only extanjt and basically unchanged 
vessel of its kind in the United States.
18. Cape Henry Lighthouse, Virginia. This was 

ty tl
the first lighthouse to 
ed as a light tower frombe erected by the Federal Government, and was us 

its completion in 1792 xmtil I88I. It is the thtrd oldest standing 
structure of this type in the Ihiited States.

 



19. Gadsby’s Tavern, Virginia. Gadsby's wad an important center of 
Virginia life in the iBth and early 19th centuries^ for both travelers 
and residents of the Alexandria area. It consists of two adjoinging 
taverns erected in 1752 and 1792.

20. Rising Tavern, Virginia. This tavern was a favorite stopping 
and meeting place of Virginia Revolutionary War patriots—social center, 
post office, and stagecoach stop for Fredericksburg, traditionally built 
about 1760,

21. Sheridan Inn, Warning. This hotel opened in.,1893 and rated for 
years as the finest hotel between Chicago and San Francisco. It was 
also the social center of the region.

22. Robert F^ton Birthplace, Pennsylvania. 
1765 in this 2|--story stone structure b miles 
Since that time the building has been altered

Robert Fulton was bom in 
south of Quarryvllle. 
notably.

23. Toll House, National Road, Pennsylvania/! This brick structure, 
recently restored, is a reminder of the transfer from Federal to State 
ownership of the National Road, lifeline of the early West, in 1831. 
The building was constructed in I835 and is oh U. S. 40, just west of 
Unlontown.

East Broad Top Railroad, Pennsylvania. Tne E. B. T. Railroad was 
primarily a coal-carrying line, operating over 30 miles of neorrow gauge 
track between Mo\mt Union and Robertsdale from I872 to 1953. The old 
station at Orbinsonia is now preserved along with 3^ miles of track 
over which passenger trains aire run for vlsitc^rs.

25. San Francisco Cable Cars, California. This method of urban transporta- 
tlon—cars moved by gripping ^ving vmderground cables—was pioneered in 
1873 in San Francisco, to which it was especially well suited because of 
steep hills in the downtown area. At the maximum, 8 con^anies operated 
112 miles of track in San Francisco, and 5 other American cities had 
similar lines. About 10 miles are still in oiieration, an in 
San Francisco.

Indian Villages and Communities

In the study of "Indian Villages and Communitl|es," two sites were listed 
by the Advisory Board. They are as follows:

1. Angel Mounds, Indiana. Deriving its name 
one of the largest tproperty, Angel Mounds is 

"Mississipplan" ten^jle mound sites, covering o 
over a long period has uncovered nimierous rec 
a town square, a palisade augnented with proj 
intervals, and over 2,000,000 catalogued artif 
of occupancy, about A. D. l400-l600.

from former owners of the 
nd most impressive 
ver 100 acres. Excavation 
angular houses, temples, 

acting bastions at 120-foot 
acts relating to the period



2. Knson MbTmds, Tennessee. This site Includes prdbably more than 30 
mounds, thousands of yards of earthworks and other features. It is 
believed to cover about 1,CXX) acres, and is of major in^wrtanoa as one 
of the few large temple mound sites with an earthworks. Furthermore, 
it was occupied during several major archeological periods, from Late 
Archaic to Woodland and Mississippian periods.

Westward Expansion

in the study of "Westward Expansion," subtheme; "Military and Indian 
Affairs" one site was listed by the Advisory Board;

1. Fort Richardson, Texas. Fort Richardson was one of the most 
inportant military j)osts on the southwest frontier during the period of 
Comanche and Kiowa depredations. It obstructed the movement of Indian 
raiders against the Texas frontier and down across the Rio Grande into 
Mexico. Fort Richardson and its troops played key roles in the Jacksboro 
case of 1871 and the Red River War of 187^, which brought peace to the 
Texas frontier. The site is owned by the State of Texas and administered 
by the Jack County Historical Society,

Architecture

In the study of "Architecture, " one site was listed by the Advisory 
Board; •

1. The Robie House, Illinois. Frank Iloyd Wright designed and built 
this residence for Frederick Carleton Robie in I907-O9, Incorporating 
many forms which have become identified with modem styles, the Robie 
house has won international acclaim as a tviming point in architectural 
development. Now part of the University, of Chicago campus, it is the 
object of a nation-wide fund-raising campaign for its restoration and 
preservation.

Conservation of Natural Resoxzrces

In the study of "ConseDrvation of Nat\u*al Resources one site was listed 
by the Advisory Board:

This residence isStephen Tyng Mather Homestead, Connecticut,
bhe home of the man who, more than any single individual.notable”as the

created the National Park System and made it the organization that now 
serves the country so capably. It was'built by Mather's great-grandfather 
in 1778, and after undergoing various modifications throu^ the years 
now remains substantially the same as it was when Mather died in I93O.

I
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Commerce and Industry

In the study of "Coinmerce and Industry," one site was recommended hy 
the Advisory Board;

1, Saugus Iron Works, Massachusetts, The First Iron Works Association, 
Inc,, owns and oj)eraies this careful reconstrv.ction of the original 
iron works which operated intermittently at Saugus between l646 and 
1670, Consisting of a blast furnace, casting house, forge, and rolling 
and slitting mill, it was an important business enterprise in American 
history.

Hawaii Aboriginal Cvilture

In the study of "Hawaii Aboriginal Culture" oiie site was recommended by 
the Advisory Board;

1. Piilanlhale Helau, Haw^i. This is the largest heiau, or temple, 
in the Hawaiian Islands, atout 3^tO by 425 feet', built probably in the 
16th century. Privately owned, located on the east coast of Maui, it 
is well preserved because of heavy vegetation but also difficult to 
reach for the same reason.
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3FV>mi 10*317
(Sopt. 1957)

UNITED STATES
^^PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

■

■ .X;4

1. STATE

California
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. ' '

XVIIX - Sravel and Ccmfeunication
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

San Francisco Cable Car Bailwav
4. APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION (.County, township, roads, etc. If difflcvM to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

Powell and N»ket Streets. San Francisco
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different ftam owner)

City of San Francisco
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site importarU and what remains are extant)

■'

1

•r.:

Andrew S. HsLUldee, an English huild«r of aerial cables for use in Western
Binesj invented an arrangeaMsnt whereby heavy cables could be laid underground to
draw cars iq> the steep hills of San Francisc^* The first ear thus equipped ran
froB Kearny Street via Clay Street over Hob Bill to Zeavenvorth in August 18T3»
Mtd soon thereafter such lines ware in general use in the ei'^»

Sable lines were built in «»3st najor Anerican cities in the l880*sj the
largest such system was that of Chicago, where three eoaqpaaies owned 82 miles of
track and 710 grip cars. By 1893, however, the cable car, except on steep grades,
was gmaeraily being replaced by the electric street ear.

'

'J-;' Almnxt 10 miles of the 8an Francisco cable car system, with the grip eazv,
lave been retained in vuse and s«rve as an intez«sting tourist attraction.
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6. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give Oedt dourced.* ffive location of manuscripts and rare works) George W. Hilton end Johs 7. Due,

The Klectrie Interurban Railways in America (Stanfoid. 19^0), 5i J.Bucknell Smith,
A Treatise 0pcm Cable or

Lways in pe Tracii______ Tracti(m y^teplied to the Warklafg of Street and
Otl»r Railways' (London. "IS^gTi..B. ife>over. Hero B.'SenscB. and' BfcBel...................Q.
Rensch, revised by Ihith Teiser, Histarie Snots in California (Stanfcnrd, 1958), 299*

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES mention beat reporta undatudies, aa, NPSatudy, IIABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS* 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: YES NO fl T*m«i BTjoitat ion June 8. 1961

14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature)

Charles ¥. Snell
15. TITLE

Re«t.Chief. Branch Hist.Sites
16. DATE
lov. 29. 1962

• DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X lOj^ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016-1
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REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANIMARKS
L-!

BIENNIAL VISIT REPORT

San Francisco Cable Car System

Date: March 17, 1970 

Visited hy: G* C, Murray

1. Location: City of San Francisco, Cable Cars on three designated 
routes, plus Cable Car Bam at Washington and Mason Streets,
San Francisco

2. Theme: XVIII - Travel and Coiaaanlcation

3. Ovmer

a. When designated City of San Pranciso
b. Present: (x) Same

( ) New

Jf. Use:

a. When designated Municipal transit system; Maintenance of cable car
system.

b. Present: (x) Same

(x) Changed as follows: Cable Car Bam is being restored 
and developed as visitor information facility
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REGISTRY OF MTIONAL HISTORIC LAHDMAEKS 

BIENNIAL VISIT REPORT

: .'rt ■■

San Francisco Cable Car System

5. Plaque and Certificate: Location and condition

a. Plaque (2 Piques) 1, Wall of visitors' viewing platform, Cable 
Car Bam, Washington & Mason Sts. S.F.; 2. }^e St. Cable Car

b. Certificate Terminal, S. F.; both excellent
didn't see

6. Physical condition

a. ^'Jhen designated Excellent
b. Present: (x) Excellent; ( ) Good; ( ) Fair; ( ) Poor

Comments:

/
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REGISTRY OP NATIONAL HISTORIC LA^TDMARKS -.m

BIENNIAL VISIT REPORT
San Francisco Cable Car Systan

7. i^ecial Problems:
Safety: Both operators and passengers almost totally disregard
passenger safety.

Attitudes :As with other municipal transportation, operator attitudes
vary from Beligerent, rude, and hostile to friendly, courteous and
helpful. Although residents accept this as a fact of life, visitors
are offended and puzzled by rudeness from what is considered a prime
tourist attraction. Because the Cable Car's reason for continued
existence is their unusual historic interest, it is regrettable
that operator attitudes do not reflect a little pride in their role
in recreating the City's history.

8 Suggestions 0ffered:N6ne concerning the above special problems,

The National Park Service has been requested by the San Francisco
Public Utilities COTmission to provide interpretive pia-nm-ng
assistance in the development of the Car Bam visitor information
facility. Contacted by: James Leojiard, Assistant to GenersiL
Manager James K. Carr, Public Utilities Commission, City Hall, S. F.



vggjjitage Coriservaticjn and'Recreation Service 
^ Departaent of the Interior

<» tm,.

■-WATTONAL HISTORIC LA^IDMARK STATUS REPORT; 1978

, General Background
1. -Official Landaark nane: San Francisco Cible Car System.Cable Car Bam at Washington & Mason Streets, and 

■Address t ^ t-U-^aa Hoo-icmat-oa vnil1-PR ^'Pnwel 1-MaSlVjCU. JJCLLJU CXU V* ----------------,------------cable cars on three designated routes (Powell-Mason, 
Powell-Ityde & California Street), City of San Francisco,CA

2. Kaae, address, phone number of the Landmark owner: City & Comty of San Francisco,
Public Utilities Conmission, Municipal Railway, Cable Car Divxsion. Superintendent:
Oscar Norman, Washington 6t Mason Streets, San Francisco, CA 415-558-3382
3. Name, title, address, and phone number of person responsible for the

management of the Landmark: (If same as person in number 2, write same )•

same
A. Hame, title, address and phone niimber of additional person(s) contacted 

about this Landmark: Rino Bei, Program Manager, MUNI Transit Improvement, 
415-558-2801 and Mrs. Hans Klussman, San Francisco Citizen & Cable Car Supporter, 
415-421-2608
5. Kame, region and phone number of HCRS official preparing report:

Julie Nagle, Pacific Southwest Regional Office,.556-8313 ............. ........

16. Date of this report:
and Maintenance of Buildings, Sites and Historic Districts

(If Landmark is visited, provide photographs (or slides) of serious
•oroblems or possible threats)

1. Architectural or Engineering Features

a. What is the general physical condition? .2^__excellent
___needs repairs (explain)

good

Are ther'e any obvious structural problems or water related problems?
X no ___yes (describe)

C. Are there planned future building alterations or new construction?
___no X yes (explain) see comnents (V)

•d. Are there historic interior furnishings oresent? JL/es
•Are they well cared for? X yes ___ no (explain)

-Will they be retained? Xyea ___ no (explain^

Is there historic machinerv or equipment present? JL_ye3
Is it well cared for? X yes ___ no (explain)

■Will it be retained? ___ yes ■ no (explain)see conments (V)

■■
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w • ^ E^vironnencai,.Battlefield, Natural and ArcheoloRical Features

*. What is the general condition of- the site? ^excellent ----- ^good
needs repairs (explain)

7
b. Are there visible archeological ruins, remains or artifacts? -----yes )^nc

Are they well cared for?___yes ___ no (explain)

I' -

c. Has'there been recent site disturbance, digging, or construction?
X no___ yes (explain)

i d. -Are there plans for future site work or construction?
___ no X yes (explain) gee comnents (V)

3. Historic District Features
a. What is the general physical condition of the buildings, roadways, and

other historic features of the district? ___ ^excellent ----- good
___ needs repair (explain) N A

b. In general, what is the level of construction activity in the district?
high construction activity __moderate •^low • NA

c. Is there a local design review board, historic district commission, or
other governmental body which reviews construction activity in the
district? ___ yes no NA

III. Building, Site, or Historic District Integrity

2. B.S there been an Introduction o£ visual, audible, or atnospherlc elements
that are out of character with the property and its setting.
X no ___ yes (explain) _

3. Axe there any potential threats (l.e., highways, adjacent .
toning changes, etc.) likely to occur In the future? ----- ^no _Oes (explain)

see comnents (}I)
4. Is there any urgency regarding any of the threats? _2LP° ---- (explain)

Probably not, smce specific plans will not be finalized for some time. See comnntoits (V)
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/ ^ ^ the lone'tera-preservation of the landmark?
'Does the owner show ince . for landmark preservation, but

[V.* Supplementary Information 

1.-
Xyes ___ no two plaqxies. One is displayed

?rl'dls^ayrdf T.ls "in

2.

Sr ternSnal at the fiot of Hyde Street.

ao::Thro!:««fi^rai hcks. _ye=.

T.
Conoents ■ Early in 1978 the City md ^^®^e^SueSlr‘^™SSi!'^i^la«.'‘

“fety, cost Ia mllabili^ prob^ S°otSll^Sl S this stidy, conducted
a $415,000 contract study of the ^ystOT. ?^ract to the city, and partxally
by an architectural engi^ering “^f^^^^stration (IMEA) grant, is to investigate
^ded by an Urban Mass imdemized, and otherwise made more^
the possible ways that the consultant has been charged with two ba^c
efficient, safe and ,^,?S5on of“he Cable Car Bam, and 2) to inventory .
tasks- 1) to investigate the retebilitation o study is currently m progress and
the current condition vM^h time it will be forwa?^ed to tte
will not be completed until early . f *-he cable car system. The City s
aty'as Comlssion^ and Board of Supervises, ^ UMB.
Municipal Railway (MWI). and reach a decision regarding the
Mill then review _ prniect based on those recoiraiendaticns as contained

Alch portidns it will sdeh to fmd

« S S^?^tftf car syst™ that are being explored include tile

following;

Date
7/25/78
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OHITED 8XAXES
DEPARmarr op the mcERiaR

HmOUUL PABK 8ERV1CE
MASBIBGTQB 23, D. C. I,.3

Om Ibtiooaa. 8urv«gr of Hlotorlc SitM «Dd BuHdiag*

San Fraoclaco C»blo Care, California

Itaere are aBproxtDately 10 niles of cable ear tracks still reaainlng la
tbe Sas Francisco Municipal Rallvajr. They are the only ones still
operating In the Uhlted States. One teralnus of this cable ear operation
Is in the heart of dountowi San Frandseo, at the comer of Powell and
Market Streets. It Is a coomon and always an Interesting sl^t to see
tbe crowds of people loading and hanging on to the sides of the little
ears In the swnertlae as they stajrt vqp the hill from the comer of 
Powell and Market Streets. At this point there Is a turntable idileh
the car operator uses to turn the ear around.
The cable ear was contrived by Andrew S. Balllde^ an Sogllsh builder
of aerial cables for nines In the western Itoited States; He arranged
a systea by which the heavy cables, laid undorground, would draw the
cars tqp the steep hills of San Pranclacoy The first underground cable
track was laid from Kearny Street over Hill to Leavenworth in
August 1673. In a relatively short tine 8 eonpanles had put down
112 Biles of cable track in the city. Other cities, such as Hew York,
Washington, D. C., Cincinnati, Boston, and Chicago soon had their
cable car systens.
But electric street cam were replacing cable cam almost everyi^ere

the early 1890's, except on steep grades. It Is this condltiop
tdilch prevails on many of downtown San Francisco's streets, soae of
them known for their very steep pitches, that prolonged the life of
the cable car there. Recent proposals and attesqpts to resiove the 
last renainlng vestige of cable ear transportation In San Francisco
have always produced an outcry from an enraged cltisenry that has
cone to locdL upou the Powell Street cable ear line as a beloved
Institution and an irreplaceable part of the City's atax>sphere and
life* As the last of Its kind, and now a symbol of a departed era
and yet a landaark of San Francisco, the cable cam have an unusual
sigtHflcanee.

IffiHSB 1^6/63 REA
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SM FRMCISCO GABLE GARS

San Francisco. California

This method of urban transportation—cars moved hy gripping

moving underground cables—was pioneered in San Francisco in 18T3»

Today the ten-mile cable car system of San Francisco is the only

exan5)le of this once important means of city transportation still

operating in the United States.

San Francisco's existing cable car system is conprised of

three separate lines, all owned and operated by the San Francisco

Municipal Railway. These lines are: the PoweU-Mason line, the

Powell-Hyde line, and the California line, which runs on California

Street from Jferket Street to Van Ness Avenue.

The cable car was invented by Andrew S. Halllde, a San Francisco

engineer and builder of metal aerial cables for use in mines in the

western United States. Bom in London of Scottish parents in I836,

he came to California with his father while still a boy. feving

already perfected metal cables that could withstand a tremendous

strain, he began working in I869 on the problem of developing a

cable grip that would CEirry a load of passengers up the steep

San Francisco hills. In 1872-73 Hallide arranged a system by which

the heavy cables, laid underground and moved by a steam-driven power

plant, would draw the cars vp these hills. The first underground

cable track was laid from Kearny Street over Nob ELll, via Clay Street,

to Leavenworth; this line began operations on August 1, I873.
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By 1880, eight lines had put down 112 miles of cable in the city.

Other cities, such as New York, Washington, D, C,, Cincinnati,

Boston, Chicago, and Seattle, soon had their cable car systems.

By the mid-l890s, however, electric street cars were replacing

cable cars almost everywhere, except on steep grades. It is this

condition which prevails on many downton San Francisco streets that

prolonged the life of the cable car there.
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Dedication
Cable Car Barn and
Visitors Gallery November 10, 1967

The Cable Car Barn, located at Washington and Mason

Streets, dates from 1887 when the structure was originally

built to house machinery powering the Ferries and Cliff

House Railway.

Today, restored to its general turn of the century

appearance, it provides power for moving 10 1/2 miles of

1 1/4-inch cable beneath some of San Francisco's sharpest

hills at a steady 9 1/2 miles an hour.

The structure was virtually demolished during the

1906 earthquake and fire, and was rebuilt the following

year.
The Cable Car Division of the Municipal Railway

(which is a department of the San Francisco Public Utilities

Commission) operates a fleet of 39 cable cars.

And it is looking for more. Car No. 520 will

soon come off the "assembly line" at the Muni's Elkton shops.

As the Honorable Alan S. Boyd, Secretary of Transportation,

points out in his dedication comments, the car was rebuilt

from "a piece of an old Cable Car roof, a piece of a seat,

and an old windshield wiper".

The system's equipment is basically the same as

that Andrew Smith Hallidie tested for the first time on

August 1, 1873.

I
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Haillidie's pity for the horses that struggled 

up the hills with heavy horse-cars is well remembered. He 

began working on a better system in 1869, coincident with 

the start of production of wire rope by A.S. Hallidie and 

Company at Mason and Chestnut Streets,

Andrew Smith, the Ccible car inventor's father, 

developed the wire rope idea, which was patented between 

1835 and 1849.

The son, Andrew Smith, chose the surname Hallidie 

to honor his godfather and uncle. Sir Andrew Hallidie.

In his book, "Cable Car Days in San Francisco", historian 

Edgar M. Kahn stated that Sir Andrew was physician to King 

William IV and Queen Victoria.

Hallidie Machinery, still a going concern in 

Seattle, Washington, is a subsidiary of Western Gear 

Corporation which manufactured some of the machinery in use 

at the Cable Car Bam.

Charles Bannon, Vice President of the Western Gear 

Corporation, plans to attend the dedication ceremony. His 

firm was born as the Pacific Gear and Tool Works in San 

Francisco in 1888.

By 1890 the City's population of approximately 

299,000 persons was served by eight cable car companies 

operating 600 cars over 110 miles of single cable track.

They employed 1500 men.
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Today the cable car system has much more than

charm and personality.

At the present rate it will carry about 11 million

passengers this year—about 800,000 more than were carried

last year.
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Excerpts from the remarks of ^ 4.
The Honorable Earl Warren, Chief Justice of the ^ited States

marking the San Francisco Cable Car System 
as a national historic landmark at Victoria
Plaza, Hyde and Beach Streets, Thursday,

October 1, 1964 - 2:00 p.m.

This occasion is of great significance to the citizens of
San Francisco, but it is also one which will attract the attention of

people who hear about it all over the world. There is an affection
for San Francisco's cable cars in many lands. They are truly world- 

renowned.
I wish to express my thanks to Assistant Secretary of the

Interior Carver, the National Park Service, and Mayor Shelley, for
making my short visit to California not only more enjoyable but one
that I shall recall with pleasure for a long time to come because I

too have great affection for San Francisco's cable cars.
My appreciation of them is based on a host of memories. When

I was a freshman student at the University of California I first rode
the cable cars on the San Francisco hills. In those days the oable

cars were always a part of o\ir week-end outings. I associate them as
hundreds of thousands of people do, with stimulating experiences,
superb views of the Bay, and the sheer excitement of being in
"everyone's favorite city." It is difficult for people to ride the
cable cars in San Francisco on a clear, crisp day without feeling the

thrill of activity and progress that characterizes San Francisco

despite the age of the cable car system.
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When the Inventor, Andrew Hallldle, first operated the cars
on August 1, 1873j It is probable that he and his passengers shared
some of the same feelings that we still have on talcing a cable car
ride. The first run was up Clay Street, over Nob Hill, to Leavenworth
many years ago. The cars had been labeled "Hallldle*s Polly” but they
soon proved themselves, and other American cities Installed them imtll
they were replaced by electric street-cars In the last days of the
last century. In all these years, since 1873j the familiar sound of
the cables singing In the slots along Powell, California, Hyde and
Mason Streets Is a familiar sound to San Preuiclsco residents and
visitors.

This ceremony today Is part of a nationwide celebration of
American landmarks, and the week of September 28 to October 4 has been
designated "American Landmarks Week." It Is being sponsored by the
National Trust for Historic Preservation,

Preservation of the American heritage Is the keynote of
"American Landmarks Week." It was also the basic objective of the
Congress of the United States when It passed the Historic Sites Act
of 1935.

All too frequently structures and areas which represent the
achievement of past generations are thoughtlessly and wantonly
destroyed In the name of progress. We as a people ai^ the product of
a history that has shaped this nation Into the greatest nation in the
world. It Is Indeed fortunate that recently there has been a revival
of a determination to preserve the cherished landmarks of the United
States. In the forefront of that effort is the National Trust for
Historic Preservation.

■ ^
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On this occasion I must also mention the work that is being
done by the National Park Service. Regional Parks Director Edward

Hvunnel, who is here today, is one of those who has an historic
background in his work for the National Park Service, and there are
many more in that agency who share his concern for preserving America.
Fortunately the Park Service program has received the full support of

Secretary of the Interior Udall. As a Californian I am especially
pleased to note that the National Park Service is devoting more time
to some of the historic places and things that are so Interwoven in
California's history. Within a few days, October 11, a similar
ceremony will be held at the Old Mission Dam near San Diego, probably

the first water conservation project in the western states.
In closing, may I direct ray remarks more pointedly to the

young men and young women who stand here today facing some of the most

rapid changes in California's history. Please don't leave the
preservation of historic sites and the great achievements of past
generations in California to the older generations. Study the value
of past accomplishments, become acquainted with what has been done In
California, and use your youthful energy to help keep those things In

California which are beautiful and deserving of preservation.
Pew people will realise the vast Inheritance that we as

Californians possess until vital parts of it are taken away. It Is
only through knowledge of the things that have made California a
distinctive place for the people of the world, such aS the San Prandsc
cable cars, that you will learn to love and appreciate and defend
California against thoughtless change merely for the sake of change.
With drive and determination and knowledge, the young people of

California can make California an even better place to live.

1
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UN 111:1) STATLS DhPARTMHNT OF THt INTI-R1OR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE IN STRUCT IONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

NAME
HISTORIC SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CARS

AND/OR COMMON

Same

LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER 1390 Washington Street (Car Barn and Power House)

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN San Francisco CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

VICINITY OF

STATE
California 06

CODE COUNTY
San Francisco

ODE

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY

.^DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

X_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

^OBJECT

OWNERSHIP

—PUBLIC

—PRIVATE

— BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION

—IN PROCESS

— BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS

^OCCUPIED

—UNOCCUPIED

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE

XYES: RESTRICTED 

__YES: UNRESTRICTED

— NO

PRESENT USE

-^MUSEUM

__PARK

— PRIVATE RESIDENCE

_AGRICULTURE

—COMMERCIAL

—EDUCATIONAL

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—INDUSTRIAL X_TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER:

IOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME gan FranciSCo Municipal Railway

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN

1390 Washington Street 

San Francisco VICINITY OF

STATE
California

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC County Recorder's Office
STREETS NUMBER

CITY. TOWN
Room 167, City Hall (Corner Grove and Polk Streets)

STATE

San Francisco California

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

DATE

— FEDERAL _STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE



DESCRIPTION

X.EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR

CONDITION

__DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

^.UNALTERED 

—ALTERED

CHECK ONE

?LORIGINALSITE 

MOVFD HATF

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The designated "San Francisco Cable Cars" National Historic Landmark,consists

of the cable cars themselves, the mileage of track and cable which remains today 
(approximately 10 miles on 8 different streets), and the building at Washington 
and Mason Streets which serves as both the power house and the car-barn, as well as 
the turning mechanisms which one finds at the ends of the various lines of track.

Since the cars can only move in one direction, when one of them reaches the 
end of the line, it must be turned around. This is accomplished by driving the 
car on to a swivelling circular section of the pavement and then having it rotated 
by the driver and/or passengers.

The power for the system of underground cables is supplied from a building at 
Washington and Mason Streets. There, in the building that also serves as the 
car-barn and now a cable car museum, a series of electrically driven wheels keep 
the cables of San Francisco moving beneath the streets at a steady pace. When the 
cable car is to be moved along, the driver engages a gripping mechanism which 
grasps the cable and moves the car along the street. When he wants to stop, he 
releases the grip and engages a brake, if the car is on grade.

The cable cars of San Faancisco constitute one of the city's most identifiable 
symbols and because of their "quaintness" draw many tourists to the city each year. 
Only San Francisco retains this form of street railway which once was used in many 
other American cities.

The San Francisco cable car system consists of the following:

1) Rails on which the cars run.
2) Cars which run on the rails. There are 39 cars in the fleet.
3) Roundtable turnarounds at the end of the lines. This in necessary since 

the cars can only run in one direction.
4) A moving cable between the tracks and below ground, covered over at ground 

level, with a narrow slot left so that the clutch mechanism from the car 
can reach through and grasp the moving cable.

5) A car-barn and repair shop at the corner of Washington and Mason Streets, 
which also contains the huge winding mechanism to keep the cables 
continuously moving throughout the city of San Francisco.

The two-storey building is a simple brick commercial structure with little of 
particular architectural note. A pair of string courses serve to separate visually 
the first from the second floor, while the large windows throughout the building 
are topped by segmental arches at the upper floor and a much more flattened segmental 
type of arch at the ground floor. This theme carries through except at the two 
corners of the building on Mason Street, where a round arch is used, creating a 
visual pin for the structure on that street. The rear of the building is "pinned", 
so to speak, by a huge mass of brick acting as the smokestack.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499

— 1500-1599

— 1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

^1800-1899

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

_ARCHITECTURE 

_ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

_LITERATURE

—MILITARY 

_MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY 

^POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

— RELIGION

—SCIENCE

_SCULPTURE

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

_THEATER

^TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT Designer: Andrew Hallidee

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The San Francisco Cable Cars are the only ones still operating in a 
United States city. As a system of traction locomotion designed to 
accomodate even the steepest of grades, the cable cars have remained useful 
in this very hilly city, while they were replaced in places less hilly by 
electric street railways, and then trolleys and buses. San Francisco 
cherishes the system as a quaint reminder of its past, as one of its prime 
tourist attractions, and in fact as the virtual trademark of "the city by 
the Bay."

History

Andrew's. Hallidee, an Englishman who build aerial cables for use in 
the mines of the western U.S.A., devised the contrivances used in San 
Francisco. He arranged a system by which the heavy cables, laid underground, 
would draw the cars up the steep hills of San Francisco. The first underground 
cable track was laid fro'm Kearny Street over Nob Hill to Leavenworth, in August 
1873. In a relatively short time,eight companies had put down 112 miles of 
cable track in the city, and other cities, such as New York, Washington, B.C., 
Cincinnati, Boston, and:Chicago, soon had their cable car system. But electric 
street cars were replacing cable cars almost everywhere by the early 1890 T s, 
except on steep grades. It is this condition which prevails on many of downtown 
San Francisco's streets, some of them known for their very steep pitches, that 
prolonged the life of the cable car there.

Recent proposals and attempts to remove the last remaining vestige of 
cable car transportation in San Francisco have always produced an outcry from 
an enraged citizenry that has come to look upon the Powell Street line, for 
instance, as a beloved institution and an irreplaceable part of the city's 
atmosphere and life. As the last of its kind, and now a symbol of a departed 
era and yet a landmark of San Francisco, the cable cars have an unusual 
significance.
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The boundary of the designated San Francisco Cable Cars Landmark, 
consists firstly, of a building at Washington and Mason Streets, and secondly, 
of about 10 miles of streets, all that remains with active cable car tracks, 
of the once more extensive system throughout San Francisco. The building serves 
a dual function: 1) as a car-barn, it stores the equipment which runs on the 
tracks, and 2) a power-house, it contains the winding mechanisms for the cables 
that pull the cars.

The tracks today run on eight streets in the "Nob Hill," "Chinatown," and 
"North Beach" sections of the city. These streets are:

1) Hyde Street, between Beach and Washington Streets.
2) Washington Street, between Hyde and Powell Streets.
3) Powell Street, between Market and Jackson Streets.
4) Jackson Street, between Hyde and Powell Streets.
5) California Street, between Van Ness Avenue and Market Street.
6) Mason Street, between Washington Street and Columbus Avenue.
7) Columbia Avenue, between Mason and Taylor Streets.
8) Taylor Street, between Bay and Chestnut Streets.

The lines are identified on the accompanying USGS map of San Francisco . 
The" lines cover approximately' five acres. ' The 
acreage of the building at Washington ^ud Mason Streets is approximately 
1/2 acre. Fronting approximately 150 feet on each of those streets, the 
boundary of the building is a 150 foot square at the northwest corner of 
Washington and Mason Streets.
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1886 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 2, Sheet 34a; approximate 
boundary of the current parcel highlighted in yellow (San Francisco 

Public Library; amended by author).  
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1899 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 1, Sheet 53; approximate 
boundary of the current parcel highlighted in yellow (San Francisco 

Public Library; amended by author). 
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1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 1, Sheet 57; approximate 
boundary of the current parcel highlighted in yellow (San Francisco 

Public Library; amended by author). 
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1948 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 1, Sheet 57; approximate 
boundary of the current parcel highlighted in yellow (San Francisco 

Public Library; amended by author). 
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1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 1, Sheet 57; approximate 
boundary of the current parcel highlighted in yellow (San Francisco 

Public Library; amended by author). 
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1990 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 1, Sheet 57; approximate 
boundary of the current parcel highlighted in yellow (San Francisco 

Public Library; amended by author). 
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East façade of the original 1888 three-story Ferries and Cliff House 
Railway Cable Car Barn and Powerhouse, view from Mason Street, 

1904 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
South façade of the original 1888 three-story Ferries and Cliff House 

Railway Cable Car Barnand Powerhouse, view from Washington Street, 
1904 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South (right) and east (left) façades of the original 1888 three-story 
Cable Car Barn and Powerhouse, view from Mason Street, ca. 1900 

(San Francisco Public Library, Historical Photograph Collection). 
 

 
Interior the original 1888 three-story Ferries and Cliff House Railway 
Company Cable Car Barn and Powerhouse, ca. 1900 (San Francisco 

Public Library, Historical Photograph Collection). 
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West (left) and south (right) façades of the 

original Cable Car Barn immediately after the 
earthquake and before the fires, 1906 (SFMTA 

Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
View down Mason Street after the 1906 earthquake and fires 

with remnants of the original Cable Car Barn with only the 
smokestack standing (center), 1906 (SFMTA Photo Collection 

and Archives). 
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Ruins of the original Cable Car Barn with the smokestack remaining, 

1906 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
Original 1888 smokestack stabilized during construction of the 
replaement Cable Car Barn, 1906 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 

Archives). 
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Construction of the replacement Cable Car Barn with the stabilized 

smokestack (left), view from corner of Mason and Washington streets, 
1906 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 

 

 
Construction of the replacement Cable Car Barn with the stabilized 

smokestack (left), view north along Mason Street, 1907 (SFMTA Photo 
Collection and Archives). 

 
 



Historic Resource Evaluation    Architectural Resources Group  
Cable Car Barn, San Francisco, California  Appendix D. Historic Photographs 
 

 
 

 
Construction of the replacement Cable Car Barn with the first floor 
nearing completion and repaired smokestack (left), view from the 

corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1907 (SFMTA Photo Collection 
and Archives). 

 

 
Construction of the replacement Cable Car Barn with the second floor 
nearing completion and repaired smokestack (right), view of the north 

façade from Jackson Street, 1908 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 
Archives). 
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Construction of the replacement Cable Car Barn with the stabilized 
smokestack (center), view of the rear (west) portion of the building, 

1908 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
Completed interior of the replacement Cable Car Barn with the cable 

turning equipment, 1911 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South and east façades of the completed Cable Car Barn, view from 

corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1921 (SFMTA Photo Collection 
and Archives). 

 

 
South and east façades of the Cable Car Barn with original smokestack 

(left), view west along Washington Street, 1928 (SFMTA Photo 
Collection and Archives). 
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East façade of the Cable Car Barn with “Market Street Railway Co.” sign, 

view up Washington Street, 1928 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 
Archives). 

 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn, view from 

corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1942 (SFMTA Photo Collection 
and Archives). 
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West (rear) façade of the Cable Car Barn with the former cable car 

maintenance garages, 1942 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
Visible portion of the north façade of the Cable Car 
Barn, view from Marcy Place, 1942 (SFMTA Photo 

Collection and Archives). 
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Vehicle maintenace entrance at the east façade of the Cable Car Barn, 
view from Mason Street, 1948 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 

 

 
Reroofing the Cable Car Barnwith the smokestack in view, 1948 (SFMTA 

Photo Collection and Archives). 
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West (rear) façade of the Cable Car Barn with cable car maintenace 

garage, 1956 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
West (rear) façade of the Cable Car Barn with cable car maintenace 

garage, 1956 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn, view from 

corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1956 (SFMTA Photo Collection 
and Archives). 

 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn, view from the 
corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1956 (SFMTA Photo Collection 

and Archives). 
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North portion of the east façade of the Cable Car Barnview from Mason 

Street, 1956 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 

 
Smokestack and west (rear) façade with cable 
car maintenace garage, view from Washington 

Street, 1958 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 
Archives). 
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West (rear) façade and cable car maintenance garage in deteriorating 

condition, 1958 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
West (rear) façade and cable car maintenance garage in deteriorating 

condition, 1958 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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Interior of the rear cable car maintenance garage at the Cable Car Barn, 

1958 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
Former vehicle entrance at the east façade of 

the Cable Car Barn on Mason Street, 1958 
(SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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Interior of the Cable Car Barn, 1958 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 

Archives). 
 

 
Interior stairs in the Cable Car Barn, 1958 
(SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn, view from 

corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1961 (SFMTA Photo Collection 
and Archives). 

 

 
Cable car turntable at the west (rear) façade with cable car maintenance 

garage (left), 1962 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn after 

restoration, view from the corner of Mason and Washington streets, 
1963 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 

 

 
East façade of the Cable Car Barn after restoration, view from Mason 

Street, 1963 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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Jackson Street cable car entrance and west (rear) cable car yard, view 

from Jackson Street, 1964 (San Francisco Public Library, Historical 
Photograph Collection). 

 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn after 

restoration, view from corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1965 
(SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn after 

restoration, view from corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1965 
(SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 

 

 
Ground floor of the south (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car 

Barn after restoration, view from corner of Mason and Washington 
streets, 1965 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn after 

restoration, view from corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1965 
(SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 

 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable 
Car Barn after restoration, view from corner of 
Mason and Washington streets, 1965 (SFMTA 

Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable 
Car Barn after restoration, view from corner of 
Mason and Washington streets, 1965 (SFMTA 

Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
Ground floor of the Cable Car Barn at the corner of Mason and 

Washington streets, 1965 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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Southeast corner of the Cable Car Barn, view from the 

corner of Mason and Washington streets, 1966 (SFMTA 
Photo Collection and Archives). 

 

 
Former vehicle entrance at the east façade of the Cable 
Car Barn, view from Mason Street, 1966 (SFMTA Photo 

Collection and Archives). 
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Former vehicle entrance and the south portion of the 
east façade of the Cable Car Barn, view from Mason 
Street, 1966 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 

 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car 
Barn, view from corner of Mason and Washington 

streets, 1966 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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Ground floor of the south (left) and east (right) façades 
of the Cable Car Barn, view from corner of Mason and 

Washington streets, 1966 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 
Archives). 

 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car 
Barn, view from corner of Mason and Washington 

streets, 1966 (SFMTA Photo Collection and Archives). 
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South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car 

Barn, view from building at corner of Mason and 
Washington streets, 1966 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 

Archives). 
 

 
South (left) façade of the Cable Car Barn, view from 

Washington Street, 1966 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 
Archives). 
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Cable car turntable at the rear of the Cable Car Barn, 1966 (SFMTA Photo 

Collection and Archives). 
 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn during 

construction of the cable car museum, 1967 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 
Archives). 

 



Historic Resource Evaluation    Architectural Resources Group  
Cable Car Barn, San Francisco, California  Appendix D. Historic Photographs 
 

 
 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn during 

construction of the cable car museum, 1967 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 
Archives). 

 

 
Interior of the Cable Car Barn with the cable turning 

equipment and museum mezzanine, 1967 (SFMTA Photo 
Collection and Archives). 
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Interior of the Cable Car Barn at the entrance to the 

museum mezzanine, 1967 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 
Archives). 

 

 
Entrance to the cable car museum at the southeast corner 
of the east façade of the Cable Car Barn, view from corner 

of Mason and Washington streets, 1967 (SFMTA Photo 
Collection and Archives). 
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Secondary entrance to the cable car museum at the 

south façade of the Cable Car Barn, view from 
Washington Street, 1971 (SFMTA Photo Collection and 

Archives). 
 

 
South portion of the east façade of the Cable Car Barn, 
view from Mason Street, 1971 (SFMTA Photo Collection 

and Archives). 
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Photo Collection and Archives 

 
Washington Street cable car entrance and rear cable car 
yard (left), view from Washington Street, 1973 (SFMTA 

Photo Collection and Archives). 
 

 
Rehabilitation of the Cable Car Barn with the east façade preserved 

and interior fully removed, view towards Mason Street, ca. 1980 (San 
Francisco Public Library, Historical Photograph Collection). 
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Rehabilitation of the Cable Car Barn with the east (left) façade, south 
(right) façade, and smokestack, view towards Washington Street, ca. 
1980 (San Francisco Public Library, Historical Photograph Collection). 

 

 
South (left) and east (right) façades of the Cable Car Barn, view from the 
corner of Washington and Mason streets, 1985 (SFMTA Photo Collection 

and Archives). 
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