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**PRESS RELEASE** 

 
MUNI RIDERS GET SPECIAL TREATMENT AS SFMTA ROLLS OUT  

THE RED CARPET LANES  
Enhanced pedestrian safety and improved transit efficiency and reliability 

 
San Francisco— The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA), which 
oversees transportation in the city, including the Municipal Railway (Muni), has 
successfully completed another phase of transit-only lanes. The nearly four-month long-
effort converted several blocks of Market Street’s most heavily used blacktop, into bright 
red pathways that aid drivers in avoiding lanes designated for buses and taxis. The Red-
Carpet Lane projects are a part of Muni Forward, a comprehensive initiative to enhance 
pedestrian safety and improve Muni efficiency and reliability. 
 
Dubbed “red-carpet lanes”, these durably painted thermoplastic lanes stretch westbound 
from 8th and Van Ness streets and eastbound between 12th and 5th streets. But the colorful 
lanes are more than eye-catching additions to the city’s downtown corridor. The red carpet 
lanes have increased the reliability of several Muni bus lines including:  
 

 F Market and Wharves; 

 6 Parnassus; 

 9/9L San Bruno (and limited); and 

 71/71L Haight Noriega 
 
“San Francisco invests in critical infrastructure improvements to build a 21st Century 
transportation network and safer streets in our world class City,” said Mayor Ed Lee. “The 
Market Street red-carpet lane is just one of the many infrastructure improvements that our 
City is making to increase public transit reliability and an overall safer experience for 
residents and visitors that will help get us to our City’s Vision Zero goals.” 
 
“The Market Street installation is an outgrowth of red-carpet lanes already in place 
throughout the city,” says SFMTA Director of Transportation, Ed Reiskin. “These lanes are 
a low-cost way to make Muni more reliable and provide a better customer experience on 
the most heavily used transit corridor in San Francisco.” 
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Established by voter proposition in 1999, the SFMTA, a department of the City and County of San Francisco, oversees 
the Municipal Railway (Muni), parking and traffic, bicycling, walking and taxis. With five modes of transit, Muni has 
approximately 700,000 passenger boardings each day. Over 1 million people get around this city each day and rely on 
the SFMTA to ensure safe and reliable travel by transit, walking, bicycling, taxi and driving. 

 
311 Free language assistance / 免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratuita con el idioma / Бесплатная помощь переводчиков / Trợ 

giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance linguistique gratuit / 無料の言語支援 / 무료 언어 지원 / Libreng tulong para sa 

wikang Tagalog / คว“มช่วยเหลอืท“งภ“ษ“โดยไม่เส’ยค่าใช้จ่าย 


