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**PRESS RELEASE**

Unity Plaza Hub will Help Connect Community to Services and

Recreation
Plaza will bring people from different segments of the community together

San Francisco—The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) in partnership
with the Office of Economic and Workforce Development this past weekend announced the
completed construction of Unity Plaza.

"Unity Plaza will be the lynchpin connecting this community,” said Mayor Ed Lee. "By bringing
affordable housing, infrastructure investments, and resources to support local small businesses,
we have sought to strengthen this neighborhood, and Unity Plaza is essential to its continued
development.”

The plaza is a 210-by-65 foot public open space west of City College terminal, featuring
seating, lighting, landscaping, special artist conceived paving pattern, a climbing structure,
storm water management features such as rain gardens and an adjacent new pedestrian
walkway to City College which features a staircase with a collage of historic photographs of the
community. The space will serve as a hub connecting businesses, residents, schools and City
College and Muni routes in the area. It will also serve as the front door of the newly built mixed-
use affordable housing development on 1100 Ocean Avenue coordinated by the Mayor’'s Office
of Housing and Community Development (MOHCD). There are plans to host community events
at the new plaza, such as street fairs and farmers’ markets it will serve as a much needed
gathering location for the entire neighborhood.

“Unity Plaza will serve as a hub for connecting residents, businesses, schools and Muni,” said
Ed Reiskin, SFMTA Director of Transportation. “It will also provide a safer and more convenient
pedestrian passage between the Ocean Avenue small business corridor and the City College
campus, which makes the plaza a truly multi-modal experience for those who use this hub as
destination or departure point.”

“The Office of Economic and Workforce Development is thrilled to see this hub open for the
community. Our office, directed by Mayor Lee, led the interdepartmental coordination and
implementation of this important project which brings together the vision of this diverse
neighborhood,” said Todd Rufo, director of the Office of Economic and Workforce Development.
“In collaboration with community partners, the investments that we continue to provide in the
neighborhood corridor will ensure Ocean Avenue remains a vibrant neighborhood for all to
enjoy.”
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Unity Plaza was closely coordinated in conjunction with the adjacent affordable housing building
and a redesigned Muni bus loop. The new terminal changed bus stop locations for the 49 Van
Ness-Mission line and the 8X/8BX Bayshore Express routes.

In 2009, the Balboa Park Station Area Plan was adopted by the City and County of San
Francisco. This was the culmination of a 10 -year Better Neighborhoods Planning Process with
multiple community meetings led by the San Francisco Planning Department. The development
of a new plaza at the bus loop was specifically identified as a goal within the Plan to create a
variety of new public open spaces. The Office of Economic and Workforce Development
(OEWD), directed by Mayor Lee, led the interdepartmental coordination and implementation of
the Plan’s vision for a new transit oriented development on public land, located at the former
under-utilized Muni Bus Loop area on the corner of Ocean and Phelan. OEWD coordinated the
public land reconfiguration, land transfers and entitlement process, and oversaw the day-to-day
project management of the components of the project.

After grant funding for the plaza was received in 2010, design work on the project began, led by
Public Works. The design was closely coordinated with the reconfigured bus loop and
affordable housing development, and received significant guidance from the Plaza Citizens
Advisory Committee, made up of representatives from various community organizations in the
area. After construction of the bus loop and housing development was completed, a contract to
construct the plaza was awarded in September 2015, with construction substantially complete
in September 2016. The Real Estate Division of the City Administrators’ Office will manage the
operation of the plaza through the city’s new Plaza Program; which enables the City to partner
with community based nonprofits to assist with the community programming and the
maintenance of public plazas. This project complements the existing investments to support
local small businesses through the activation of open space, resources to reduce storefront
vacancies, art installations, beautification and many other tools to ensure the economic vitality
of the Ocean Avenue Arts, Culture and Entertainment district.

To name the plaza, the public was invited to enter a contest to name the space. The goal was
to promote an enduring association of the place to the public. SFMTA received more than 60
suggestions that met the naming criteria, which were reviewed by the plaza citizen advisory
committee. After review and voting, the committee recommended the name “Unity Plaza,” which
was later approved by the SFMTA board as the plaza name.

Adjacent Affordable Housing:

MOHCD ground leased the City owned land to Mercy Housing California (MHC) and Bernal
Heights Neighborhood Center (BHNC) for the co-development of 1100 Ocean Avenue
Apartments, a five-story property located in the transit-rich Ingleside neighborhood and adjacent
to City College of San Francisco and Unity Plaza. 1100 Ocean Avenue Apartments comprise of
71 studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments, with 6,500 square feet of neighborhood
serving ground-floor retail space facing Ocean Avenue. Twenty-five apartments are set aside
for transition-age youth (TAY), young adults who are homeless or at risk of homelessness,
many of whom have aged out of the foster care system. The other 45 units are affordable to
families earning up to 50% of local AMI (Area Median Income). This development was funded
by the Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community Development (MOHCD).
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1100 Ocean Avenue Apartment was recently voted the best urban project for the Nation's Best
Affordable Housing Developments by Affordable Housing Finance magazine's 2016 Readers'
Choice Awards.

Pedestrian Connector

Unity Plaza was also constructed with the City College Pedestrian Connector, an integrated
landscape and staircase stretching from the north side of Ocean Avenue and reaching into the City
College campus west of Phelan Avenue. The goal was to create an attractive pedestrian pathway
between the bus loop and plaza to the City College campus. Since SFMTA would be designing
and constructing the plaza within a similar time frame, it was agreed to combine these projects into
one design package and construction contract to be managed by SFMTA.

The pedestrian connector project includes a collage of historic photographs of the community, laid
on a series of steps going from the bus loop level up to the City College campus. The photographic
display, titled “Ocean Ave History Streetscape,” was developed by the artist team Wowhaus with
input from the plaza’s Citizens Advisory Committee.
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Established by voter proposition in 1999, the SFMTA, a department of the City and County of San Francisco, oversees
the Municipal Railway (Muni), parking and traffic, bicycling, walking and taxis. With five modes of transit, Muni has
approximately 700,000 passenger boardings each day. Over 1 million people get around this city each day and rely on
the SFMTA to ensure safe and reliable travel by transit, walking, bicycling, taxi and driving.
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