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**PRESS RELEASE** 

SFMTA Board Chairman Tom  Nolan Receives APTA Award 
Board Chairman is the recipient of the Transit Industry’s Highest Honor 

  
San Francisco - The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) is pleased 
to announce today that Tom Nolan, the agency’s board chairman, was named this year’s 
recipient of the prestigious American Public Transit Association (APTA) Outstanding 
Public Transportation Board Member Award, which is the highest honor awarded to a 
transit board member in North America. It is presented annually to the board member who 
is judged to have made the greatest contribution to their local transit system and the 
industry in general. 
 
“Over his decades of service, Tom Nolan’s stamp of leadership has been imprinted on 
almost every single transit project in San Francisco and the Bay Area,” said  
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi. “His public service has ensured that all people and 
communities can safely, efficiently and affordably be transported from work, school and 
home.” 
 
Chairman Tom Nolan joined the SFMTA Board of Directors in 2006. He also currently 
serves as the SFMTA’s representative on the Caltrain Joint Powers Board. Under Nolan’s 
leadership as a board member, the agency’s numerous accomplishments included:  
 

 Free Muni for Seniors, Youth and People with Disabilities. This program provides 
eligible low-to-moderate-income San Francisco residents free access to Muni when 
using a Clipper card. 

 The initiation of fleet replacement for both buses and light rail vehicles, effectively 
increasing the reliability of our system 

 The launch of new routes, including the E Embarcadero historic streetcar line on 
The Embarcadero and the 55 16th Street Route to UCSF Medical Center at Mission 
Bay, to provide even more direct connections to riders. 

 Presiding over the SFMTA’s first-ever $1 billion operating budget. This historic 
investment increased support staff, added to our bus fleet, and allowed for the 
implementation of street and pedestrian safety projects including upgrades in 
Visitacion Valley and on Market Street and Octavia Boulevard.  

 Overseeing the $500 million general obligation bond, reflecting historic local 
investment to improve transit, safety, and maintenance of the transportation system 
 

08 Fall 

mailto:paul.rose@sfmta.com
https://www.sfmta.com/getting-around/transit/fares-passes/free-muni
http://www.sfmta.com/news/press-releases/now-arriving-muni%E2%80%99s-new-buses-future
https://www.sfmta.com/about-sfmta/blog/sacramento-tour-shows-off-new-muni-trains-coming-2017
https://www.sfmta.com/projects-planning/projects/e-embarcadero-historic-streetcar-line
https://www.sfmta.com/news/press-releases/sfmta-launching-new-55-16th-street-bus-route-january-31
https://www.sfmta.com/projects-planning/projects/budget-fiscal-years-2017-and-2018
https://www.sfmta.com/projects-planning/projects/transportation-2030


 

 

2 

 
“Near the conclusion of my over 30-year tenure as a board member/commissioner on four 
different transportation agencies in the SF Bay Area, I am truly thrilled to receive this 
award from my national colleagues at APTA,” said Nolan. “I am proud of my service in this 
most important aspect of our common life, and the award will always be a treasured 
capstone of that time for me.”  
 
Nolan served two full terms as a member of the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors 
and is a former member of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, and the 
SamTrans Board prior to joining SFMTA. Shirley Harris, public board member of 
SamTrans, was also named APTA’s Outstanding Public Transportation Board Member.  
 

 
### 

 
Established by voter proposition in 1999, the SFMTA, a department of the City and County of San Francisco, oversees 
the Municipal Railway (Muni), parking and traffic, bicycling, walking and taxis. With five modes of transit, Muni has 
approximately 700,000 passenger boardings each day. Over 1 million people get around this city each day and rely on 
the SFMTA to ensure safe and reliable travel by transit, walking, bicycling, taxi and driving.  
  

311 Free language assistance / 免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratuita con el idioma / Бесплатная помощь переводчиков / Trợ 

giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance linguistique gratuit / 無料の言語支援 / 무료 언어 지원 / Libreng tulong para sa 

wikang Tagalog / คว“มช่วยเหลอืท“งภ“ษ“โดยไม่เส’ยค่าใช้จ่าย 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


