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 **PRESS RELEASE** 
 SFMTA Receives $2 Million Grant to Launch “Safer Intersections” 

Campaign 
Funds to Bolster Education Program to Eliminate Unsafe Left Turns and Collisions 

 
San Francisco – The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA), which 

oversees all ground transportation in the city, announced that it has been awarded $2 

million from the California Transportation Commission to launch a new campaign focused 

on unsafe left turns at intersections. This program is in support of Vision Zero, the city’s 

goal to eliminate traffic fatalities in San Francisco. 

“We truly believe these types of awareness programs can have an impact on our 

communities and save lives,” said Cheryl Brinkman, SFMTA Chairman of the Board.  

“Unsafe left turns resulting in severe injuries and death have historically been a national 

problem and our local effort could have an impact that can not only improve safety in San 

Francisco but have a significant impact elsewhere.”   

As part of the Safer Intersections campaign, the SFMTA will work with leading experts 

across a range of fields to develop and implement education, enforcement and 

engineering strategies to address unsafe left turns. 

The SFMTA’s goal is to launch the Safer Intersections campaign by 2019, working directly 
with community groups to develop culturally appropriate outreach to ensure widespread 
benefit across San Francisco. The campaign will also focus a majority of its efforts on San 
Francisco’s High Injury Network, the 13 percent of city streets where more than 75 percent 
of severe and fatal traffic injuries occur, and in San Francisco’s Communities of Concern, 
which are the most disadvantaged communities in the city.  
 
“With distracted left turns being one of the leading causes of traffic deaths in San 

Francisco, we need to address what we can do as a community to improve this,” said 

SFMTA Director of Transportation, Ed Reiskin. “The Safer Intersections awareness 

campaign is about changing unsafe behavior and making our transportation options as 

safe as possible.” 

In 2014, the city developed an education strategy for prioritizing Vision Zero education and 

outreach efforts. The strategy identified three large scale education programs to launch 
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and continue over the course of ten years, focusing on the top three causes of severe and 

fatal traffic crashes: speed, failure to yield to pedestrians and unsafe left turns at 

intersections. The SFMTA’s three campaigns include: It Stops Here, Safer Speeds and 

Safer Intersections. 

 
### 

 
Established by voter proposition in 1999, the SFMTA, a department of the City and County of San Francisco, oversees the 
Municipal Railway (Muni), parking and traffic, bicycling, walking and taxis. With five modes of transit, Muni has 
approximately 700,000 passenger boardings each day. Over 1 million people get around this city each day and rely on the 
SFMTA to ensure safe and reliable travel by transit, walking, bicycling, taxi and driving.  

  
311 Free language assistance / 免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratuita con el idioma / Бесплатная помощь переводчиков / Trợ 

giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance linguistique gratuit / 無料の言語支援 / 무료 언어 지원 / Libreng tulong para sa wikang 

Tagalog / คว“มช่วยเหลอืท“งภ“ษ“โดยไม่เส’ยค่าใช้จ่าย 


